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PREFACE.

In the following pages I have endeavoured to
meet the requirements of two different classes of
readers. For the sake of the general reader, who
may not have his Gibbon before him, nor a Latin
Dictionary and Classical Atlas at his elbow, I
have taken for granted as little special knowledge
of Roman history as possible, I have generally
kept the text clear of untranslated quotations,
and I bhave explained, with even tedious minute-
ness, the modern equivalents of ancient geogra-
phical designations; and have sometimes used the
modern name only, at the cost of an obvious
anachronism.

On the other hand, as I have proceeded with
my work, and become more and more interested
in the study of my authorities, I have begun to
indulge the hope that I might number some his-
torical scholars among my audience. To these,
accordingly, I have addressed myself almost ex-
clusively in the notes, whether at the foot of the
page or at the end of the chapter; and these
notes, for the most part, the general reader may
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safely leave unstudied. Should my hook be fortu-
nate enough to come into the hands of a scholar,
he is requested to pardon many an explanation of
things to him trite and obvious, which I should
never have introduced had T been writing for
scholars alone. _

It will be observed that when sums of money
are spoken of, I have generally given the equi-
valent in sterling. This does not, however, convey
much information to the mind unless it be also
stated what was the ¢ purchasing power’ of a sum
equivalent to a pound sterling in those days. I
would gladly have added a chapter on ¢ The His-
tory of Prices under the Empire,’ and had collected
some materials for that purpose, but I feared to
weary my readers with a discussion which might
liave interested only a few. The general conclusion
at which the most careful modern enquirers seem
to have arrived is thus stated by Gibbon: about
the year 470, ‘the value of money appears . . . . .
to have been somewhat higher than in the present
age.” The general rise of prices since Gibbon’s
time may justify us in making this statement
somewhat stronger. It is probable that in Imperial
Rome £100 would have had about the same com-
mand over commodities which £200 has in our
own day. But of such enormous differences in
value, when measured by the precious metals, as
exist between the England of Victoria and the
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England of the Plantagenets there is here no
question.

I have made a slight departure from precedent
by introducing more illustrations than are usual
in a work of this description. The chief object of
the chromo-lithographs of ecclesiastical edifices at
Ravenna is to convey to those who have not
visited that place some idea of the general effect
of the Mosaics. They are engraved from drawings
carefully made on the spot by Mr. George Nattress.
The coins here figured are, with one exception?, all
in the British Museum. I am indebted to the
kind assistance of Mr. H. A. Grueber (in the coin
department of that institution) for their selection
and arrangement. For the maps, though chiefly
founded on Smith’s Classical Atlas, I must be
myself responsible. Some boundaries are conjec-
turally drawn, but' I have endeavoured to make
this conjectural element as small as possible.

I take this opportunity to express my thanks to
three friends, with whom this book, which has
given me six years of happy labour, will always be
connected in the mind of the author. My brother-
in-law, Mr. Justice Fry, first encouraged me to
attempt such an undertaking, and the advice of Dr.
James Bryce and the Rev. M. Creighton was ex-
ceedingly helpful at a later period of the work. My
hearty thanks are also due to the Delegates of

1 Aelia Flaccilla, wife of Theodosius I.
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the Clarendon Press, for undertaking the publica-
tion of the work of one who is a stranger to the
University of Oxford.

The volumes now published form a chapter of
history which is complete in itself; but if life and
health be continued to me, I hope to narrate here-
after the fortunes of the Ostrogoths and Lombards,
and thus to bring my work down within sight of
the august figure of Charles the Great.

THOS. HODGKIN.

BENWELLDENE, NEWCASTLE-0ON-TYNE,
5th December, 1879.
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS.

Page 30, line 7 from bottom, for *a lad of eighteen ’ read *a boy of
eight’ and five lines lower down after ‘even’ insert ‘at his father’s
death in 375"’

Pp. go—96. Titles of the pages on the left hand, for ¢ The Visi-
gothic Invasion ' read ‘ The Last Years of Valens.’

P. 121, note 2. Probably it was the Province of Thrace as dis-
tinct from the Diocese, which Fridigern claimed. The former would
almost exactly correspond to the Western half of the modern
Province of ‘ Eastern Roumelia.’

P. 273. Title of page, for ¢ Courtship’ read ¢ Consulship’

P. 2735, 1. 5 from bottom, for ¢ Lissa’ read ‘ Scutari’

P. jor1 (marginal note), for ¢ Consulati’ read ¢ Consulatu ’

P. 304, |. 4 from top, for ‘ Zosmius' read ¢ Zosimus'

P. 308, 1. 5 from bottom. After ‘407’ read as follows: ¢The
usurper crossed over into Gaul and was welcomed as Imperator by
all the Roman legions in that country. From (aul, as we shall
hereafter see, he extended his power into Spain. For the four
succeeding years—very critical ones for the Empire—we must
think of the armies of Britain and Gaul as thrown into the scale
against Rome.’

P. 315 (marginal note), for * Manmer’s ' read * Hanmer's '

P. 324 (note 1), l. 3 from bottom, for ¢ the other, Salvius’ read
‘the other Salvius’

P. 381 (note), for ‘ History of the Latin Church’ read ¢ History
of Latin Christianity.’

P. 409, 1. 3 from bottom, for ‘three’ read ¢ two ’

P. 465, 1. 8 from top, for ‘Symmachus the historian’ rend
¢ Symmachus the orator’ [Symmachus is said to have written a

history, but his fame rests on his orations]. ,
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INTRODUCTION.

CHAPTER 1.

PLAN OF THE WORK. SUMMARY OF ROMAN
IMPERIAL HISTORY. '

THE object of this history is to trace some of INTROD.
the changes by which classical Italy, the kernel of Cr 1
the Roman Empire, the centre of government and Plan of
law for the Western world, became that Italy of
the Middle Ages, whose life was as rich in intellec-
tual and artistic culture as it was poor in national
cohesion and enduring political strength.

To some other historian will belong the delight
of telling worthily in the English language the
story of those wonderful Italian Commonwealths,
which nurtured and diffused the sacred flame of
civilisation, while England, France, and Germany
were yet dreaming the dreams of barbarism. Other
English scholars are even now relating the history
of that succeeding age, so perplexing in its alter-
nate appeals to our admiration and our abhorrence,
during which Italy, still in the van of European
nations, was passing from the medizval into the
modern phase of thought and manners, the Age of
the Renaissance. But my business is at the other,
and to most readers the much less interesting, end

B




2 Introduction.

INTROD. of her history. I have to deal with the period of

CH. 1.

fading light and increasing obscurity during which
the familiar Italy of the Classics slowly assumes
the character which we term Mediseval

Italy is the country with which our interests will
be permanently bound up, and other nations are
mentioned only in so far as they directly or in-
directly influenced her destinies. But I must warn
the reader that this limitation will often be found
to be of the most elastic nature. Every wandering
tribe which crossed the Alps, eager to pierce its
way to the discrowned capital of the world, con-
tributed something to the great experiment of the
making of the new Italy, and the previous history
of that tribe, whether it dwelt in Lithuanian
steppes or wasted Chinese provinces, is therefore
within the scope of our enquiry, which proposes
to deal not only with Italy but also with her
invaders.

In the period covered by the present volumes,
moreover, it is impossible wholly to dissever the
history of Italy from that of the other portions of
the Roman Empire. This is shown in the lives of
two of the first statesmen whom we meet with.
A Spanish gentleman (Theodosius), clothed with
the Imperial purple at Constantinople, by a battle
fought among -the mountains of Friuli makes
himself master of Italy, and dies at Milan, leaving
the dominion of Western Europe to his son. The
chief minister of that son (Stilicho), a soldier of
German extraction, born probably in Thrace, first



Plan of the Work. 3

emerges into notice as ambassador to the king of ixTroD.
Persia, is married beside the Bosphorus to a _¢%1
daughter of Spain, wars by the Rhine, and dies at
Ravenna.

Do what we may, therefore, we shall find our
story continually diverted from the country
between the Alps and Etna by the perturbing
influences of other countries, especially by Byzan-
tium, in the earlier part of this period, and by
Gaul in the later. Still, the reader is requested
to bear in mind that it is the history of Italy
primarily which I shall endeavour to set before
him, that the course of the narrative is prescribed
by the order of the successive appearances of the
barbarians upon the Italian theatre, and that I am
not so presumptuous as to endeavour to tell over
again what has been already told by the unsurpass-
able skill of Gibbon, the story of the Fall of the
Roman Empire.

Five great invasions by the barbarians, corre-
sponding roughly to five generations of mankind,
or 160 years, mark the period which may be
called The Death of Rome. These five invasions
are those of the Visigoths, the Huns, the Vandals,
the Ostrogoths, and the Lombards. Alaric the
Visigoth first led a hostile army into Italy A.D.
402 : Alboin the Lombard entered the same
country with his conquering host A.D. 568. It
is the story of the three earlier invasions that I
ghall attempt to tell in the present volumes, and
the period to which I have especially directed

B 2



4 Introduction.

INTROD. Iy attention is the century which intervenes be-

€= 1 tween the years A.D. 376 and 476. For though the

Visigoths did not actually set foot in Italy till A.D.

402, the cause which set them in motion, and which,

more than any other, determined the great migra-

tion of the Germanic tribes into the countries

forming the Roman Empire, was the appearance

of the Huns, a horde of Asiatic savages, on the con-

fines of the Visigothic territory between the Black

Sea and the Carpathians, in the year A.p. 376,

and (by a coincidence which may help to fix both

dates in the memory) it was precisely a century

after this event, in the year of our Lord 476, that

the last Roman Emperor (Augustulus) was push-

ed off his throne by the first Teutonic ruler of

Ttaly (Odoacer). In the century thus selected the

chronological landmarks will be best furnished by

the successive appearances of fresh barbarian nation-

alities upon the scene. Thus, the First Book, which

covers much the longest interval in time, will deal

with the events from A.D. 376 to 446, considered

chiefly either as causes or as consequences of the

great - Visigothic invasions (. D. 402 to 414). In

the Second Book will be narrated the history of

ao. the seven eventful years during which Italy and the

#7743 whole of Europe, Teutonic and Roman, trembled

before the might of Attila, king of the Huns. The

Third Book, which will be devoted to the history of

the Vandal invasions of Italy and the revolt of

the German mercenaries in the Roman army, will
narrate the events between A.D. 454 and 476.
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Fulian and Claudian Emperors. 5

Let us rapidly survey the history of the Empire inTrOD.
during the three centuries and a half which inter- _¢*!-
vened between the death of Augustus and the
commencement of the epoch which we are going
to consider in detail (a.D. 14 to 376). The Em-
perors who governed Rome during this period
may be divided broadly into seven great classes:

1. The Julian and Claudian Emperors, four Julisnand
men whose names have burnt themselves for ever Emperors.
into the memory of the human race, Tiberius, *™ 4
Caligula, Claudius, Nero. All these men in dif-
ferent ways illustrated the terrible efficacy of
absolute world-dominion to poison the character
and even to unhinge the intellect of him who
wielded it. Standing, as it were, upon the Mount
of Temptation, and seeing all the kingdoms of
the world and all the glory of them stretched at
an immeasurable distance below their feet, they
were seized with a dizziness® of the soul, and, pro-
fessing themselves to be gods, did deeds at the
instigation of their wild hearts and whirling brains
such as men still shudder to think of. Their hands
were heavy on the old Senatorial families of Rome,
heavier still on their own race, the long-descended
posterity of Venus and of Iulus. In the gene-
alogy of the descendants of Augustus, ‘stabbed,

‘ poisoned,’ “ starved to death,’ are the all but in-
variable obituary notices of the women as of the

! This phrase is taken from Count Champagny, who in his
book Les Cesars has sketched with a master’s hand the chief
characters of that terrible time.
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men. But the imperial Reign of Terror was
limited to a comparatively small number of
families in Rome. The provinces were un-
doubtedly better governed than in the later days
of the Republic, and even in Rome itself the
common people strewed flowers on the grave of
Nero. Frightful as was the waste of money on
the wild extravagances of Caligula and Nero, it
perhaps did not outrun the supply received from
the vast confiscated estates of the slaughtered
senators ; and the tax-gatherer, at any rate in
Italy and the West’, was not yet that name of
terror to the provincials which he became in after
days.

2. The Flavian Emperors ought, perhaps, hardly
to be classed together, so little was there in
common between the just, if somewhat hard,
rule of Vespasian, or the two years’ beneficent
sway of Titus, ‘the delight of the human race,
and the miserable tyranny of Domitian. But
the stupendous Colosseum, the Arch of Titus,
and the Amphitheatre at Verona, serve as an
architectural landmark, to fix the Flavian period
in the memory; and one other characteristic
was necessarily shared by the whole family, the
bhumble origin from which they sprang. After
the high-born Julii and Claudii, the descendants of
pontiffs and censors, noblemen delicate and fasti-

! Finlay considers that as far as Greece was concerned the first
century of the Christian Era was the most miserable portion of

the time parsed under Roman dominion (History of Greece, vol.
i, p. 8o, ed. 1877).
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dious through all their wild debauch of blood, ixTROD.
came these sturdy sons of the commonalty to robe ™
themselves in the imperial purple, and this un-
forgotten lowness of their ancestry, while it gave
a touch of meanness to the close and frugal
government of Vespasian, evidently intensified
the delight of Domitian in setting his plebeian
feet on the necks of all that was left of refined or
aristocratic in Rome. All the more strange does
it seem, when we consider the humble extraction
of these Emperors, that their name should have
remained for centuries the favourite title of Em-
perors no way allied to them in blood, a Claudius
(Gothicus), a Constantine, a Theodosius, and many
more, having prefixed the once ignoble name of
Flavius to their own. And hence, by a natural
process of imitation, the barbarian rulers who
settled themselves within the limits of the Roman
Empire in the fourth and fifth centuries, Bur-
gundian, Lombard, Visigoth, adopted the same
mysteriously majestic fore-name, unconsciously, as
we must suppose, selecting the very epithet! which
best described their own personal appearance?,
yellow-haired sons of the North as they were,

1 Autharis the Lombard adopted the name of Flavius about
the year A.D. 584, Recared the Visigoth about the same time. The
intention appears to have been in each case to signify to their
subjects in Italy and Gaul respectively that they claimed some
portion of the dignity of the Roman Emperors (Paulus Diaconus
de Gestis Langobardorum; cf. note in Dr. Abel's German trans-
lation, p. 60). Odoacer, if the coin attributed to him be correct,
also called himself Flavius.

* Flavius, from flavus, light-haired.
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INTROD. among the dark-coloured Mediterranean popu-

Cam. 1.

Adoptive

lations.

3. The Adoptive Emperors who followed the

Emperors. Flavian dynasty conferred upon the Empire the

A.D,
96-1912.

inestimable boon of nearly a century of internal
peace, order, and good government. If we cannot
acquiesce without reservation in the celebrated
statement of Gibbon, that ¢ If a man were called on
to fix the period in the history of the world in
which the condition of the human race was most
happy and prosperous, he would without hesita-
tion name that which elapsed from the death of
Domitian to the accession of Commodus,” we can
truly say that we know not where to find any
other consecutive series of sovereigns which can
be compared to these illustrious names, Nerva,
Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus, Marcus. Valiant,
accomplished, just, able to bear their share in the
rough work of the defence of the Empire against
external aggression, yet not delighting in war,
these men, with many differences of temperament,
of intellectual power, and of moral excellence, were
alike in their earnest single-heartedness of purpose
to use the vast power entrusted to them for the
good of their world-wide realm. Alike in central
Rome and in the remotest provinces of the Em-
pire, we find the traces of their beneficent activity,
working not as if for a year or a generation, but
for eternity. The column at Rome which com-
memorates the Dacian triumphs of Trajan measures
also the greatness of the excavations for the mag-
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nificent Forum Trajani. From the Lower Danube iNTrOD.
to the Black Sea, from the Upper Danube to the af- O L.
fluents of the Rhine, from the Tyne to the Solway,
from the Frith of Forth to the Frith of Clyde, men
can still trace the boundary lines of the Roman
Empire traced by the mighty hands of Trajan,
Hadrian, and Antoninus. Not even the Colosseum
of Vespasian or the Pantheon of Agrippa im-
presses the mind with a sense of the majestic
strength of Rome so forcibly as the massive bul-
warks of a bridge erected by Hadrian’s cohorts
over some little British stream unknown to the
majority even of Englishmen, or the square and
solid blocks of an Imperial guard-house on some
remote and solitary Northumbrian moor*. And of
these works, with that peculiar quality of grand
permanence which they bear upon their fronts,
and which seems to say that they are the work
of men who could count near a thousand years of
empire behind them, and could count upon more
than a thousand years of empire before them,
the best and most characteristic are those which
were reared in the second century by order of
these princes whom we have called the Adoptive
Emperors.

But for one consideration, the method of selec-
tion, which gave to the Roman world so splendid
a succession of rulers, would seem to be so good
as to deserve to be re-introduced into practical

! I allude especially to the bridge over the North Tyne at
Chollerford and the Mile-castle at House-steads.
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politics. The Commonwealth having once been for-
tunate enough to secure a wise and virtuous ruler,
and having entrusted him with as much power as
possible short of absolute despotism, leaves it
to him to select, in the maturity of his years and
judgment, the man whom he deems likeliest to
carry on his great work in his own spirit of abso-
lute devotion to the welfare of the State. Avoid-
ing thus the oft-recurring absurdities of popular
election, avoiding also the hap-hazard of hereditary
succession, wherein Nature seems sometimes to
amuse herself by producing sons who are the
very burlesques and parodies of their fathers,
the State obtains the selection of the man pre-
sumably the fittest of all her children to govern
in his turn. He is adopted by the reigning
sovereign, calls him father, is treated by him
with the confidence and affection due to a son,
steps naturally into his vacant place at his death,
and carries forward the great and beneficent
schemes of which he has learnt the secret.

An admirable theory, and one which owing to
a combination of favourable circumstances did, as
we have seen, for nearly a century work out most
beneficial results in practice. But every one can
see what is the deep-rooted and enduring prin-
ciple in human nature which must cause it to
fail in the long run. ‘And Abram said, “ Behold
to me thou hast given no seed : and lo, one, born
in my house is mine heir.” And behold the word
of the Lord came unto him saying, “This shall
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not be thine heir, but he that shall come forth ixTROD.

out of thy loins shall be thine heirl”’ Neither
the proverbial jealousy between kings and their
sons, nor the nobler principle of postponing family
affection to the good of the State, can be trusted
to counterbalance, for more than a generation or
two, the irresistible instinct which makes a man
prefer to work for his own offspring rather than
for the offspring of other men, and unwilling to
play at adopting sons when he has sons of his
own growing up around him. So, having got
this principle of hereditary succession deep in the
nature of things, and likely to last as long as the
human race itself, the wisest course seems to be
to accept it, make the best of it, and by the safe-
guards of what we call constitutional government
prevent it from doing more harm than can be
helped to the world.

4. No more striking illustration both of the
strength of the parental instinct and of the mis-
chiefs of hereditary succession, could be afforded
than by the change which befell the Roman Em-
pire in the year A. D. 180, when Marcus Aurelius,
wisest, most patriotic, and most self-denying of
emperors, instead of adopting a successor left his
power to his son Commodus, most brutal and pro-
fligate of tyrants.

The convulsions which followed his murder glmck
mperors

(A-D. 192) were the prelude to the reigns of a
class of men whom we may describe as the
Barrack Emperors, whose reigns made up a

1 Qen. xv. 3, 4.

arr-a84.
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century as miserable and ruinous as the period
of the Adoptive Emperors had been prosperous and
tranquil. The open sale of the Imperial dignity
to Didius Julianus (A.p. 193) by the Preetorian
Guards was only the expression in an unusually
logical and shameless form of the motives which
animated the Roman armies in the successive
revolutions with which they afflicted the State.
The proclamation of a new emperor brought with
it a liberal donative to the common soldiers, pro-
motion and the chance of lucrative employment
in the civil hierarchy to the officers. Therefore,
as a skilful tradesman makes his profit by rapidly
“turning over” his capital, even so in the interests
of the military profession must emperors be made
and unmade with a rapidity which almost takes
away the breath of the historian who tries to
record these bewildering changes. And the Pre-
torians of Rome were not to have a monopoly
of this profitable speculation. It had been dis-
covered long ago that ‘emperors could be made
elsewhere than at Rome, and in Britain, Gaul,
Spain, Africa, on the Persian frontier, wherever
the legions were stationed, pronunciamentos (to
borrow a term from Spanish politics) were con-
stantly occurring, and second-rate generals were
perpetually being hatched into emperors. To-day
the purple robe, the radiated crown, the epithets,
¢ Augustus,” ‘Pius,’ ‘Felix,” ‘Invictus,’ ‘Pater Pa-
triae,” and all the cant of conventional courtliness,
to-morrow the headless trunk, the dagger-stabs in
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the purple, the murdered children, and a legion in INTROD.
the adjoining province greedily fingering their %
new donative and shouting the names of another

pious, happy, and unconquered emperor who had

been mad enough to climb the slippery slope.

In the period of seventy-three years which
elapsed between the death of Severus and the oo
accession of Diocletian, no fewer than eighteen T
emperors were recognised at Rome, besides a
crowd of anti-emperors in the provinces, whose
shifting shadowy forms defy enumeration. Thus
the average length of the reign of each of these
comparatively legitimate emperors was only four
years and three weeks. What state could prosper
which changed even its ministers as often as this ?

But the course of events during the two preceding
centuries had made of the emperor more than any
gingle minister, far more of course than any con-
stitutional king. He was the very mainspring of
the State: in the army, in the courts of law, in
the administration, in legislation, his impulse was
needed to set the machine in motion, his guidance
to keep it in the right track. There are some
great names, some heroic natures belonging to
this time. Decius, Claudius, and Aurelian will
all claim a share of our admiration when we
glance at their deeds in recounting the early
history of the Gothic inroads. But what could
the most strenuous ruler accomplish with so short
a tenure of power? He was just beginning to
learn his work when a mutiny of the soldiery or
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the sword of a barbarian, or one of those terrible
pestilences which denoted and increased the misery
of the time, carried him off, and the skein, more
tangled than ever, fell into the hands of a too
often incapable successor.

Add to this primary evil of the rapid change
of rulers others which were derived from it—
inroads of the Germanic tribes, triumphs of the
increasingly arrogant Persian kings, dilapidation
of the frontier fortresses, utter exhaustion of the
Treasury, and above and beyond all, a depreciation
of the currency such as the world hardly saw
again till the days of the French assignat; and
the picture of this most miserable century is, not
indeed complete, but at least sufficiently dark to
disenchant us with that theory of ¢ Caesarism, of
which it furnishes a fitting illustration.

One point ought not to be left unnoticed. Not
till towards the end of this period of the Barrack
Emperors do we meet with any traces of real
generalship among the Roman military leaders.
The wretched system of pronunciamentos not only
drained the life-blood of the State but ruined the
discipline of the army. It was seen then as it
has so often been seen since in the history of the
world, that if once the interests of the military
profession are allowed to become a paramount con-
sideration in politics, it soon ceases to be an
efficient instrument even for its own purpose of
scientific manslaughter.

5. This time of anarchy was closed by the
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accession of Diocletian, who inaugurated a period INTROD.
short in duration but productive of boundless _°**
consequences to the world, the period of the
Partnership Emperors. Himself borne to power Partner-
by something not very unlike a mutiny of the ih;fpemrs.
troops on the Persian frontier, he nevertheless s,
represented and gave voice to the passionate long-

ing of the world that the age of mutinies might

cease. With this intention he remodelled the in-

ternal constitution of the State and moulded it

into a bureaucracy so strong, so stable, so wisely
organised, that it subsisted virtually the same for

more than a thousand years, and by its endurance
prolonged for many ages the duration of the By-
zantine Empire. With the same end avowedly in

view but doubtless in part also at the promptings

of his own superhuman pride, Diocletian severed
himself more decisively than any of his prede-

cessors from the Augustan policy of recognising

in the emperor only the first of Roman citizens,

and ostentatiously claimed from his subjects a
homage no less servile that that which was ren- - -.
dered to the most absolute of Oriental despots.
The diadem worn after the Persian fashion, the
Jjewelled buskins with their very soles tinged with
purple, the reverence, not by kneeling but by
complete self-prostration on entering the Imperial
presence, exacted from all subjects of whatever
rank—these innovations, almost as alien to the
spirit of Augustus as to that of either Brutus,
were now contentedly acquiesced in and formed




INTROD.

Cr. 1.

16 Introduction.

part henceforward of the traditions of the Roman
monarchy. So, too, did the pompous and inflated
phraseology of the sovereign and his retinue, of
which some samples, such as Sacred Majesty and
Serene Highness, have passed into the language of
modern courts and survive even to our own day.
But the most important principle which Diocle-
tian introduced into the politics of the Empire
was Administrative Division. Recognising the
impossibility of properly ruling those vast domi-
nions from one only seat of government, recog-
nising also the inevitable jealousy felt by the
soldiers of the provinces for their more fortunate
brethren under the golden shower of donatives at
Rome, he divided the Roman world into four great
Prefectures, which were to be ruled, not as inde-
pendent states but still as one Empire by four
partners in one great imperial firm. This prin-
ciple of partnership or association was made elastic
enough to include algo the time-honoured principle
of adoption. Diocletian associated with himself the
stout soldier Maximian as his brother Augustus ;
then these two Augusti adopted and associated
two younger men, (alerius and Constantius, as
junior partners in the Empire, conferring upon
them the slightly inferior title of Caesars. The
Caesar Constantius governed from his capital of
Treves the Prefecture of the (Gauls, containing
the three fair countries of Britain, France, and
Spain. Maximian from his capital (not Rome but
Milan) administered the Prefecture of Italy, com-
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prising Italy Proper, Southern Germany, and iNTROD.
North-Western Africa. Galerius from Sirmium °**

(near Belgrade) ruled the Prefecture of Illyricum,
containing the countries which we now know as
European Turkey and Greece, with part of Hun-
gary, while the rest of the Empire, namely Asia
Minor, Syria, and Egypt, bore the name of the
Prefecture of the East, and owned the immediate
sway of Diocletian himself, who fixed his capital
at Nicomedia in Bithynia.

According to this system while the younger
monarchs, the Caesars, were engaged in the tough
work of the defence of the frontiers, their more
experienced colleagues were to apply their matured
intellects to the less exciting task of internal
government and legislation. Civil war, it was
fondly hoped, was rendered impossible ; for when-
ever an Augustus died his Caesar stood ready to
succeed him, and the nomination of the new Cae-
sar would be decided by the calm collective wisdom
of the three reigning sovereigns.

The scheme was really deserving of a certain
measure of success, and had Diocletian’s colleagues
all been men as just and moderate as Constantius
Chlorus, it probably would have succeeded, at
least for a generation or two. But, as every one
knows, it failed, and that in the very lifetime of
its author. Afler nineteen years of sovereignty,
on the whole well and wisely exercised, Diocletian
retired from the cares of government to his
superb palace and his cabbage-garden by Salona

c
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on the Dalmatian shore of the Adriatic. Much
against his will, the elderly soldier, Maximian,
retired likewise. The health of Constantius was
visibly declining, and the choice of new Caesars
was left to Galerius, the worst of the Imperial
quartett, who chose two men, one of them the
half-witted Maximin Daza, his own nephew, and
both even more unsuited for empire than himself.
Then steamed up and boiled over a very devil's-
cauldron of resentments and rivalries. Constantine
the Great claims successfully the purple worn by
his dead father, Maximian retracts his abdication
and associates his son Maxentius: everybody who
has any conceivable claim upon the Empire is
declaring himself Augustus and his son Caesar:
before the death of Diocletian no fewer than six
men are all posing as full Roman Emperors. We
hasten on to the familiar end. By A.D. 314 two
Emperors alone, Constantine and Licinius, are left,
the former in the West, the latter in the East.
They become brothers-in-law, they endeavour to
persuade the world, perhaps even their own hearts,
that they are friends. But it is of no avail ; the
two queen-bees cannot dwell together in the same
hive; each is bound to destroy or be destroyed.
At the battle of Chrysopolis Licinius is defeated,
soon after he is slain, and Constantine remains
sole heir of the magnificent inheritance of Julius
and of Marcus.

Yet let it not be thought that the scheme of
Diocletian utterly failed. When Constantine dedi-
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cated in A.D. 330 the magnificent city by the swift iNTROD.
Bosporus, which still bears his name, that diamond _°*!_
which still makes so many sore hearts among the
envious queens of the world, he was but giving

bodily shape to the best thought of the deep brain

of Diocletian, and that thought, if it ruined

Rome, perhaps saved the Empire.

6. Constantine the Great and his family make Theologian
up the last but one of our Imperial classes, and hr:"'
may be styled the Theologian Emperors. There 323-363
is this one feature common to Constantine the
Orthodox, to Constantius the Arian, and to Julian
the ‘ Apostate,” that with all of them the relation
of man to the unseen world was the topic which
most profoundly interested the intellect, whether
it succeeded or failed in moulding the life. Con-
stantine’s youth and early manhood were passed
amid the din of Diocletian’s terrible persecution
of the Christians, a persecution which must have
possessed a fascinating interest for him on ac-
count of his father's suspected and his mother’s
avowed attachment to the new faith. That per-
secution was not the work so much of the states-
manlike Diocletian as of the coarse and tyrannical
Galerius: and yet we may almost say, looking
to the relative positions of the Empire and the
Church, that Diocletian himself was bound to
persecute if he did not believel. The Christian

! For a sympathetic, almost admiring estimate of Diocletian's

character from the Christian point of view, see an interesting

monograph by A. J. Mason, on The Persecution of Diocletian
(Cambridge, 1876).
C 2
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Church, a strong and stately hierarchy, proclaiming
its own eternal truth and the absurdity of all other
faiths, had grown up within the easy latitudin-
arianism of the Roman Empire, an imperium in
tmperto. Its Bishops were rapidly becoming the
rivals of the Imperial Vicars, its Patriarchs of the
Imperial Prefects. Even the wife and daughter
of the greatest of the Emperors were believed to
be Christians at heart, and the most popular of
his colleagues more than tolerated the new faith.
In these circumstances, urged on by the malign
influence of Galerius, and influenced perchance
contrary to the advice of his deeper nature by
the traditions of his predecessors and his supposed
duty to the Empire, Diocletian became a perse-
cutor, and having undertaken the bloody task
brought to its execution the same thoroughness,
the same square-headed pertinacity which charac-
terised his whole career as a statesman.

He failed. The Empire which had accepted the
challenge of the Church was signally defeated in
the encounter. Thenceforward it was in the na-
ture of things that the Church should dominate
the Empire. The corruption which was wrought
in Christianity by the atmosphere of the Court
of Constantinople is admitted more or less by all
schools of Christian thought. But, on the other
hand, unbelief itself recognises in the long theo-
logical duel of the fourth century something more
than the mere hair-splittings of ambitious and
worldly ecclesiastics. The constancy of Diocletian’s
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martyrs had achieved the long delayed triumph INTROD.
of Christianity. The Roman world, which had _“*
been for three centuries in doubt what ‘ this new
doctrine whereof thou speakest is, was now pre-
pared, not unanimously, but by an overwhelming
majority, to accept it as ‘the fixed Highway to
the Infinite and Eternal,’ as furnishing the long
sought-for answer to the weary riddle of human
existence.

But what was the answer? In what precise
terms was it framed? As our poet says :—

‘ Heaven opens inward, chasms yawn,

Vast images in glimmering dawn

Half shown are broken and withdrawn '’
There had been something of vagueness in the
language of the earlier teachers of Christianity,
in the very fulness and passion of their faith
something almost like Agnosticism in their manner
of speaking about heavenly things. This must
now exist no longer. If the Gospel was indeed
the new philosophy making void all that Zeno and
Epicurus had taught before, it must have its own
philosophical scheme of the nature of the Godhead,
clear and sharp as anything in the writings of
Plato or of Philo, and capable of being defended
by irresistible logic in all the schools of Alexandria.
The attempt to elaborate such a theological system
out of the statements of the disciples of Jesus
concerning their Master involved the Church and
the Empire in fifty years of the Arian controversy.

! Tennyson, The Two Voices.
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INTROD.  To settle this controversy, as he hoped, but in

o= reality to open the lists and invite all the world
to take part in it, Constantine summoned (A. D.
325) the august Council of Nicaea. From the
standard of orthodoxy established in the Nicene
Creed, Constantine himself before his death, in A.D.
337, visibly declined, and his son, Constantius II,
eventually the sole inheritor of his power, became
one of its bitterest opponents. The twenty-three
years during which Constantius filled the throne
of the East are emphatically the Age of Councils.
Councils were held at Antioch, at Tyre, at Sardica,
at Arles, at Rimini, and at Constantinople. In the
words of a contemporary historian?, ‘Even the
service of the posts was disorganised by the troops
of Bishops riding hither and thither [at the public
expense] to attend what they call Synods, con-
vened by the Emperor's order, in the hope of
bringing every man round to his own opinion.’

A strange spectacle truly, and one which it is
difficult to think of without scorn. Not only the
great and intelligible feud between Athanasius
and the Arians, but the endless divisions and
sub-divisions of the Arians themselves, Homoe-
usians and Homoeans and Eunomians, the in-
numerable creeds, the Bishops set up and pulled
down by the Imperial authority, make up a history
which in the modern reader stirs alterpately the
sensations of weariness and amusement. But
amusement changes into contempt, and contempt

! Ammianus Marcellinus, xxi. 16; 18.
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into indignation, when he discovers that Constan- INTROD.
tius, the main-spring of all this theological acti- ™
vity, was a moody and suspicious tyrant, deeply
imbrued with the blood of his nearest kindred,
constantly sentencing better men than himself to
death at the bidding of the envious eunuchs who
were the ministers of his luxury. Yet even for
the perpetual theological fussiness of Constantius
one might plead for a milder sentence in con-
sideration of that influence of the spirit of the
time, from which no man can altogether free
himself. The whole current of the age swept
men’s minds irresistibly into theology. All that
remained of the intellectual subtlety of the Greek,
of the practical common sense of the Roman, were
engaged in solving the momentous question, ¢ What
is that true-opinion® concerning the Nature of
Christ, the possession of which secures us eternal
life, and the deviation from which, even by a bair's-
breadth, means eternal ruin?’ And the organ
for discovering this true-opinion being a duly
convened council of Bishops, and the expression
of it a creed with duly accentuated anathemas
upon all ‘right-hand errors and left-hand deflec-
tions,’ where could the uneasy conscience and
mystified brain of a theologising Emperor find
rest if not in the bosom of yet another council
formulating with the conveutional anathemas yet
another creed ?

The death of Constantius during the successful

1 5% ddga.
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insurrection of his cousin Julian swept away for a
time these endless creed-spinners. It may seem
strange to class the so-called ‘Apostate’ among
the Theologian Emperors, yet every student of his
life will admit that with him too man’s relation
to the unseen universe was the point round which
all his being turned. He was no Positivist (to use
the language of our own day); though not a
persecutor, except of the mildest type, he was
no Latitudinarian in matters of religion: he was
deeply, seriously, earnestly, impressed with a be-
lief in the existence of the old Olympian gods,
and tried, but without a trace of success, to restore
their worship. He did not say, dying in his tent
by the Tigris of the wound inflicted by the Persian
javelin, ‘Oh Galilean, thou hast conquered!’ yet
he might truly have said so, for the one dearest
wish of his life was foiled. The pagan Theologian
Emperor had made no enduring impression upon
his age. Once more had the full wave of Imperial
power dashed against the calm figure of the Christ,
and once more it retired, not a fold of the seamless
vesture disarranged.

7. The last category of Emperors (from A.D.
363 to 476) might be styled The Sovereigns of the
Sinking Empire : but as we have now reached the
threshold of our special subject, it will be con-
venient to forego any general sketch, and to begin
to paint them with a little more detail.
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CHAPTER II.
THE DYNASTY OF VALENTINIAN.

Anuthorities.

Our chief authority for the reign of Valentinian I and INTROD.

his brother Valens is AMmMiaNUS MarceLuiNus. He wrote
probably between the years 380-39o. His history con-
cludes thus: ‘These things have I as an old soldier and a
Greek set forth to the best of my ability. Beginning with
the sovereignty of Nerva and concluding with the death
of Valens, my work professes to be truthful, and I have
never intentionally deceived either by silence or by mis-
representation. Let others younger and more learned than
I am write about subsequent events [the reign of Theo-
dosius], but I must warn them that if they do so they
will have to train their tongues to a higher style of elo-
quence than mine.’

In calling himself Graecus, Ammianus no doubt means
that he was born in the Greek-speaking provinces of the

CE. 2.

96-378.

Empire. He was perhaps a native of Syria, and he first -

appears in public life under the auspices of Ursicinus
governor of Nisibis, a general of whose qualities he speaks
in terms of high praise, and whose fortunes he followed for
some years. He was of noble birth and probably of hand-
some person, being one of the profectores domestici who as
Procopius says (Hist. Arc. c. 24), were generally selected
on account of their beauty and good family. He him-
gelf tells us, in describing one of his narrow escapes from
his Persian pursuers that he soon found himself ¢ overcome
by the weariness of the march, as being a Noble unaccus-
tomed to such toil ’ (xix. 8, 6).

Of the thirty-one books of his history the first thirteen
are most unfortunately lost. Few writers could have given
us so valuable an insight as Ammianus into the terrible



INTROD.
CH. 2.

26 Dynasty of Valentinian.

convulsions of the third century, the principles of Diocle-
tian’s reorganisation of the State, and the manner in which
the change of the national religion was brought about by
Constantine. Though he was apparently a Pagan he speaks
without bitterness, and sometimes almost with respect, of
Christianity.

The eighteen books which have been preserved, contain
the history of twenty-five years (353-378) and often de-
scribe events actually witnessed by the author, especially in
connection with Julian’s Persian eampaign. Ammianus
as an officer of the household troops was probably himself
present at the death-bed of Julian.

His style has been much and justly blamed. It is
laboured, pompous, often obscure, and it contains some of
the longest and oddest words to be found in any Latin
author. But in fairness it ought to be remembered that
Latin was not his native tongue, that he had spent more
than half of his life in Greek-speaking countries, and that
be had received the training not of a rhetorician but of a
soldier. Of course, also, the best Latin authors of his
time would have compared very unfavourably with those of
the first or even the second century.

But the student who goes to Ammianus not for style but
for thought will certainly not be disappointed. He has
great power of describing character and a quick eye for
social characteristics ; in fact some of his pictures of Roman
manners are worthy to have been painted by Juvenal him-
self. He speaks of natural phenomena and of the wonders
of foreign lands with something of the naif wonder of
Herodotus. Above all he shows everywhere a hearty ad-
miration for all honest men and a genuine hatred of oppres-
gion. No one has travelled far under the guidance of
Ammianus without feeling that he may be safely trusted
to tell the whole truth as far as he knows it.
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THE immediate successor of Julian, the Emperor
Jovian, was a Christian by profession but an
ignoble sensualist in practice. He lived just long
enough to reverse his predecessor’s religious policy,
to conclude a treaty with Sapor, King of Persia,
which abandoned five provinces to the enemy, and
to lead back the humiliated army into Asia Minor.
There, on the frontiers of Bithynia, he died sud-
denly. Some said that the cause of death was his
own gluttony, others talked about the unwhole-
some smell of fresh plaster on the walls of the
imperial bedchamber, or the fumes of an over-
heated fire. The strange thing was that, though
an Emperor was unexpectedly found dead in his
bed, no one suggested that his death had been
other than a natural one.

Valentintan, who was chosen in the room of
Jovian, was a man of very different temper. He
was an able officer, the son of the sturdy Gratian,
a native of Pannonia (Western Hungary), who by
strength and courage had raised himself to a high

place in the Imperial service. From the same

region of Illyricum, which was the country of
Valentinian, had come already Claudius, Aurelian,
Diocletian, and many of the great restorers of the
Empire; and in some qualities Valentinian was
worthy of his Illyrian predecessors. He thoroughly
comprehended the hard work that had to be done
in those evil days by any ruler of the Roman
world, and set himself to do it. Old fortresses
were raised from the dust; mutinous pretensions
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of the soldiery were repressed ; the Alamanni, a INTROD.
German tribe, who were threatening the frontiers Ca. &
of the Empire, from Lake Constance to the city of
Maintz, were warded off in a series of successful
campaigns ; in Britain, in Africa, on the Danube,

the able generals selected by the Emperor led well-
disciplined armies to almost invariable success. He

was hard, exacting, almost rapacious, in the fiscal
administration of his Empire?, but the most discon-
tented of his subjects felt that the money which

was wrung from the provincialswas being devoted to

the defence and improvement of their territory, and

was not, wasted upon the idle luxury of the Court.

But the considerable merits of Valentinian as a Femily fa.
ruler were almost neutralised by one fault, family of \f'l.tll::
favouritism, and two great vices, suspiciousness ™"
and cruelty. When he was first proclaimed Au-
gustus, a murmur arose from the army, drawn
up in its centuries and its maniples, calling upon
bim to secure the safety of the Commonwealth by
naming a partner of his dignity. So deeply had
the principle of associated empire sunk into the
minds of all Romgan subjects, a principle which
probably recommended itself to the soldiery by the
practice of the associated Emperors presenting

! Ammianus is not quite consistent with himself as to the
fiscal administration of Valentinian, ¢ In provinciales admodum
parcus, tributorum ubique molliens sarcinas’ (xxx. 9. 1) seems
high praise, but is not easily reconciled with ‘ Aviditas plus
babendi sine honesti pravique differentii, et indagandi questus
varios per aliense vitae naufragia exundavit in hoc principe
flagrantius adulescens’ (xxx. 8. 8).
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them with a second *donative” For the time
Valentinian, with dignified firmness, refused to
allow the army to dictate to him upon such a
topic, but the suggestion had not fallen on barren
ground, and attentive observers soon perceived
what manner of fruit it was likely to bear. Daga-
laiphus, general of the cavalry, a loyal and capable
soldier, when the Emperor asked counsel of his
officers whom he should nominate as his colleague,
fearlessly replied, ‘If thou lovest thy own kin-
dred, most excellent Emperor, thou hast a brother;
if the Commonwealth, seek some one else around
whose shoulders to hang the purple’ Unfortu-
nately, Valentinian accepted the former alterna-
tive, and nominated his brother Valens to preside
over the Eastern half of the Empire, a man utterly
unfit for supreme rule, who, during their joint
tenure of power, leant in trustful incapacity upon
the strong arm of his elder brother, but whose
helpless blundering when that brother was no
longer at the helm hastened the ruin of Rome.
Three years later Valentinian again announced
to the assembled soldiery tha} he was about to
introduce to them a new Emperor. This time it
was his son Gratian, a lad of eighteen, with many
noble qualities of body and mind, gentler and
more highly cultured than his father, one who in
more peaceful times might have won the honour
and love of all his subjects ; but even he was
scarcely fitted to take a man’s share of the hard
rough work of government, and defence of the
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labouring Empire. It is true that the harmony ixTROD.
of the Augusti’, so often falsely commemorated upon _“**
imperial coins, was in fact secured, but at a some-

what heavy price of inefficiency and misgovernment.

The suspiciousness of Valentinian, in which he Suepicious-
was only too faithfully copied by Valens, recalled lentinian
the gloomy jealousy of Tiberius, but it had also "™ Voo™
some features peculiar to itself and to the time.

He was a man of pure morals, and through the
strange and dreary catalogue of his oppressions
contained in the pages of Ammianus there may be
discerned some desire to chastise the dissoluteness
of the Roman aristocracy, something of that same
spirit which made the Pannonian oppressors of
Italy in our own day represent themselves, not
altogether without reason, as possessing a higher
mora] standard than the race whom they were
keeping down. But after all, the one question of
most intense interest to the brother Emperors and
to the millions of their subjects, and the one
master-key to all their internal policy, was < How
long shall we be Emperors, and who will succeed
us? Nor will the intense nervous interest both
of governors and governed in this question seem
unnatural, when we remember that the Emperor
was the source of all promotion and of all legis-
lation, a Prime Minister, as it were, appointed for
life, unchecked by Parliament, and with a chance,
but not a certainty, of transmitting his power to

! <«CoNCOBDIA AUGGG [ustorum]’ the number of final a@'s
corresponding to that of the harmonious emperors.
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iNTROD. his son. Or, to go across the Atlantic for an
C= 2 analogy to his position, if the quadriennial election
of the President of the United States raises to
fever-pitch the passions of all the army of office-
holders, past, present, and to come, much more
would the dark possibilities and the dramatic sur-
prises of a change in the Imperial dynasty stir the
hopes or rouse the fears of a population, among
whom office of one kind or another was rapidly
becoming the only barrier which separated the

happy from the destitute.
Prevalene  Lhis feverish anxiety with reference to the
e gienl occupants of the throne linked itself in an extra-
ordinary way with the practice of magical arts.
Whether men’s minds were in an unusually excited
state on religious questions, owing to the recent
duel between Heathenism and Christianity {,—
whether Neo-Platonism, with its tendency to
dabble in spells and incantations, had infected
the minds of many of the upper classes,—what-
ever the reason may have been, it is clear that
there was during this period an epidemic of witch-
craft and poisoning on the one hand, and a yet
fiercer epidemic of suspicion of these practices
on the other. For instance, an advocate named
Marinus was accused of having attempted by
wicked arts'—magic—to bring about his marriage
with a lady named Hispanilla. The proof offered
! May not the morbid condition of the public mind in England

under the Stuarts with reference to witches be similarly referred
to the then recent controversies of the Reformation 1
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was of the slenderest kind, but he wds condemned INTROD.
to death. Hymetius, proconsul of ‘Africa, a man O 2
of specially honourable character, was charged
with having induced a celebrated soothsayer
named Amantius to perform some unholy sacri-
fice for him. The soothsayer was tortured, but
denied the accusation. In some secret place, how-
ever, in his house was found a letter in the writing
of Hymetius begging him to perform some strange
rites, whereby the gods might be prevailed upon
to soften the hearts of the Emperors towards him.
The end of the letter, so it was said, stigmatised
Valentinian as a bloody and rapacious tyrant.
Upon the production of this letter, and the
establishment of some other accusations against
him, Amantius the soothsayer was condemned to
death. Hymetius the proconsul was near meeting
the same fate, but escaped by a well-hazarded
appeal to the Emperor. Lollianus, the son of a
prefect, and a youth who had the first down of
manhood on his cheeks, was convicted of having
copied out a book of incantations. He, too, ap-
pealed to the Emperor, but in his case the appeal
only ensured his condemnation, and he died by
the hand of the executioner’. Thus lawlessly
did law rage in the West. In the East, men's
blood was shed on quite as ridiculous pretences.
The Proconsul of Asia, Festinus?, called in the

! Ammianus xxviii. 1.
? This Festinus came from Trient (in the Tyrol). Maximin,
another and yet more cruel prefect under Yalentinian, was born
D
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services of a simple old woman to cure his
daughter of intermittent fever, by a soft charm-
like song which she was wont to sing. The
spell succeeded, and the monster put the poor
old creature to death, as a witch. A philoso-
pher, named Coeranius, writing to his wife, had
added a postscript in Greek, ‘Take care and
crown the gate with flowers.” This expression was
generally used when some great event was about
to happen. Coeranius evidently, in the judgment
of the proconsul, was expecting a change in the
government. He too must be put to death.
In our concluding instance the horrible and the
ludicrous meet together. A young man in the
public baths was seen to be pressing his fingers
alternately on the marble of the bath and his
own chest, muttering each time one of the seven.
vowels in the Greek alphabet, The poor youth’s
real motive for this performance was that he
imagined it would cure a pain in his stomach.
Nevertheless he was haled away to the judgment-
seat of Festinus, put to the torture, and slain by
the sword of the executioner?,

But besides this all-pervading atmosphere of
suspicion, which affected princes and subjects alike,
and which made some parts of the reign of Valen-
in the diocese of Valeria (south of Buda on the right bank of
the Danube). Simplicius, one of his successors, was originally

a schoolmaster at Aemona (Laybach). One perceives a tendency

on the part of these Illyrian Emperors to employ functionaries
from the Northern side of the Alps.

! Ammianus xxix, 2. 22-28.
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e ———————

tinian resemble the period of the ¢ Popish Plot ’ in 1NTROD.

England, or the Reign of Terror in France, there
was something in Valentinian’s nature which par-
took of the mere animal cruelty of a bullying
schoolboy. Thus, we are assured, on the unim-
peachable testimony of Ammianus?, that he used to
keep in dens near his bed-chamber two savage
bears, whom he named, with grim jocosity, ¢The
Golden Darling?®’ and ‘ Innocence,’ that there were
keepers whose regular business it was to see that
these creatures were kept up to a proper pitch of
savagery, and that after the Emperor had with his
own eyes seen Innocence mangle the corpses of
many of his subjects, he dismissed her into the
woods, saying ¢ Innocence has won her freedom 3’

! Ammianus xxix. 3. 9. .

* A conjectural translation of Mica Aurea.

® It must be admitted that in the pages of any writer less
trustworthy or more distant in time than Ammianus, this story
about the bears would be properly rejected as quite incredible,
Had Ammianus been a younger man one might have supposed
that he had taken too literally some half-jesting gossip of the
camp about the severity of the Emperor. But with an old
soldier this explanation seems untenable. It is true that Lac-
tantins (De Mortibus Persecutorum, cap. xxi) tells, with even
more circumstantial details, a similar story concerning Galerius,
but Valentinian's profession of Christianity, however little it
availed to ensure holiness of life, might at least have been
expected to make such an open outrage upon humanity impos-
sible. Ammianus’s rather turgid sentence (‘Innocentiam deni-
que post multas, quas ejus laniatu cadaverum viderat sepuituras
... dimisit’) may perhaps mean that the dead bodies [of criminals
already executed in due course of law] were thrown to the bear
for food. But I do not pretend to be able to explain, to believe,
or to reject this strange story.

D 2

Cn. 2.
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A page of Valentinian’s let slip too soon upon the
game a Spartan hound that sprang up and bit
him. The enraged Emperor ordered him to be
beaten to death with clubs upon the spot. A
foreman in the imperial workshops brought for the
Emperor's acceptance a beautifully polished steel
breastplate, which he had made to order. It
wanted a little of the stipulated weight, and the
too clever craftsman, instead of receiving even a
diminished payment, was ordered off to instant
execution’. A day or two before the Emperor’s
death, his horse happened to rear as he was in the
act of mounting it. In the struggle a hand of
the groom who held it came somewhat roughly
in contact with the Imperial person. He at once
ordered that offending hand to be chopped off, and
would have proceeded even to take the innocent
lad’s life, if the officer in charge of the stables had
not interfered and obtained for him a fortunate
reprieve.

Such was the life of this hard, laborious, cruel
Emperor, and his death corresponded with his life.
The Quadi, a tribe of barbarians, possibly of Scla-
vonic origin? aggrieved at the erection of a
Roman fortress on their side of the Danube, had
burst into the Empire, and cruelly ravaged the
province of Pannonia, Valentinian’s own native

land. In the following year (A.D. 375) the Em-

! Ammianus xxix. 3.
* They are generally mentioned in conjunction with Sarmatae,
to whom they were ‘similar in manners and mode of warfare.’
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peror marched against them with a powerful host, INTROD.

and the Quadi, desirous to deprecate his wrath,
sent a humble embassy to meet him at the town
of Bregetio, on the Danube, about one hundred
miles below Vienna. The contrast was a striking
one between the Emperor of the Romans?, tall,
erect, with limbs of admirable- symmetry, with
steel cuirass, and helmet adorned with gold and
gems, a stern gleam in his blue-gray eyes, but
‘looking every inch an emperor,” and over against
bim the squalid forms of the ambassadors of the
Quadi, with their breastplates of horn sewn upon
linen jackets, so that the pieces overlapped one
another like the feathers of a bird, shrinking,
bending, seeking by every motion of their bodies
to appease the anger of the terrible Augustus.
‘ They had not intended to declare war against the
Empire. No assembly of the chiefs had been con-
vened. Nothing had been done by the regular
council of the nation. A few robber-hordes close
to the river had done deeds which they regretted,
and for which they must not be held responsible.
But indeed that fortress should not have been
built upon their territory, and it stirred the
clownish hearts of their people to frenzy to behold
it At the mention of the fortress the Emperor
struck in with terrible voice, upbraiding the bar-
barians with ingratitude for all the benefits of
Rome. They continued to endeavour to soothe
him. His voice faltered, but not from softened

! Ammianus xxx, 9. 6 ; xXix. 3. 4 ; Xxvil. 10. I1; xVil. 12. 2.

CH. 2.
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feeling. His attendants saw that he was about
to full, wrapped his purple round him, and bore
him to an inner room, that the barbarians might
not look upon the weakness of an Emperor. In
the full torrent of his rage he had been seized
with some sudden malady, probably apoplexy?’,
and after a terrible struggle with death the strong
tempestuous-souled man died, apparently before
nightfall, He had lived fiftyfour years, and
reigned twelve.

At the time of the death of Valentinian his
eldest son, Gratian, was sixteen years of age. By
a second wife, Justina, the deceased Emperor had
left a boy named after him (Valentinian II), who
was now four years old, and who was raised to the
throne, his mother governing as regent. In the
division of the Empire, Gratian had  the Gauls,
that is, Britain, France and the Netherlands, and
Spain. Justina and her son took Italy, Illyricum,
and Africa. Valens, as before, held ‘the East,
that is, the countries of Egypt, Syria, and Asia
Minor, with the eastern half of European Turkey.
Thus the result of the principle of association, as
practised by Valentinian, had been to hand over
the Roman world to the sovereignty of a boy, a
woman, and a man whose abilities were below
mediocrity. It is no marvel that the outcome
was disastrous.

Both physically and mentally Valens was a man

! Ammianus’s description seems to waver between apoplexy
and hemorrhage from the lungs.
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of meaner mould than the brother upon whom INTROD.

during his life he constantly leaned for support.
He had one virtue as a ruler, frugality, and he
was thereby enabled considerably to lighten the
burden of taxation, but he did not, according to
the stereotyped official phrase, ‘ combine economy
with efficiency.” Unlike his brother, who was a
staunch upholder of religious toleration, Valens
was a fanatical and persecuting Arian, His acts
of oppression have no doubt been somewhat
magnified by the party which in the end success-

fully asserted its right to the name of Orthodox,

but there can be no doubt that the whole influ-
ence of the Eastern Court was thrown, with bitter
violence, upon the side of those who rejected the
Nicene Creed. It is most important to remem-
ber that thus, during the whole of the period of
forty-one years which elapsed between the acces-
sion of Constantius and the death of Valens
(337-378), except the short interval caused by
the reigns of Julian and Jovian, Arianism was
the state-religion of all the Eastern provinces of
the Empire.

In person, Valens was of moderate stature, with
crooked legs and somewhat protruding stomach,
swarthy visage, and something like a squint,
which was not, however, observable at a distance.
He was passionate, suspicious, covetous, with
neither courage nor skill in war, and it is easy
to see that he was continually haunted with a
feeling of his own unfitness for the exalted posi-

Cu. 2.
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tion in which Fortune had placed him, and with
the thought that his subjects were commenting
upon that unfitness.

His share in the persecution of those who prac-
tised unlawful arts was even larger than that of
his brother in the West. This persecution raged
furiously in the province of Asia and its capital
Ephesus, where ‘those which used curious arts’
were compelled to ‘bring their books together’
by an influence very different from the persuasive
teaching of the Apostle Paul, at the bidding of a
fierce proconsul named Festus, who slew and
banished relentlessly those suspected of such dark
practisings with the infernal powers. There is

' reason to fear that not only there, but over the

whole Roman world, many books which would"
now be of priceless value, as illustrating the philo-
sophy and theology of the classical nations,
perished at this time. The story of the origin
of this particular spasm of superstitious anger
illustrates the jealous and timid nature of Valens,
and at the same time unexpectedly brings us
face to face with the practices of modern Spiri-
tualism.

‘A young man named Theodorus (at Antioch),
one of the Imperial notaries, well born and bred,
fell into the hands of flatterers, who perverted his
honest nature, and persuaded him to consult with
that class of persons who say they have the power
of divining future events. The enquiry being put,
who should be the next Emperor after Valens,
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they placed a tripod in the midst, which in some INTROD.
mysterious manner was to indicate the reply.’ cn 2
Ammianus explains more minutely that the tri- xsix.1.
pod, made of laurel-wood, consecrated with mys-
tical incantations, and perfumed with Arabian
spices, was set in the middle of the house, having
upon it a round dish, on the rim of which were
inscribed the twenty-four letters of the alphabet.
Thereupon entered a person clad in linen, and ./ »f -
with linen socks upon his feet, who shook to and .,
fro a curtain to which a ring was hung with a
very fine thread. As the curtain fell the ring
touched successively letter after letter, and thus
for ordinary inquirers composed prophetic verses
in heroic measure. But in this case ‘the letters
indicated upon the tripod were first O, then E,
then O, then A’ (Theod-), which were at once
accepted by the bystanders as an assurance that
Theodorus should be the successor of Valens.
Tnstead of this, however, an information was laid
against him, and the jealous Emperor caused him
to be put to death, and not him only, but, accord-
ing to one authority, many other innocent men Socrates
whose names began with the dreaded letters, such ticusiv. 1g.
as Theodorus, Theodotus, Theodosius, Theodulus,
and so forth. And from this cause proceeded that
impetuous onslaught on all the professors of divin-
ation at Ephesus which has just been described.

After all, however, the disastrous end of the
reign and life of Valens came neither from do-
_ mestic conspiracy nor from Persian conquest, from
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which quarter he seems to have apprehended most
danger to his Empire. It came from battle with
the Goths, to whose history we now turn, gladly
escaping from the close air of suspicious and
blood-stained courts to the vast plains of central
Europe, in which for centuries had wandered that
great Gothic tribe which was to send forth two
conquerors of Italy, and to found one European
state which exists till the present day.
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Authorities.
Sources :—

JorNANDES or JORDANES, a man of Gothic descent, wrote INTROD.
his ‘History concerning Gothic Affairs’ probably about a.p, C=- 3
552. He is often spoken of as Bishop of Ravenna, but this
appears to be a mistake, as we have very full lists of the
vecupants of this see, in none of which does his name ap-
pear. He was, however, an ecclesiastic of some sort, and it
is probable that he wrote in or near Ravenna.

All that we really know about the origin and personal
history of Jornandes is told us by himself in the fiftieth
chapter of his book on Gothic Affairs. ¢ The Sciri and Sata-
garii, and the rest of the Alans occupied [about A.Dp. 455]
the lesser Scythia and the lower -Moesia [the Dobrudscha
and Bulgaria]. Their general [or duke] was named Can-
dax, and to him my grandfather Peria (father of my father
Alanouvamuth) was Notary (or Chancellor) so long as he
lived, Moreover his sister’s son Guntheigs, who was also
called Baza, the son of Andags, the son of Andala, of the
[royal] race of the Amals, was his Master of the Forces.’

This gives us the following

PEDIGREE OF JORNANDES.

N Axnpara
(of the seed of the Amals).
PERA A sister == ANDAGS.
(Notary of King
C;nd]nx).
ALAXOUVAMUTH. GUNTHEIGS
| also called Baza
JORNANDES (Magister Militam of
or Jordanes. King Candax).

Evidently his cousin Guntheigs, with his Amal descent,
was the great man of the family.
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INTROD. Jornandes continues: ‘I also, although an unlettered

C8. 3 man, Jornandes, before my conversion [i.e, no doubt,

before taking clerical or monastic vows] was a notary.’

(¢ Ego item, guamvis agrammatus, Jornandes [al. Jordames)

anle conversionem meam Notarius fui') Jornandes need

scarcely have told us that he was agrammatus, for every

page of his history shows how thin was the veneer of

classical learning which he possessed. Such value as

belongs to his writings is derived from the fact that

he was a copyist and epitomiser of Cassioporus (a.D.

480-575) ¢ the Senator,’ the accomplished minister of the

Ostrogothic king Theodoric, and the author of a History of

the Goths, in twelve books, which unfortunately is entirely

lost. Jornandes seems to assert in his Preface that he had

only had the loan of this book for three days. If this be

80, he deserves credit for having preserved so much of it,
though with many obvious inaccuracies.

In several parts of the work of Jornandes the movement
of the old Teutonic ballads (the Sagas) is distinctly percep-

( tible. This is especially the case in his history of Attila.

The chief work of Jornandes, as has been already said,
is the De Rebus Geticis (32 pages folio in Muratori’s
Rerum Italicarum Scriptores, vol. i). He also wrote a
treatise De Regnorum et Temporum Successione (20
pages, in the same volume), containing the history of the
world from Adam to Justinian, from which a little addi-
tional information respecting the events of the fifth aud
sixth centuries has been collected.

As to the precise form of his name, it will be seen that
the MSS. waver between Jornandes and Jordanes. Jor-
danes is now almost invariably adopted by German scholars,
and is believed to be supported by the best documentary
evidence, but considering how much more familiar the form
Jornandes is to English scholars, it has seemed best to
adhere to it throughout this History.

Zosiuus (flourished in the latter part of the fifth century)
gives some interesting particulars about the early iuroads
of the Goths, His work is described among the authorities
for the next chapter,
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Dexrpeus (Hourished a.p. 267) wrote the history of the INTROD.
Gothic war, in which he bore so honourable a part. A few CE-3.
scattered fragments have come down to us, chief among
them a speech, which is supposed to have been uttered by
Dexippus himself to the Athenian soldiery. (See Dexippi,
&c., Fragmenta, edited by Bekker and Niebuhr, Bonn,
1829.)

Guides :—

Aschbach, Geschichte der Westgothen (1827). A sen-
sible and generally accurate monograph on the History of
the Visigoths, from the earliest times down to the fall of
the Gothic monarchy in Spain.

Pallmann, Geschichte der Volkerwanderung, vol. i
(1863). The author is a very Rationalist in Teutonic his-
tory. Notwithstanding the title of his book, his chief
object seems to be to show that there was no ¢ wandering
of the nations,’ that all the events which brought about the
great movement of the barbarian races against the Empire
may be accounted for by the most prosaic and common-
place motives; and to a certain extent he proves his point.
His book is not very skilfully put together, but his micro-
scopical analysis of the authorities may often be of service
to the student. (The first volume has been used by me in
revision only.)

Herzberg’s Geschichte Griechenlands unter der Herr-
schaft der Romer, vol. iii (1875), contains a very spirited
and accurate sketch of the Gothic inroads into the Empire
in the third century, and especially of the war in Attica.

For the life and literary work of ULFiLAS consult : —

Massmann, Ulfilas. Die Heiligen Schriften in Gothischer
Sprache. Stuttgard, 1857.

Rev. J. Bosworth, Gothic and Anglo-Saxon Gospels.
London, 1865.

(A complete English edition of Ulfilas is still a desi-
deratum.)

Max Miiller, Lectures on the Science of Language, First
Series, pp. 185-194 (fourth edition).

My own views on the literary and theological posi-
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tion of Ulfilas are stated more at length in an article on
Ulfilas, the Apostle of the Goths, contributed to the Edin-
burgh Review for October 1877.

WHEN and from what causes the great Teutonic
family, of which the Goths formed a portion, mi-
grated westwards from the Asiatic home of the
Aryan races, it will probably be impossible ever to
determine. It is enough to accept the undoubting
assertion of the ethnologist that this migration
did once take place, and to observe that the
national traditions and mythology seem to point,
in however vague and feeble a manner, towards
the same conclusion.

But the first clear utterance of tradition among
the Goths points to Sweden as their home. It is
true that this theory of the Swedish origin of the
Goths has of late been strenuously combated, but
until it is actually disproved (if that be possible)
it seems better to accept it as a ‘working hypo-
thesis, and, at the very least, a legend which
influenced the thoughts and feelings of the nation
itself.

Condensing the mnarrative of Jornandes, and
winnowing away from it a good deal of classical
learning, of the irrelevance or the worthlessness of
which we are able to form our own opinion, we
get some such results as these ;—

‘The island of Scanzia [peninsula of Norway
and Sweden] lies in the Northern Ocean, oppo-
site the mouths of the Vistula, in shape like a
cedar-leaf, In this island, a warehouse of nations
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(‘ officina gentium’), dwelt the Goths, with many ixTROD.
other tribes, whose uncouth names are for the °* %
most part forgotten, though the Swedes, the Fins,
the Heruli, are familiar to us.

‘From this island the Goths, under their king
Berig, set forth in search of new homes. They
had but three ships, and as one of these during
their passage always lagged behind, they called
her Gepanta, “the torpid one,” and her crew, who
ever after showed themselves more sluggish and
clumsy than their companions when they became
a nation, bore a name derived from this circum-
stance Gepidae, the Loiterers.

‘ However all, both loiterers and nimble ones,
came safely to land at a place not far from Dant-
zic, which was called ever after Gothi-scanzia.
There in that retuse angle of the Baltic coast they
settled themselves, pressing hard upon the Van-
dals, their neighbours’ (And here we remark,
incidentally, the fact that in this same region, the
East Prussia of modern geography, Tacitus, writ-
ing about the end of the first century A.p., placed
the tribe of Gothones. These may not have been
the same as our Goths, but there seems at first
gight a strong probability that they were.)

‘From this corner of the Baltic, finding them-
selves straitened for room, the Gothic wanderers,
who were now becoming a great nation, roamed
southwards and eastwards under the guidance of
Filimer, the fifth king from Berig. Somewhere
in the vast steppes of Lithuania, when they were
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crossing a river, a bridge gave way and half of
the great army-nation perished in the stream, and
in the morasses on either side of it'. And even
to this day (say A.D. 550) the passers by often
hear afar off the cries of cattle, and see faint
traces of men hovering about that melancholy
spot. But the other half of the host moved
onwards’ They emerged victorious from many
conflicts with the yet ruder tribes through whom
their path lay, and at length the endless horizon
was broken by a dip of blue. Perhaps the long
train of waggons halted, and women and children
clambered down out of their recesses to see that
dim and far-off feature in the landscape which
told them that their wanderings were reaching a
close. The journeyers from the Baltic had indeed
reached the Euxine, the same sea which, centuries
before, the ten thousand returning Greeks had
hailed with the great cry, ¢ Thalatta, Thalatta.’
Ignorant as yet of the very name of Greece, the
Gothic minstrels for many generations preserved
in their songs the remembrance of the thrill of
delight which went through the hearts of their
fathers at the sight of that Southern sea.

The date of this migration of the Goths ‘is

now South uncertain ; but, as far as we can judge from the

Russia.

indications afforded by contemporary Roman events,

! It would be a strange and not an impossible coincidence, if
this stream, whose name is not mentioned, were the Beresina,
of similarly disastrous memory for the Grand Army of Na-
poleon.
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it was somewhere between 100 and 200 A.D. At INTROD.
any rate, by the middle of the third century, we Cu. 3.
find them firmly planted in the South of Russia.
They are now divided into three nations, the
Ostrogoths on the East, the Visigoths on the West,
the lazy Gepidae a little to the rear—that is, to
the North of both. Tribes both Sclavonic and
Tartar had roamed over these wide plains, vaguely
called Scythia, for centuries before, and have
roamed or encamped there for centuries since,
but it is important for us to remember that
these men are Teutons of the Teutons, as purely
German as Herman (Arminius) himself, and that
all the main features of German life, as sketched
by Tacitus, were doubtless exhibited among them.
Moreover, the evidence of language shows that
among the Teutonic races they belonged to the
Low German family of peoples : more nearly allied,
that is to say, to the Dutch, the Frieslanders, and
to our own Saxon forefathers, all of whom dwelt
by the flat shores of the German Ocean or the
Baltic Sea, than to the Suabians and other High
German tribes who dwelt among the hills by the
upper waters of the Rhine, the Elbe, and the
Danube. The backs of these Gothic nations are
towards the Scythian desert, their faces towards
the Euxine and the Danube, and they are only
watching their opportunity for another migration
less peaceful than the last.

The opportunity came in the middle of the third
century. The confusion in the affairs of the Roman

E
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iNTROD. Empire, under the men whom I have styled the
Cx. 3. Barrack Emperors, had become indescribable. Civil
war, pestilence, bankruptcy, were all brooding over
the Empire. The soldiers had forgotten how to
fight, the rulers how to govern. It seemed as if
the effete and unwieldy Empire would break down
under its own weight almost before the Barbarians

were ready to enter into the vacant inheritance,
Emperor  Under the reign of Philip the Arabian, the
P:i'f; (. Goths began to complain that thejr stipendia,
subsidies which were probably something like
our own Danegeld, disguised under the form of
soldiers’ pay, had been withheld from them; a
measure which was probably due not so much to
any deliberate change of policy as to the utter
disorganisation into which the finances and the
Invasion of administration of the Empire had fallen. Upon
i‘;"&‘:ﬁ%ﬁ"’ this provocation they moved westward and south-
845 ward, occupied Dacia, which the Romans had not
yet entirely abandoned, and crossing the Danube,
laid waste the province of Moesia - (the modern
Bulgaria), and besieged Marcianople (Shumla).
After a long blockade they accepted a large sum
of money from the inhabitants to raise the siege
and return home. The leader in this expedition
is said to have been King Ostrogotha, and: whether
this be the name of a man or an embodiment of
a nation, there seems to be no doubt that as a
rule, during all the events of the succeeding 120
years, the Ostrogoths were the leading tribe. On
this occasion the *Torpids, the Gepidae, were
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excluded altogether from the venture, an exclusion INTROD.
which they bitterly resented. Brooding over this Ce. 3
glight, and dissatisfied with their narrow boundaries, mnav:_ith
they first made a furious, successful, and almost pidse.
exterminating raid upon their neighbours, the
Burgundians, and then their king Fastida sent

to Ostrogotha, saying, ‘I am hemmed in with
mountains and choked with forests, give me land

or meet me in battle” ¢ Deeply,’ said Ostrogotha,

‘as I should regret that tribes so nearly allied

as you and we should meet in impious and fra-
tricidal strife, yet land I neither can nor will

give you' They joined battle in the north-west
corner of Hungary ; the Gepidae were thoroughly
beaten, and Fastida fled humiliated to his home.

So many fell in the battle that, as Jornandes

hints with a grim smile, ¢they no longer found

their land too strait for them’

After this episode the Goths returned to their Emperor
more important business, the war with Rome. ,.9-s5:,
Cmiva was now their King, and Decius was Em-
peror of Rome, a man unfavourably known to us
in ecclesiastical history as having set on foot
one of the fiercest persecutions of the Christians,
that namely to which the illustrious Cyprian fell
a victim. Yet Decius was no mere tyrant and
voluptuary, persecuting and torturing for the sake
of a new sensation. He had in him some of the
heroic spirit of his great namesakes, the Decii of

! ¢Crescenti populo dum terras coepit addere, incolas patrios
reddidit rariores.” (De Rebus Geticis, cap. xvii.)
E 2
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the Samnite wars. He was willing, even as they
had done, to sacrifice himself for the glory of
Rome, to which the Goths without and the Chris-
tians within seemed to him to be equally hostile ;
and his calm readiness to accept death in the
discharge of his duty, showed that he shared the
heroism of the martyrs whose blood he blindly
shed.

King Cniva, with 70,000 of his subjects, crossed
the Danube (probably on the ice), a day’s march
above Rustchuk, at the place which is still called
Novo-grad, and was then known as Novae. In his
first campaign he seems to have defeated Priscus,
the Roman Governor, and then to have swept with
devastating fury over the plains of Moesia (Nor-
thern Bulgaria), and up to the line of the Bal-
kans. Next year the central event of the war
was the siege of Philippopolis, in the valley of the
Maritza, whither vast quantities of plundered pro-
vincials had flocked for refuge. The siege flagged,
—these northern barbarians were generally unfor-
tunate in their operations against walled towns,—
and time was given for the Emperor Decius him-
gself to arrive with an army to raise it. A battle
ensued, which was evidently a terrible one. Thirty
thousand Goths lay dead upon the field. We are
not informed of the numbers lost by the Romans,
but apparently they must have been yet greater,
since the battle was by Roman writers accounted
a defeat, and the main object of the war was not
attained. Philippopolis, with all its panic-stricken
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o

inhabitants (of whom it is said that 100,000 were INTROD.

put to the sword) and all their treasure, fell into
the hands of the barbarians.

But either their own terrible losses or the de-
moralising effect of the pillage of Philippopolis
caused the fortune of war to turn somewhat
against the Goths. They found themselves hard
pressed by Decius, and offered, we are told, to re-
linquish all their captives and all their spoil if they
might be allowed to return in peace to their own
land. Decius refused their request, and posted one
of his most highly trusted generals, the Senator
Gallus, with a large body of troops across the
line of their homeward march. If we may trust
a Roman historian! (which is doubtful, since a
beaten army is always ready with the cry of
treachery), Gallus, already coveting the Imperial
crown, opened negotiations with the barbarians,
and these by a concerted arrangement posted
themselves near a very deep swamp, into which
by a feigned flight they drew Decius and his
troops. The Romans floundering in the bog soon
got into disorder. Moreover, at this critical pe-
riod, Herennius, the brave young son of the Em-
peror, fell pierced by a Gothic arrow. The troops
offered their rough and hasty sympathy to the
bereaved father, who answered with stoical calm-
ness, ‘I do not account the death of one soldier
so great a loss” He himself soon after perished.
With a vast multitude of his officers and men, he

! Zosimus, copied by Zonaras.
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was sucked in by that fatal swamp, and not even
his corpse, nor those of thousands of his followers,
were ever recovered. Gallus, who succeeded to the
vacant purple, made a hasty and ignominious peace
with the barbarians, agreeing to pay them a large
annual sum of money, which might be called either
subsidy or tribute according to the nationality of
the speaker.

The peace which Gallus had made with the
invaders proved to be but a short fruce, and
they were soon again employed in the ravage of
Asia as well as of Europe. In the slight sketch
which is all that is here attempted of the early
operations of the Goths, it will not be needful
to try to disentangle the chronology of this pecu-
Larly difficult period. At least four times they
made expeditions which anticipated the future
exploits of the Northmen. Making a league with
the petty chieftains of the tribes bordering on the
Cimmerian Bosporus (Straits of Kertch), they
transparted their men in the ships lent them by
these allies to the coasts of what we now call
Circassia and Georgia.

Their first attempt upon the fortifications of
Pityus (the modern Soukoum Kaleh) was un-
successful, but returning the same season they
found a large part of the Roman garrison removed,
to defend another portion of the frontier, and took
the fortress with but little difficulty. Trebizond,
on the southern shore of the Black Sea, being
surrounded by a double wall, and strongly gar-
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risoned, might have been expected to prove an INTROD.
insuperable obstacle. But the Goths, who had =%
discovered that the defenders of the city kept a

lax watch, and passed their time in feasting and
drunkenness, quietly collected a quantity of wood
which they heaped up one night against the lowest

part of the walls, and so mounted to an easy
conquest. The demoralised Roman soldiers poured

out of the city by the gate opposite to that by
which the Goths were entering. The barbarians

thus came into possession of an untold quantity

of gold and captives, and, after sacking the temple

and wrecking the stateliest of the public buildings,
returned by sea to their own land.

Their success stimulated a large neighbouring 3.
tribe of Goths to undertake a similar enterprise.
These however, dreading the uncertainties of the
navigation of the Euxine, marched by land from
the mouths of the Danube to the little lake of
Philea, about thirty miles north-west of Byzantium.
There they found a large population of fishermen,
whom they compelled to render them the same
service with their boats which the men by the
Sea of Azof had rendered to their countrymen.
Sailing boldly through the Bosporus they wrested
the strong position of Chalcedon at its mouth from
a cowardly Roman army far superior to them in
numbers, and then proceeded to lay waste at their
leisure the rich cities of Bithynia. The men who
had overcome so many difficulties were, after all,
stopped by the Rhyndacus, an apparently incon-
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giderable stream which falls into the Sea of Mar-
mora. Retracing their steps, therefore, they tran-
quilly burned all the Bithynian cities which they
had hitherto only plundered, and piling their vast
heaps of spoil on waggons and on ships, they re-
turned to their own land.

The foregoing account of this inroad of the
barbarians is given to us by Zosimus the Greek
historian. The Goth Jornandes, whose historical
perspective is not extremely accurate, informs us
that during the expedition ¢ they also sacked Troy
and Ilium, which were just beginning to breathe
again for a little space after that sad war with
Agamemnon!” But neither Chalcedon nor Troy
seems to have imprinted itself so deeply in the
barbarian memory as a certain town of Anchialus
in Thrace (now the tolerably famous Bourghaz),
built just where the range of the Balkans slopes
down into the Euxine Sea. For at or near to
Anchialus ‘there were certain warm springs re-
nowned above all others in the world. for their
healing virtues, and greatly did the Goths delight
to wash therein” One can imagine the children
of the North, after the fatigue of sacking so many
towns, beneath the hot sun of Asia Minor, re-
quiring divers washings in these nature-heated
baths. ¢And having tarried there many days they
thence returned home?.’

1 ¢Vastantes in itinere suo Trojam Iliumque, quas, viz a bello
tlo Agamemnoniaco aliguantulum respirantes, rursus hostili

mucrone deletae sunt.’
* Jornandes, De Rebus Geticis, cap. xx.
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A third expedition, which must have been also iNTROD.
partly maritime, brought these hardy and mis- ™%
chievous barbarians to another well-known spot, 26>
to the Ionic city of Ephesus, where they signalised
their tarriance by the destruction of that magni-
ficent Temple of Diana, one of the Seven Wonders
of the World, of whose hundred marble columns,
wreathed round by sculptured figures in high relief,
an English explorer! has lately discovered the
pathetically defaced ruins.

But a greater shrine of art than even Ephesus The Goths
was to be visited by the unwelcome pilgrimage " ‘:;l;e_m'
of the Teutons. Five years later the German
tribe of the Heruli (accompanied possibly by some
of the Goths properly so called), with a fleet
which is said to have consisted of five hundred
ships—if they should not rather be called  mere
boats—sailed again through the Bosporus, took
Byzantium, ravaged some of the islands of the
Archipelago, and landing in Greece, wasted not
only Corinth, Sparta, and Argos, but even Athens
herself, with fire and sword. The soft and cul-
tured Athenians, lately immersed in the friendly
rivalries of their professors of rhetoric, and who
had for centuries not seen a spear thrown in anger,
were terrified by the apparition of these tall, gaunt,
skin-clothed barbarians under their walls. They
abandoned their beautiful city without a struggle,
and as many as could do so escaped to the demes,
the little villages scattered along the heights of

» 1 Mr. J.T. Wood (Discoveries at Ephesus; London, 1877%).
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Hymettus and Cithaeron. It was probably during
the occupation of Athens by the barbarians which
followed this surrender that a characteristic in-
cident occurred. A troop of Teutonic warriors
roaming through the city in search of something
to destroy, came to one of the great libraries which
were the glory of Athens. They began to carry
out the parchment rolls, full of unintelligible
learning, and to pile them up in a great heap,
intending to behold a magnificent bonfire. *Not
so, my sons,’ said a gray-bearded Gothic veteran ;
‘leave these scrolls untouched, that the Greeks may
in time to come, as they have in time past, waste
their manhood in poring over their wearisome
contents. So will they ever fall, as now, an easy
prey to the strong unlearned sons of the North.’
That the Gothic veteran spoke only a half-truth
when he uttered these words was soon shown by
the valiant and wisely planned onset which was
made upon the barbarians by Dexippus, rhetorician,
philosopher, and historian, who at the head of only
2000 men, co-operating apparently with an Imperial
fleet, succeeded in expelling the barbarians from
Athens, and to some extent effaced the stigma
which their recent cowardice had brought upon
the name of the Greeks. Details as to the siege
and counter-siege are alike wanting, but we still
have the speech, truly said to be not altogether
unworthy of a place in the pages of Thucydides,
in which the soldier-sophist, while cautioning his
followers against rash and unsupported skirmishes,
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breathes a high heroic spirit into their hearts, and vTROD.
appeals to them to show themselves fit inheritors _**
of the great traditions of their forefathers. ‘Thus

shall we win from men now living, and from those

who are yet to be, the meed of ever-to-be-remem-
bered glory, proving in very deed that even in the
midst of our calamities the old spirit of the Athe-

nians is not abated. Let us therefore set our
children and all our dearest ones upon the
hazard of this battle for which we now array our-
selves, calling upon the all-seeing gods to be our
helpers.’

‘When they heard these words, the Athenians
were greatly strengthened, and begged him to lead
them on to battle,’ in which, as has been already
said, they appear to have won a complete victory.

All these inroads of the Goths occurred under Character
the reign of the Emperor Gallienus, that cele- Emperor
brated poco-curante, who took both the captivity G:::f::;
of his father (Valerian) and the rapid dismem-
berment of his Empire with such charming com-
posure and serenity. ‘Egypt,’ said one of his
ministers to him, ‘has revolted.” ‘What of that?
cannot we dispense with Egyptian flax ' Fearful
earthquakes have happened in Asia Minor, and the
Goths are ravaging all the country’ <¢But cannot
we do without Lydian saltpetre?” When Gaul
was lost he gave a merry laugh, and said, Do you
think the Republic will be in danger if the Consuls’
robes cannot be made of the Gaulish tartan ?’

On the death of Gallienus, a sovereign of very
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INTROD. different temper ascended the throne. Claudius IT

Cn. 8.

and his successor Aurelian, notwithstanding the

(1?:1,:‘;?;3: 11 ghortness of their reigns, effectually dissipated the
268-370. Tn0squito-swarms of barbarian invaders and pro-

Invasion
by the
Goths in
larger
nambers
than
before,

Their
defeat.

vincial usurpers who were ruining the unhappy
dominions of Gallienus.

The two campaigns (of 268 and 269) in which
the Emperor Claudius vanquished the barbarians
are related with great brevity, and in such a shape
that it is not easy to harmonise even the scanty
details which are preserved for us. It seems clear,
however, that the Goths (both Ostrogoths and Visi-
goths), with all their kindred tribes, poured them-
selves upon Thrace and Macedonia in vaster num-
bers than ever. The previous movements of these
nations had been probably but robber-inroads:
this was a national immigration. The number of
their ships (or skiffs) is stated by Zosimus at 60c0.
This is probably an exaggeration or an accidental
corruption of the historian’s text, but 2000, which
is the figure given by Ammianus, is a sufficiently
formidable number even of the small craft to which
the estimate refers. And the invading host itself,
including doubtless camp-followers and slaves, per-
haps some women and children, is said, with a con-
currence of testimony which we dare not disregard,
to have reached the enormous total of 320,000.

A few years earlier, 80 vast an irruption must
inevitably have ruined the Roman Ewmpire. But
now, under Claudius, the army, once more sub-
jected to strict discipline, had regained, or was
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rapidly regaining, its tone, and the Gothic multi- INTROD.
tudes, vainly precipitating themselves against it, >
by the very vastness of their unwieldy masses,
hastened their own destruction. A great battle
was fought at Naissus (Nisch, in Servia), a battle
which was not a complete victory, which accord-
ing to one authority! was even a defeat for
the Romans, but since the barbarians as an im-
mediate consequence of it lost 50,000 men, their
doubtful victory may fairly be counted as a defeat.
In the next campaign they were shut up in the
intricate passes of the Balkans by the Roman
cavalry. Under the pressure of famine they killed
and eat the cattle that drew their waggons, so
parting with their last chance of return to their
northern homes. Again they gained some advan-
tage in the field over the Roman legions, but
again the benefit of it was snatched from them by
the superior generalship of Claudius. At length
the remnants of the huge host seem to have dis-
banded, some to have entered the service of their
conqueror as foederatr, and many to have remained
a8 hired labourers to plough the fields which they
had once hoped to conquer.

In right of these memorable victories Claudius Death of
took the surname of Gothicus, but the conquered
barbarians avenged themselves in an unexpected
manner on their conqueror. The vast number of
unburied corpses bred a pestilence, to which the
Emperor fell a victim. His successor Aurelian, the

1 Zosimus, i 43.
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conqueror of Zenobia, led Gothic chiefs as well as
the proud queen of Palmyra as captives up the
Capitolian Hill. Yet he made peace wisely as
well as war bravely, and prudently determining on
the final abandonment of the Roman province of
Dacia, he conceded to the Goths the undisturbed
possession of that region on condition of their not
crossing the Danube to molest Moesia. Translating
these termsinto the language of modern geography,
we may say, roughly, that the repose of Servia
and Bulgaria was guaranteed by the final separa-
tion from the Roman Empire of Hungary, Tran-
sylvania, Moldavia, and Walla¢hia, which became
from this time forward the acknowledged home of
the Gothic nation. The half-Romanised Dacians,
who had been the previous inhabitants of this
country, bore, unfortunately for the interests of
history, the name Getae. A name go like to that
of the new settlers was not unnaturally transferred
to them by the Roman poets and historians. Hence
it comes to pass that Jornandes’s history (which,
it should be observed, passes over the defeats of
the Goths by Claudius in utter silence) is entitled
‘De Rebus Geticts, and hence too we shall find
at a later period that a poem on the campaign
against Alaric is headed ‘De Bello Getico.’ It is
enough here to note the almost certainly erroneous
identification of the two peoples without tracing
out the mystification and perplexity to which, in
many ways, it has given rise.

Aurelian’s Dacian settlement of the Goths proved
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to be a piece of real statesmanship. Had a similar inTROD.
policy been pursued all round the frontiers of the _°= %
Roman Empire, that Empire, though in somewhat

less than its greatest extent, might perhaps be still
standing.

For about a century (from 270 to 365) the Poacs for
Goths appear to have been with little exception century
at peace with Rome. There were indeed about Rome and
ten years (nearly coinciding with the time of the ™ %™
foundation of Constantinople) during which this
good understanding, was disturbed. In 322, 328,
and 332, there was war between the Emperors
and the barbarians on the Gothic frontier. In the
last year Constantine intervened in a dispute
between the Goths and their Sarmatian neighbours,
and 18 said to have caused 100,000 of the Goths
to perish on the battle-field or of cold and hunger,
and to have insisted on their king Araric giving
up his son as an hostage. But with these excep-
tions there appears to have been not only peace
but amity between the nation and the Empire,
many Gothic auxiliaries serving under the Caesars
in their Persian campaigns. It is hinted that this
friendship existed especially between the barbarians
and the family of Constantine, as if the Teuton
rather loved a brave and capable conqueror, for
the Constantines were collateral descendants of the
great Claudius Gothicus himself.

Of the whole of this period we have but little Empiro
that can be called history. We have vague accounts maaric.
of the greatness of Hermanric, an Ostrogoth (that
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portion of the nation seems still to take the lead),
and one of the divinely descended royal race of
the Amals. His reign may have endured from
about 335 to 375, and he is said to have extended
his dominions northwards to the Baltic, and to
bave added many Sclavonian tribes inhabiting
Lithuania and central Russia to the number of his
subjects. But he observed the compact of Aurelian,
and did not once cross the Danube to war with
Rome.

Of the internal history of the Goths during this
period we can form a little clearer idea, and far
away as we seem still to be from the history of
Italy, the changes effected among these obscure
barbarian tribes during the fourth century are
really of vital importance to that history.

The province of Dacia, in which the Goths had
now obtained a settlement, was one which for a
century and a half had been united, more or less
closely, to the Roman Empire, and they dwelt in
it for another century. With their will, or against
their will, these two facts must have had a power-
ful influence on their character, and there can be
little doubt that during this period of their sojourn
in Dacia, they put off, in great measure, their old
wandering, nomad character, and put on that of a
settled people, still fierce, still delighting in war,
but thinking more of occupying the country and
less of roaming over it, more of the corn-field and
less of the forest, than their fathers had done.
The bridge which Trajan had thrown over the
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Danube had indeed been destroyed, but his three INTROD.
great roads still bore their indestructible witness Ce. 3.
to the former might of Rome. Though many of
the Dacians or Getae followed the retiring Roman
eagles, and founded a second Dacia south of the
Danube, it is expressly stated that many re-
mained. How deeply these had been imbued with
the spirit of Latin civilisation is still shown by
the Roumanian language, which, like some great
boulder-stone, fills up the provinces of Moldavia and
Woallachia and part of Hungary, having Sclavonic
speeches to the north and south of it, and the Mag-
yar to the west, but itself by many a root and many
a termination bearing witness to its descent from
the old language of Rome and Alba Longa.

Over this civilised, Romanised, subject popula-
tion of Dacia the Goths bore sway for a century,
and though there may not be good contemporary
evidence of the fact, it is reasonable to suppose
that they would here in some measure anticipate
the part which the German invaders afterwards
played among all the conquered ‘Latin races’ of
Southern and Western Europe. The cornfields,
the vineyards, the mines, would be made produc-~
tive by the toil of the subject Dacians or of cap-
tives taken in war with their Northern neigh-
bours and reduced to slavery, while the fair-haired
Goths, the meanest of whom would feel himself as
a lord among his dependants, would make war
the business of their lives, of which the chase,
the minstrel’s song, the endless Walhalla-banquet,

F
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with Tokay wine instead of mead for the favourite
beverage, would be the recreations.

But while this was the superficial aspect of
their life, two momentous changes were being
silently introduced among them. The worship of
Odin and Thor was being displaced by the reli-
gion of Christ, and their language was giving
birth to a literature. The chief agent in these two
events, full of importance even to the present
day, was a man who a hundred years ago would
have been spoken of as an obscure ecclesiastic,
but for whom in our own day the new science of
the History of Speech has asserted his rightful
position, as certainly ‘attaining to the first three’
in the century in which he lived. If the greatest
name of that century be admitted to be Constan-
tine, and if the second place be yielded to Athan-
asius, at least the third may be claimed for the
missionary bishop of the Goths and the first trans-
lator of the Bible into a barbarian tongue, the
noble-hearted Ulfilas.

Ulfilas, who was born in 311, was not of pure
Teutonic extraction, but was descended from Cap-
padocian ancestors who had been carried cap-
tive by the Goths, probably during that raid into
Asia Minor which ended at the baths of An-
chialus. He was however himself, in heart and
by speech, a Goth, and in the course of his life
he became master both of the Greek and Latin
languages. In the capacity either of an am-
bassador or, more probably, a hostage, he waa
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sent while still a young man to Constantinople. INTROD.
During his stay there, which lasted apparently %3
for about ten years, if not at an earlier period, he
embraced the Christian religion, he was ordained
Lector (Reader), and eventually, in the thirtieth

year of his age, he was consecrated Bishop by the

great Aran ecclesiastic, Eusebius of Nicomedia.
From this time onwards for forty years he was
engaged in frequent missionary journeys among

his countrymen in Dacia, many of whom, having
become converts to Christianity, were persuaded

by him to croes the frontier, in order to escape the

cuel persecutions of their heathen countrymen,

and to settle within the limits of the Roman Empire,

These Christianised Gothic settlers were called
Gotht Minores, and their dwellings may perhaps

have been situated upon the northern slopes of the
Balkans. Our information as to these Lesser Goths

is derived exclusively from the following passage

in Jornandes (De Rebus Geticis, cap. 51) :—

‘ There were also certain other Goths, who are The ot
called Minores, an immense people, with their ™
bishops and primate Vulfila, who is said, more-
over, to have taught them letters: and they are
at this day dwelling in Moesia, in the district
called Encopolitana (?). They abide at the foot
of the mountains, a numerous race, but poor and
unwarlike, abounding only in cattle of divers
kinds, and rich in pastures and forest timber,
having little wheat, though the earth is fertile
in producing other crops. They do not appear

F 2
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INTROD. to have any vineyards: those who want wine buy
%% it of their neighbours; but most of them drink
only milk.’
Alphabet ‘ He is said to have taught them letters.” That
of U8 Statement, confirmed by many other authorities,
has, upon the whole, successfully stood the test of
modern analytical criticism®. The reader may be
not unwilling to see a specimen of this, the earliest
complete alphabet possessed by a Teutonic nation.
The Greek alphabet is put side by side, that it
may be seen at a glance how largely the one was
based upon the other. We can speak confidently
as to the order of the letters on account of their
numerical value.

ENGLISH GOTRICO GREEK ENGLISH NUMERICAL

EQUIVALENT. LETTERS, ﬂ'l:l‘EBB. EQUIVALENT. VALUR.
A A A A I

B B B B 2

G r r G 3

D s N A D 4

E e E Short E 5

Q u s 6

z Z Z Z 7

H h H Long B 8
TH P o TH 9
I 1 I I 10
X K K K 20

L A A L 30
M M M M 40

N N N N 50

J G = b ¢ 60

U n o Short O 70

! The difficult question of the relation of the alphabet of
Ulfilas to the Runes is purposely here left undiscussed.
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ENGLISH GOTHIO GBEEK ENGLISE NUMERICAL INTROD.
EQUIVALENT. LETTERS, LETTERS., EQUIVALENT. VALUER. CH. 8.
P o 1I P 8o
R R P R 100
8 S ) ] 200
T T T T 300
v % Y U 400
F F P F 500
X X X CH 600
o R Q Long O 800

The correspondences in this table are obvious.
A little examination will show the differences,
which are very curious, and apparently still quite
unexplained. We can understand why Ulfilas
availed himself of the gap between Epsilon and
Zeta (represented by the antiquated Greek letter )
to insert his guttural Q, which, it may be observed,
is never followed, as with us, by an U. We can
also see how cleverly he has availed himself of
the redundancies occasioned by the double forms
of E and O in the Greek alphabet to introduce
his H and U (the Greek U being represented by
the Gothic V). But why he should have chosen
the Greek Theta to represent his Teutonic W, and
the Greek Psi to represent his Theta, why he
should have introduced his J opposite to the
Greek Xi, and then, following the example of
the Latins, have appropriated the Greek Chi to
his X, are questions to which we rather desire
than expect the answers.

The grammar of the Gothic tongue, as exhi-
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INTROD. bited in the translation of Ulfilas, is, it need
23 hardly be said, of priceless value in the history
Philologi- of Human Speech. We here see, not indeed the
o3 n}doe:z. original of all the Teutonic languages, but a speci-
Gothie:  men of one of them three centuries earlier than
any other that has been preserved, with many
inflections which have since been lost, with words
which give us the clue to relationships otherwise
untraceable, with phrases which cast a strong
light on the fresh and joyous youth of the Teu-
tonic peoples. In short, it is not too much to say,
that the same place which the study of Sanscrit
holds in the history of the development of the
great Indo-European family of nations is occupied
by the Gothic of Ulfilas (Moeso-Gothic, as it is
sometimes not very happily named) in reference to

the unwritten history of the Germanic races.
Transla- But let us not, as enthusiastic philologists, fancy
the Bible. that Ulfilas lived but to preserve for posterity cer-
tain fast-perishing Gothic roots, and to lay the
foundation for ¢ Grimm’s Law’ of the transmutation
of consonants. To Christianise and to civilise the
Gothic people was the one great and successfully
accomplished aim of his life. Tt was for this that
he undertook, amidst all the perils and hardships
of his missionary life, the labour, great because so
utterly unprecedented, of turning the Septuagint
and the Greek New Testament into the language
of a barbarous and unlettered race; by the mere
conception of such a work showing & mind cen-
turies in advance of its contemporaries. Nor was
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it a portion only, the Gospels or the Psalms, as in the 1NTROD.
case of our own King Alfred 500 years later, which _“**
was thus rendered into a language ‘ understanded

of the people’ The whole of the New Testament

and much the larger part of the Old were turned

into Gothic by the good bishop, who, however,
according to a well-known story?, refrained from
translating ‘the Books of Kings’ (that is, of
course, the two Books of Samuel and the two of
Kings), ‘ which contain the history of wars: be-
cause his nation was already very fond of war, and
needed the bit rather than the spur, 80 far as
fighting was concerned.” One can understand the

wise ‘economy’ of truth, which withheld from
these fierce Dacian warriors Sagas so exciting as

the battle of Mount Gilboa, the slaughter of
Baal’s priests at the foot of Carmel, and the ex-
termination of the House of Ahab by Jehu son

of Nimshi.

If we often find it hard in our own day to say
whether a great man moulds his age or is moulded
by it, we must not expect to be able to decide with
certainty how far Ulfilas effected and how far he
merely represented the conversion of the Teutonic
races to Christianity. His was evidently a most
potent personality, and his book, carried by traders
and warriors from town to town and from camp
to camp of the barbarians, may have been even
more powerful than himself Let the operating
cause have been what it may, all the Teutouic

! Told by Philostorgius, ii. 5.
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INTROD. nations who figure prominently in the history of the
Cr- 5 fifth century, with two conspicuous exceptions, be-
came Christian in the course of the fourth century,
and chiefly during the lifetime of Ulfilas. The two
exceptions are the Franks and the Saxons, whcse
conversion, as every one knows, was postponed till

the days of Clovis (496) and Ethelbert (597).
Ariaien  But the form of Christianity taught by Ulfilas
and bis and earnestly accepted by the Goth, the Vandal,
the Burgundian, the Sueve, and the Lombard, was
one of the various forms which passed under the
common denomination of Arian. Many have been
the stories dishonourable to Ulfilas and to the Bar-
barians, and quite inadequate to the result that they
profess to explain, which, probably without any un-
truthful intent, later ecclesiastical historians putinto
circulation in order to account for this unacceptable
triumph of Heterodoxy. It has been represented
over and over again that the Goths were seduced
into Arianism by the Emperor Valens, that their
abandonment of the Nicene faith was the price
paid for that settlement within the confines of the
Empire which will shortly have to be described,
and that the broker in this unholy compact was
their revered bishop Ulfilas. A careful study of
the ecclesiastical condition of the Eastern provinces
during the fourth century might have suggested
the improbability of this view. The simple and
obvious truth is that Ulfilas was an Arian because
every considerable ecclesiastic with whom he came
in contact at Constantinople was Arian, because
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that was the form of faith (or so it seemed to INTROD.
him) which he had been at first taught, because Cn. 3.
he was consecrated bishop by the great Arian con-
troversialist Eusebius of Nicomedia, and appa-

rently received the kiss of peace from the prelates

to whose ranks he had just been admitted at the

great Arian synod of Antioch (341), because, in

short, during the whole time that his theological

mind was being moulded, Arianism, of one kind or
another, was Orthodoxy at Constantinople, and
Athanasius was denounced as a dangerous Heretic.

He himself, when lying at the point of death, pre- 381
faced his Arian confession of faith with these em-
phatic words: ‘I, Ulfila, bishop and confessor, have

ever thus believed’ (semper sic credidr) : and there

18 no reason to doubt that, as far as any man can

speak accurately of his own spiritual history, these

words were true.

It is necessary here briefly to indicate the nature
of the Arianism of Ulfilas which was probably that
of the great- majority of his Gothic converts, not in
order to discuss the truth or falsehood of their doc-
trines, but solely, in the interest of historic accuracy,
to prevent them from being identified with modern
schools of thought with which they had nothing in
common. Inthe bewildering maze of the great theo-
logical controversy of the fourth century we can
discern five great parties, divided as follows :—

1. The Sabellians (represented by Marcellus and
Photinus) said in effect ¢ There is no distinction of
persons in the Godhead. The Son is the Father.’
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2. The Athanasians, while rejecting the doctrine
of the Sabellians as heresy, clung with indomitable
tenacity to the words of the creed adopted at Ni-
caea: ‘ The Son is of one substance ( Homo-oustos)
with the Father.

3. The Semi-Arians, the party to which the
Emperor Constantius at first belonged, said, ‘ The
Son is of like substance (Homoi-ousios, not Homo-
ousios) with the Father,’ and they went on to in-
troduce refinements between the terms for ¢ being ’
and ‘substance’ which the Latin language utterly
failed to render.

4. Here broke in the advocates of the Homotion,
the party to which Ulfilas belonged, who said im-
patiently, ¢ Away with these subtleties. Neither
Homo-ousios nor Homoi-ousios is to be found in
the Scriptures. Jesus Christ, in whom we believe,
is “the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of
God before all ages and before every beginning,
by whom all things were made both visible and
invisible, born of the Father, the only one of the
only one, God of God like (Homoios) to the Father
who begat him, according to the Scriptures, and
whose generation no one knoweth but the Father
who begat him.”’ These words are taken from
the creed adopted at the Arian Synod of Con-
stantinople (360), a creed which, as we are ex-
pressly told’, received the signature of Bishop
Ulfilas. The creed goes on to rehearse, in words
slightly amplified from the Nicene, the miraculous

1 Soorates, ii. 41.
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birth, crucifixion, resurrection and ascension of INTROD.
Christ, and his future coming in glory. The ar- Cs. 3
ticle of belief in the Holy Spirit is qualified in
an anti-Trinitarian sense. The creed concludes:
‘ But since the term Ouswa (Being), which was
used by the fathers in a very simple and intelli-
gible sense, not being understood by the people,
has been a cause of offence, we have thought proper
to reject it, as it is not contained in the Holy Serip-
tures, and we deprecate the least mention of it in
future. . . . Nor ought the Hypostasis (Sub-
stance) of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit to be even named. But we affirm
that the Son is like the Father in such a manner
as the Holy Scriptures declare and teach. Let
therefore all heresies which have been already con-
demned, or which may have arisen of late, contrary
to this exposition of the faith, be Anathema.’

‘Like the Father in such manner as the Holy
Scriptures declare.” This was the watchword—
one might almost say the Shibboleth—of that
section of the Arians to which Ulfilas belonged.

5 and 6. The Anomoeans, who maintained that
the Son was not even like the Father, though di-
vine, and the small sect of the Psilanthropists who
amerted that Jesus was merely and purely man,
need not be further noticed here, since neither
Ulfilas nor, as far as we can discover, any of the
Barbarian chiefs who invaded the Roman Empire
ever adopted these views.

But if the theological chasm between the Bar-
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INTROD. barian converts of Ulfilas and the party which
=% ultimately triumphed in the Church was some-
Historical What less than our modern prepossessions would

cenof the have led us to suppose, from a political and his-

™™ torical point of view the disastrous effect of the
Teutonie  onversion of the Goths and their kindred to the
Arian form of Christianity can hardly be stated too
strongly. That conversion made the Barbarians
parties to the long law-suit between Arians and
Trinitarians, which had dragged on its weary length
through the greater part of the fourth century, and
in which, up to-the time that we are now speaking
of, the persecuting spirit, the bitterness, the abuse
of court favour, had been mainly on the side of
the Arians. The tide was now soon to turn, and
the disciples of Athanasius were to be the domi-
nant party, the favourites of court and people.
Into such a world, into the midst of a clergy and
a laity passionately attached to the Homo-ousian
formula, the Arian Teutons were about to be
poured, not only to subdue and overturn, but if
possible to renew and to rebuild. In this work of
reconstruction the difference of creeds proved to
be a great and often a fatal difficulty. The Bar-
barian might be tolerated by the Roman ; by the
Catholic the Arian could not but be loathed. Of
even the Heathen there was hope, for he might
one day renounce his dumb idols and might seek
admission, as the Frank and the Saxon did, into
the bosom of the One Catholic and Apostolic
€Church, But the Schismatic would probably grow
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hardened in his sin, he would plant his false bishops INTKR(;D
and his rival priests side by side with the officers —
of the true Church in every diocese and parish.
There could be no amalgamation for the faithful
with the Arians. The only course was to groan
under them, to conspire against them, and as soon
as possible to expel them.

Our two lines of narrative, the Roman and Situstion
the Gothic, are now rapidly converging. Let us Goths at
suppose that we have arrived at the year (364) n:n‘::ﬂ
when the feeble and timid Valens was placed on """
the Eastern throne by his brother Valentinian.

At that time Ulfilas would be in the fifty-third
year of his age and the twenty-third of his episco-
pate. Hermanric, king of the Ostrogoths, a cen-
tenarian and more, was still the most important
figure in the loosely welded Gothic confederacy.
His special royalty may possibly have extended
over Northern Hungary, Lithuania, and Southern
Russia. The ‘torpid’ Gepidae dwelt to the north
of him, to the south and west the Visigoths, whose
settlements may perhaps have occupied the modern
countries of Roumania, Transylvania and Southern
Hungary. The two great nations, the Ostrogoths
and Visigoths, were known at this time to the
Romans, perhaps among themselves also, by the
respective names of the Gruthungi and Thervingi,
but it will be more convenient to disregard these
appellations and speak of them by the names
which they made conspicuous in later history.
Into the degree of connexion or dependence in
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which the Gepidae and Visigoths may have stood
towards the mightier Ostrogoths it seems useless
now to enquire. But it is significant that the
rulers of the Visigoths, though they, like the
Amal kings of the Ostrogoths, had a great house,
the Balthi, sprung from the seed of gods, did not
at this time bear the title of King, but contented
themselves with some humbler designation, which
the Latin historians transluted into Judex (Judge).

The Visigoths seem to have considered their
long treaty of alliance with Rome as binding them
to the house of Constantine personally rather than
by official links to the Empire. Acting upon this
principle, when Count Procopius, a distant relation
of Julian the Apostate, rose in insurrection against
Valens and assumed the purple at Constantinople,
they sent 10,000 Gothic soldiers to serve under
the banper of the usurper. Procopius was soon
overpowered and slain, but the war thus kindled
smouldered on for three years (367-369) with no
very notable incidents, and at last seems to have
degenerated into guerilla warfare and assassin-
ation. This at least is the extraordinary narrative
of Zosimus : ‘For when the Goths did not venture
to join in a regular pitched battle, but hid them-
selves in the swamps and from thence made covert
attacks, Valens ordered his soldiers to remain in
their regular quarters, but collecting the suttlers
and camp followers and those who had charge of
the baggage, he promised them a certain sum for
every barbarian head which they should bring in
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[to his head quarters at Shumla]. Stimulated by INTROD.
the hope of such gains these men plunged into o3
the forests and morasses, slew any Goths whom

they came across, and received the promised re-
ward. And when a great multitude had been
destroyed in this fashion, those who were left
began to supplicate the Emperor for a peace,
which was granted on terms not dishonouring to

the Roman name, for it was agreed that the Ro-
mans should hold in all security their former
possessions, while the barbarians promised not to
cross the river nor attack the Roman frontier’

This peace, whatever may have been the causes Athaaaric
which led up to it, was concluded on a boat moored heathen
in the centre of the Danube, between the Emperor perty.
Valens in person and Athanaric, a warrior who had
distinguished himself during the recent war and
had been recently raised to the dignity of Judex
of the Visigoths®. Athanaric, the very type of stern
morose adherence to old Gothic ways, had bound
himself to his father by a dreadful oath that he
would never set foot on Roman soil, and as it
would have been beneath the dignity of the Em-
peror to cross over to him, the via media was
adopted, and the high contracting powers met on

1 Zosimus, iv. I11.
* Though Ammianus (xxvii. 5. 6) makes Athanaric ‘the most

powerful man of the tribe of the Gruthungi, there can be no
doubt that he was really a Visigothic Judex.

Isidore (a Spanish Visigoth) puts the accession of Athanaric
in 369, but says that he reigned 13 years. As Athanaric
died at the very beginning of 381 he probably began to reign
in 367.
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iNTROD. Well-moored barges in the middle of the rapid
%3 Danube.
Over against this sturdy Gothic Conservative,
Athanaric, appears the gentler and more attractive
Fridigem but yet powerful figure of Fridigern, who was also
Christian & Judge of the Visigoths at this time. Fridigern
P embraced Christianity and leaned in all things
towards friendship with Rome. Athanaric not
only remained obstinate in his heathenism but
persecuted even to the death those of his subjects
who embraced the Roman faith. To test the faith
of his followers he sent round a waggon bearing
one of the old Gothic idols to their tents, and
caused all who refused to worship it to be burnt
with their families, A church full of Christian
refugees was burnt with all whom it contained.
The young and nobly-born Nicetas, one of the
chief men of the nation, was, on account of his
public preaching of Christianity, dragged away
into confinement, ordered to abjure his faith, and
on his refusal hacked to pieces and cast into the
fire, These men, notwithstanding their probable
Arianism, seem to have been honoured as true
Christian martyrs by the Catholic Church. Every-
thing about this short and cruel spasm of perse-
cution seems to show that it was due to the
flickering up from its embers of the expiring
flame of Gothic heathenism.
Civil war Civil war, the result of these persecutions, broke
'{%‘,‘;Eﬁﬁf’ out between Athanaric and Fridigern. Apparently
each chief fled in turn : it is alleged that Fridigern
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was restored by the intervention of Valens; at INTROD.
any rate it seems safe to assert that before the On 3
death of Valentinian (375) peace was restored
between them.

It appeared probable, at this time, that the Visi-
goths, the nearest neighbours of the Empire on
her Danubian frontier, would rapidly accept her
religion and her civilisation, perhaps undergo a
peaceful conquest at the hands of her magistrates
and her merchants, at least settle down again for
another hundred years into the condition of proud
and satisfied allies of Rome. We have now to
witness the strange and terrible event which falsi-
fied all these reasonable expectations, and changed
the destinies of every country in Europe from the
Volga to the Straits of Gibraltar.




NOTE A.

NOTE A. Ox tue EarLy History or THE Goras,

AS TOLD BY JORNANDES,

In order to give the reader a perfectly fair impression of
the state of our information on this subject, it is right to
inform him how the extracts from Jornandes have been
selected, or, as an unfriendly critic might say, garbled, in
the short sketch given in the text.

That sketch, which contains the essence of what seem to

" be the traditions of the Goths themselves as to their early

235-238,
344 -249.

wanderings, is taken from the first four chapters of Jor-
nandes’ De Rebus Geticis. I omit all notice of the fol-
lowing nine chapters, and join the course of his narrative
again in the fourteenth chapter, where he describes the
¢ differentiation’ into Ostrogoths and Visigoths. The
fifteenth contains the perfectly historical account of the
Emperor Maximin, who probably was of Gothic origin ;
the sixteenth opens with the reign of Philip the Arabian,
and from this point onwards the narrative runs side by
side with the authentic history of the Roman Empire.

As a matter of evidence, however, the reader has a right
to ask what are the contents of the nine chapters between
the fourth and fourteenth, and I am bound to answer that
they are omitted not as irrelevant, but as inconvenient and
not coherent with the history which has been given.

Chapter V is chiefly occupied with a description of Scy-
thia, in which the Goths were now settled, and incidentally
with some account of Zamoleis their great philosopher.
Now Zamolxis is mentioned by Herodotus as the teacher
who_ communicated to the Getae the doctrine of immor-
tality, which, according to some, he had himself learned
from Pythagoras. If he was a historical personage at all
he lived probably about 500 B.c.

Chapter VI records the expedition of ZTaunasis, king of
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the Goths, into Egypt, which he subdues and hands over to
the king of the Medes. Deserters from his army form
the nation of the Parthians,

Chapter VII gives a long and tedious account of the
wars of the Amazons, the Gothic women who were left
behind when their husbands undertook the aforesaid expe-
dition into Egypt, relates their conquests in Asia, and con-
tains a wildly incorrect sketch of the geographical position
of Mount Cancasus.

Chapter VIII continues the history of the Amazons, and
connects it with the classical stories of Theseus, Hippolyte,
and Penthesilea (say 1200 B.C.).

Chapter IX, returning to the male Getae, asserts, on the
authority of the ¢ Getica’ of Dio (the Roman historian of
the third century), that Telephus, son of Hercules and
nephew of Priam, was their king.

Chapter X contains the old classical stories about Cyrus’s
war with Queen Tomyris, the invasions of Scythia by Darius
and Xerxes, and the wars of Sitalces, king of Thrace,
with Perdiccas, king of Macedon, successor (it should be
ancestor) of Alexander the Great.

Chapter XI describes the arrival of a certain Diceneus
among the Goths and the science of theology which he
taught them. His arrival is in the reign of Boroista.
There was a king of Dacia named Boerebislas a contem-
porary of Augustus, who is possibly intended here. The
description of the priests, who are called ‘the Hatted
Men’ (Pileati) because they sacrificed covered with a kind of
mitre, while the rest of the people are called Capillati, on
acoount of the long hair in which they glory, has more of
the ring of truth about it than the pseudo-classical legends
of the chapters immediately preceding.

In Chapter XII King Corillus leads the Goths into
Dacia, the geographical situation of which is described.

NOTE A.

525 B.C.
516 B.C.

429 B.C.

In Chapter XIII the wars of the Gefze against Rome 86goa.n.

during the reign of Domitian (entirely historical) are de-
scribed, and the credit of them claimed for the Goths.

With Chapter XIV, as before said, we rejoin the stream
of genuine Gothic history.

G 2
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Now if we were reduced to the alternative of accepting
all this semi-classical farrago as true, or rejecting all the
pre-historic chapters of Jornandes, one would vote without
hesitation for the latter alternative. If the migration of
the Goths from the Baltic to the Euxine has to be placed
before the Trojan War, it must be confessed that Gothic
tradition concerning it at that enormous distance of time is
perfectly valueless.

But I still conceive it to be not only possible but very
probable that we have, in the earlier part of this treatise of
Jornandes, really valuable and authentic traditions of his
people, which he has distorted and muddled by the attempt
—common to 8o many of the medieval chroniclers—to
make them fit in with his own crude and insccurate
notions as to classical history. As an illustration of this
tendency I may mention ¢the Chronicles of Hainault’
written in the thirteenth century, and occupying three
volumes. Troy and Rehoboam, Zedekiah and Cyrus, Ba-
bylon, Thebes, and Carthage, figure plentifully in the first
volume, towards the end of which we find twenty pages or
more devoted to an abstract of the history of Christ and
His Apostles. It is not till some way through the second
volume that anything like the real history of Hainault com-
mences. And how some of the medieval historians of Britain
offended in the same way, what webs of sham-classic history
they spun, like silkworms, out of their own internal con-
sciousness, is sufficiently notorious. But in Jornandes's
case this excuse is to be made, that he was almost invited
into the error by two identifications both of which had
been made long before his time, and both of which tended
to glorify his nation and to link it in with the great deeds
of classical antiquity. These are, (1) the identification of
the Goths with the Scythians ; (2) the identification of the
Goths with the Getae.

It seems hearly certain that both identifications are
either valueless or untrue:

1. Zosimus, writing a hundred years before Jornandes,
always calls the Goths =xifar, and probably most of the
Groeks writers would do the same. Yet it appears to bs
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the opinion of the majority of ethnologists! that the Scy-
thians mentioned by Herodotus were a Mongolian people.
Some think them to have been Sclavonic; and of the few
who hold them to have been Teutonic I do not understand
that any identify them with the Goths of the fourth cen-
tary, the old etymology Zxdfai=Gothi being apparently
guite abandoned.

It is admitted too that most of the post-Herodotean
writers used the word ¢ Scythians’ in such a very vague
gense, for the inhabitants of all the countries north of the
Eaxine, the Caucasus, and the Parthian Empire, that the
term is of little value in ethnological investigations. Like
our own word ‘ Indians,’ it proves nothing as to the origin of
most of the races to which it has been applied. There
cannot be a more striking proof that ¢ Scythian ’ is merely
a geographical and not an ethnological term, than the fact
that Priscus, a contemporary probably of Zosimus, uses it
regularly to describe the Huns, the successors of the Goths
in the region north of the Danube, but members of an
utterly different nationality from theirs, as every Roman
historian of the period knew.

2. As for the Gefae, we can speak more positively. It
is next to an historical impossibility that they and the
Goths can have been the same people. The Getae, having
lived for many centuries close to the frontiers of Greek and
Roman civilisation, have a well-marked and ascertained
place in history. They were a Thracian people. They
fougbt against Perdiccas, king of Macedonia, at the time
of the Peloponnesian war. They frequently sold their chil-
dren as slaves to the Greeks, so that Geta is one of the
commonest names for a slave in classical comedies. They
occupied Dacia, and under the name of Dacians success-
fully resisted for some generations the power of Rome.
Their hero-chief Decebalus was at length defeated by the
Emperor Trajan, a defeat celebrated by the column of that
Emperor. Their country was turned into a Roman pro-
vince, and notwithstanding its proposed abandonment by
Hadrian, it remained for 170 years under Roman influence,

! Compare Rawlinson’s Herodotus, Appendix to Book i
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and for the greater part of that time under Roman govern-
ment. Can any one who knows the pulverising, assimilating
character of the Roman dominion believe that these Getae,
so long subject to the rule of the Jegafus and the centurion,
were the same people as the nomad Goths following the
guidance of their own long-haired Amal chiefs, who with
such fresh vigour and apparently as a hitherto unknown foe,
precipitated themselves on the eastern provinces of the Em-
pire in the reign of Caracalla? The testimony of language
is still clearer. Unless the Getae had been thoroughly
Romanised, whence came the Roumanian dialect (an un-
doubted offshoot from the Latin) which still extends over
so large a part of Dacia? And if the Goths were Getae, how
could they have spoken the pure and primitive Teutonic
tongue which is enshrined in the Moeso-Gothic Bible of
Ulfilas ?

It seems therefore to be a fact past all dispute that the
coincidence between the names Gothi and Getae is acci-
dental ; that the Romans themselves first called their new
invaders by the former name (witness the title of the Em-
peror Claudius II, Gothicus, which is alone almost decisive
of the controversy); that afterwards when they had aban-
doned Daeia to the Barbarians they called them by the
name of the former inhabitants, just as we, though sprung
from Angles, Saxons, and Danes, constantly call ourselves
Brifons; that the obvious similarity between the two names
Goth and Geta aided this confusion, till at length Claudian
wrote his poem De Bello Getico and Jornandes his treatise
De Rebus Geticis without a suspicion, probably, that Getic
and Gothic had not been synonymous terms from the be-
ginning of the world.

To sum up the whole matter. Winnowing away every-
thing in Jornandes’s history which relates to the Scythians
and the Dacians, I believe that we have a fairly trust-
worthy and valuable deposit of true Gothic tradition left.
It is probable a priori that this should be the case. Jor-
nandes himself wrote, let us say, in 550; Cassiodorus, on
whose work he founded himself, and who was in continual
communication with the king and chiefs of the Ostro-
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goths, in the year 500. Gothic had then been a written
language since the time of Ulfilas—say from about 350.
Tacitus had marked the cxistence of the Gotkones at the
south-east corner of the Baltic about A.D. 100, and it is
not unreasonable to suppose that some remembrance of the
achievements and migrations of the nation during the inter-
vening 250 years would be preserved ‘in the old songs,
which being recited in public, almost served the purpose of
a history’ (Jornandes, cap. iv).

It should be stated, that comparative philology does not
oppose, but rather supports the belief in a migration of the
Goths from the Baltic to the Euxine, for Gothic occupies
(e. g. in that set of phenomena which together constitute
¢Grimm'’s Law ’) a place much nearer to Low German and
Scandinavian, the dialects spoken on the Baltic coasts, than
to High German, the language of South Germany.

In considering this subject I have continually been re-
minded of the remarks made by Grote (History of Greece,
vol. i, chap. xix) as to the danger of attempting to deduce
History from Legend. There is no doubt that Jornandes
is a Logographer, and one of a very bad type, knowing very
imperfectly the history into which he tries to make his
legends fit. But the comparative shortness of the period
for which we have to trust to tradition, the limiting in-
fluence of authentic history (the history of the Roman Em-
pire) all round the nation in question, and the possession of
written monuments of that nation’s language, not greatly

posterior to the time under discussion, seem to give us a
much surer footing than can be found by enquirers into
the history of Greece in Heroic times,

NOTE A.
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THE VISIGOTHIC INVASION

CHAPTER 1.

THE LAST YEARS OF VALENS.

Authorities.
Sources :—

AuMIANUS MARCELLINUS ; JORNANDES ; previously de- BOOK I

scribed.

Zosmuvs (in Corpus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae.
Edited by Bekker; Bonn, 1837).

The period during which Zosimus flourished has not been
as yet accurately determined. One of his German commen-
tators says that the possible era of his life ¢ fluctuates over
a space of 160 years.' But it seems to be generally ad-
mitted as most probable that he was contemporary with
the Emperor Theodosius II (408-450).

The title of his history says that he was ‘Count and
Advocate of the Treasury.,” He probably therefore resided
at Constantinople.

He wrote in Greek a History, the object of which was to

CH. 1.
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trace the decline of the Roman power, as another Greek
historian, Polybius, had traced its culmination. We possess
five books and a small portion of a sixth, of this History,
which begins with the death of Commodus and ends very
abruptly in the year 410, just before Alaric’s third siege of
Rome. Either the author never finished his work or we
possess only a portion of it.

It is indeed wonderful that any of it should have been
preserved, for Zosimus is a most bitter pagan, and delights
in flouting Constantine, Theodosius, and all the imperial
names which were dearest to the Catholic Church. It has
been truly said, that if a man believes all the evil which
Eusebius and all the good which Zosimus have written
concerning Constantine he cannot go very far wrong. But
in both cases, it seems to me, his belief will be in ‘a
vanishing quantity,’ Zosimus is, however, invaluable to
us as preserving some at least of the thoughts and
arguments familiar to the advocates of the lost cause,
Paganism.

His fondness for oracles, portents, and old mythological
traditions is extraordinary, and often mars the artistic effect
of his work. Thus, for instance, in the very crisis of
Alaric’s march into Italy (408), having mentioned the
name of Aemona (Laybach), he interrupts himself in order
to repeat a wild story about the Argonauts, sailing up the
Danube and the Save, and then dragging the Argo fifty
miles overland to the Adriatic. His love of the heathen-
marvellous is so interesting a fact in the history of
human thought, that I have ventured, at some risk of
wearying the reader, to transfer some of these stories to
my pages.

His style is often obscure, and it is extremely difficult to
discover from his writings the true historical sequence of
events. His bitterness and peevish temper, too, contrast
unfavourably with the generally calm and judicial tone of
Ammianus. But such as he is, he is almost our only his-
torian deserving of the name for a space of twenty years
(389-409), and the darkness becomes dark indeed when his
taper goes out.
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Guides :—

Gibbon, History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire. Smith’s edition ; London, 1854.

Tillemont, Histoire des Empereurs. (Vol. 5, Paris, 1701 :
Vol. 6, Paris, 1738.)

Clinton, Fasti Romani. (Oxford, 18435.)

A reference to these three authors may be presumed for
every chapter, and almost every page, of the present volumes.
An occasional query as to the correctness of some minor
detail in Gibbon’s History will not be misconstrued into
dissent from the general verdict of admiration for his work.
The accuracy in outline and, for the most part, in detail of
8o vast a panorama of human history is the more extra-
ordinary in view of the generally uncritical character of
English scholarship in the latter part of the eighteenth
century. One of the points for which later writers have
reason to be most grateful to Gibbon is the clear and full
statement of the authorities upon which each paragraph
is based. This having been done once for all, in a book
which is easily accessible to every student, seems to absolve
those who come after from quoting with the same fulness
of detail, which would indeed, for the most part, resolve
itself into a mere transcription of Gibbon’s notes.

For a perfect digest of all the authorities bearing on
every fact in Roman Imperial History we naturally turn
to Tillemont, who devoted the patient industry of a life
to his two great worke, Memoires Ecclesiastiques, and
Histoire des Empereurs. Form, the great beauty of Gib-
bon’s work, is' utterly absent from Tillemont’s mass of
useful materials, annalistically arranged. But often when
gratefully appreciating the helpfulness of this book—help-
fulness all the greater as it seems on account of its com-
plete absence of style—I have thought how great would
be the advantage if the fzels of some much-discussed period
of English history,—eay the Reformation, the Reign of
Queen Elizabeth, or the Great Rebellion,—could be with
perfect accuracy chronicled Tillemont-fashion for eloquent
writers on both sides to work up afterwards as they pleased
into the proper literary form,

BOOK 1.
CH. 1.
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BOOK I.  Fynes Clinton, in his well-known book, the Fasti Romani,

Ca. 1 has analysed with extreme industry and care all the im-
portant dates in the history of the Upper Empire. The
book—superior in this respect to that of Tillemont—is
printed with an accuracy which approaches very nearly to
perfection. A student who carefully follows Clinton’s
method, and verifies his quotations, soon feels that he may
rely with almost absolute certainty on the correctness of
his conclusions.

Of these three absolutely indispensable guides to the
history of a world-important crisis, an English reader may
reflect with permissible pride that two are his own fellow-
countrymen.,

375 UroN the premature death of Valentinian, by
the banks of the Danube, the eyes of the inhabit-
ants of the Roman Empire were turned towards
his brother Valens, now the oldest member of the
Imperial partnership, and the one who might be
expected to exercise the most decisive influence
upon its policy. Owing to the mistaken forecast
which persistently saw in the Persian monarchy
the most dangerous enemy to Rome, Valens gave
the largest share of his time and attention to the
affairs of Armenia and Mesopotamia, and was
generally to be found at Antioch rather than at

state of  Constantinople. In that soft and licentious city
irtiog® by the Orontes, the minds of men, after the dis-
closure of the so-called ¢ Conspiracy of Theodorus,’
and the cruel reprisals which had followed it, seem
to have settled down into a state of apathetic dis-
content varied by anticipations, to themselves only
half intelligible, of some terrible approaching doom.
In after time, when the doom had fallen, men re-



Gloomy Auguries. 93

membered what presages might have been drawn Book 1
from the dismal cry of birds at night, from the ™"
howls of wolves, and the unusual mists which had

so often blotted out the sunrise. ~Nay, the mouths

of men, as on so many previous occasions of im-
pending disaster to the State, had uttered uncon-
sciously the plainest prophecies. When any of Ammisnus
the common people of Antioch imagined himself .
wronged, he would cry out in the meaningless

slang of the streets, ‘ May Valens be burned alive

[if I will put up with this]!” And as the Em-

peror had presented the city with one of those

usual tokens of Imperial munificence, a magnificent

range of Thermae (hot baths), one might hear

every morning the voices of the town criers calling

to the people, Bring wood, bring wood, bring

wood, to heat the baths of Valens’ Men looked

back afterwards upon these and similar presages,

and wondered that they had been so blind to the

signs of oommg woe.

Meanwhile, in the steppes of Astra.khan, and on Irruption
the northern slopes of the Caucasus, events were Hone,
progressing among unknown and squalid barbarians
which, co-operating with the internal rottenness of
the Empire, were to bring about not only the
violent death of Valens, but many another change
of more enduring consequence. The Huns, a na-
tion whom we may, with sufficient if not with
scientific accuracy, describe as a vast Tartar horde,
allured or impelled from Asia by some unknown
force, fell first upon the Tartar or semi-Tartar
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nation of the Alani, who dwelt between the Volga
and the Don, slew many, and made vassal-con-
federates of the rest, and with forces thus swollen
pressed on toward the broad domains of Her-
manric, king of the Ostrogoths.

It will be necessary, when the descendants of
these invaders in the third generation dash them-
selves upon the Roman legions, to consider their
ethnological position somewhat more closely. At
present the collision is only of Hun against Goth,
and therefore it is sufficient to learn from the
pages of Jornandes what the Goth thought of
these new and unexpected enemies. This is what
he says in the twenty-fourth chapter of his book
‘on Gothic affairs.

¢ Concerning the abominable origin of the Huns :
their expedition against the Ostrogoths, their hid-
eous and terrible countenances.

‘We have ascertained that the nation of the
Huns, who surpassed all others in atrocity, came
thus into being. When Filimer, fifth king of the
Goths after their departure from Sweden, was
entering Scythia, with his people, as we have
before described, he found among them certain
sorcerer-women, whom they call in their native
tongue Aliorumnas (or Al-runas), whom he sus-
pected and drove forth from the midst of his army
into the wilderness. The unclean spirits that
wander up and down in desert places, seeing these
women, made concubines of them; and from this
union sprang that most fierce people [of the
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Huns], who were at first little, foul, emaciated
creatures, dwelling among the swamps, and pos-
sessing only the shadow of human speech by way
of language.

¢ According to Priscus they settled first in the
further [eastern] shore of the Sea of Azof, lived by
hunting, and increased their substance by no kind
of labour, but only by defrauding and plundering
their neighbours. Once upon a time, when they
were out hunting beside the Sea of Azof, a hind
suddenly appeared before them, and having en-
tered the waters of that shallow sea, now stop-
ping, now dashing forward, seemed to invite the
hunters to follow on foot. They did so, through
what they had before supposed to be trackless sea
with no land beyond it, till at length the shore of
Scythia [Southern Russia] lay before them. As
soon as they set foot upon it, the stag that had
guided them thus far mysteriously disappeared,
whence they deemed that she had been divinely
sent to shew them the way. They returned to
their comrades to tell them what had happened,
and the whole nation resolved to follow the track
thus opened out before them. They fell like a
human whirlwind on the nations inhabiting that
part of Scythia, and offering up the first tribes
whom they overcame as a sacrifice to victory,
suffered the others to remain alive, but in servi-
tude.

‘With the Alani especially, who were as good
warriors as themselves, but somewhat less brutal

BOOK 1.
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in appearance and manner of life, they had many
a struggle, but at length they wearied out and
subdued them. For, in truth, they derived an
unfair advantage from the intense hideousness of
their countenances. Nations whom they would
never have vanquished in fair fight fled horrified
from those frightful—faces I can hardly call them,
but rather—shapeless black collops of flesh, with
little points instead of eyes. No hair on their cheeks
or chins gives grace to adolescence or dignity to
age, but deep furrowed scars instead, down the
sides of their faces, show the impress of the iron
which with characteristic ferocity they apply to
every male child that is born among them, drawing
blood from its cheeks before it is allowed its first
taste of milk. They are little in stature, but lithe
and active in their motions, and especially skilful
in riding, broad-shouldered, good at the use of the
bow and arrows, with sinewy necks, and always
holding their heads high in their pride. To sum
up, these beings under the form of man hide the
fierce nature of the beast.’

Such was the impression made upon the mind
of the European barbarian by his first contact with
the Asiatic savage. The moment was an eventful
one in the history of the world. Hitherto, since
the great migration of the Aryan nations, Europe
had arranged her own destinies unmolested by any
Asiatic invaders save the great armaments which
at the bidding of Darius and Xerxes marched on-
wards to their doom. Now the unconscious proto-
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types of Zinghis Khan, of Timour, and of Bajazet BoOK 1.
had come from the steppes of Turkestan to add '
their element of complication to the mighty pro-
blem.

It need not be said that the narrative of Jor-

nandes is not here offered as trustworthy history.
The battles with the Alani must in all probability
have been over before the Huns first saw the Sea
of Azof, and the latter squalid tribe were no more
descended from Gothic women than from demon-
fathers. But the passage is worth reading, and
even reading again, for the vividness with which
it brings the new in-comers into Europe before our
eyes, and contrasts them with other tribes, like
them in the deadliness of their onset against Rome,
but unlike in all else.

The fair-haired, fair-skinned, long-bearded and Contrast
majestic Goth on the one hand ; the little swarthy G:tv{:ie:nd
smooth-faced Tartar Hun on the other : here the "
shepherd merging into the agriculturist, there the
mere hunter: here the barbarian standing on the
very threshold of civilisation, there the irre-
claimable savage : here a nation already in great
measure accepting the faith of Christ and reading
the Scriptures in their own tongue, there brutal
heathens. Such was the chasm which separated
the Goths and the Teutons generally from the
Huns.

Civilised, however, the Goths were not as .
yet, except in comparison with the unredeemed
savagery of their new neighbours. Least of all

H
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BOOK I could the word ‘civilised’ be used of that old
“ ! and obstinate heathen, Hermanric the Ostrogoth.
geathof He, as we are told, was now failing in health,
e having been cruelly and perfidiously wounded in
the side by two chieftains of the subject nation of
the Roxolani, Sarus and Ammius. What moved
the two men to that ungentle deed? He had
only caused their sister Sanielh to be torn in
pieces by wild horses, in order to punish the trai-
torous defection of her husband. The wound
which her brothers gave him, and his sadness at
the impending conflict with the Huns, hurried
the great Hermanric into his grave in the 1ioth
year of his age. The quaint language in which
Jornandes imparts this. information veils the fact,
communicated to us by Ammianus, that the death
of this stout-hearted old warrior was, after all,

a suicide.
3757  'Against the empire of the Ostrogoths, weakened

! The inclination of the German critics is to spread the

‘ Hunnen-einfall ’ over five years, thus: 372, attack upon the
Alani; 374-375, overthrow of the Ostrogoths ; 375376, defeats
of Athanaric.” There is & good deal to be said in support of
this view, and there can be little doubt that at least the wars
with the Alani were over before the commencement of 376.
Agninst any further extension of the time are to be set the strong
expressions of Jornandes and Ammianus as to the rapidity of
the Hunnish conquests (‘ad Scythiam properant . . . . quasi
quidam (urbo gentium,’ says Jornandes. ‘Ermenrichi late pa-
tentes et uberes pagos repentino impetu perrumperunt . . . .
- qui vi subitae procellac perculsus . ., . . voluntaria morte se-
davit ; * *Cujus post obitum rex Vithimiris creatus restitit ak-
quantisper Halanis,” are the words of Ammianus), and the entry
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by the loss of its old commander, and evidently BOOK 1.
further weakened by internal division, the endless _**
Asiatic horde moved on. It would almost seem Qrerthrow
that the greater part of the nation, with Huni- trogothic
mund, son of Hermanric, for their king, bowed e
their necks to the yoke, and without a struggle
accepted the position of a subject race in the great

and loosely-knit Hunnish confederacy. Whether

with or without a battle, this, at any rate, was

the position which the majority of the Ostrogoths

soon occupied, and in which they continued for

the following eighty years. During the whole of

that time the Ostrogothic people has no inde-
pendent political existence, but faithfully follows

the standards of the Huns.

A much smaller section of the community chose
‘Withimir (or Winithar) of the royal race of the
Amals, but not a son of Hermanric, for their
king, and under his leadership attempted a brave
but hopeless resistance to the overpowering ene-
my’. After much slaughter he was slain in battle,

in one of the Latin Chronicles (‘ Descriptio Consulum Idatio
Episcopo adscripta’), which seems to assign the whole Hunno-
QGothic campaign to the year 376 (‘ Valente Aug V. et Valen-
tiniano Juniore Augusto. His consulibus victi et expulsi sunt
Gothi a gente Unorum et suscepti sunt in Romania pro miseri-
cordia jussione Augusti Valentis’). I do not see that the point
is one of much consequence. The really important event, the
hurling of the Visigoths against the Danube frontier of the
Empire unquestionably took place in 376.

! The Huns seem to have left the work of crushing this incon-
sideruble resistante to their confederates the Alani (see quotation
from Ammianus in the preceding note).
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BOOK 1. and the remnant of the people, under the nominal

Cr. 1.

376.

Defent of
Athanaric
by the
Huns,

sovereignty of the boy Widerich, son of the late
king, but really led by his guardians, Alatheus
and Saphrax, made their way southwards to the
Wallachian shore of the Danube, whither all that
was left of the Gothic nation that disdained to
accept the over-lordship of the Hunnish king, was
by this time streaming.

For the Visigoths under Athanaric had fared no
better than their Ostrogothic brethren. Possibly
they had net supported their eastern kindred with
perfect loyalty. At any rate, they attempted by
a separate defence of the line of the Dneister to
save their own homes in Moldavia and Wallachia.
Here, however, Athanaric allowed himself to be
utterly out-manceuvred by the Huns. On a moon-
light night they crossed the river by an unwatched
ford, got between him and his outposts, and made
his magnificent position by the river, in which he
was leisurely drawing up his troops in order of
battle, utterly useless. After some slight skir-
mishes, Athanaric saw that he must abandon his
position, and fell back on the line of the Pruth.
Then a pause seems to come upon the operations
of both nations. The Visigoths have evidently
lost all heart for fighting, and the Huns have abated
a little of the first impetuosity of their onset,
encumbered as they now are by their enormous
booty, in which the flocks and herds which they
have taken from the Goths no doubt figure pro-
minently.
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During this interval the tidings ‘that a new BoOK L
and hitherto unknown race of men had fallen _**
like an avalanche’ upon the supposed invincible 376
Hermanric and Athanaric spread far and wide wide-

throughout the region of ¢ Gothia,’ and everywhere ;‘,’,'-e:fd t,tf:

seems to have produced the same feeling, < We ‘6™

must put the Danube between us and the foe.’
It was one of those epidemics of terror which are
sometimes found among half-civilised races, un-
worthy, certainly, of a brave and high-spirited
people, but due in part. to the superstitious imagi-
nations described by Jornandes. Fridigern, whose
dominions lay apparently southward of Athanaric’s,
and who seems not to have come into actual collis-
sion with the Huns, was naturally looked to by
the fugitives ag the leader of the new migration.
If the Goths were to obtain a footing en the
Roman side of the broad and strong stream,
watched as it was by the legions and ships of
the Emperor, it could be only as the result of
friendly negotiations with Valens; and who so
fitting to commence these negotiations as Fridi-
gern, the convert to Christianity, and the faithful
advocate of the Roman alliance ?
So now was seen by those who looked across who flock

from the Bulgarian to the Wallachian shore (from Drambian

Moesia to Dacia, if we use the contemporary geo- f;“iéf;ﬁf
graphical terms) a sight the like of which has not ™™
often been witnessed in history since the dismayed

armies of the Israelites stood beside the Red Sea.

3
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It is thus described by the contemporary historian
Eunapius®.

‘The multitude of the Scythians [Goths] who
escaped from the murderous savagery of the Huns
amounted to not less than 200,000 men of fight-
ing age [besides-old men, women, and children].
These, standing upon the river-bank in a state
of great excitement, stretched out their hands
from afar with loud lamentations, and earnestly
supplicated that they might be allowed to cross
over the river, bewailing the calamity that had
befallen them, and promising that they would
faithfully adhere to the Imperial alliance if this
boon were granted them.’

The authorities of the province to whom this
request was made, answered, réasonably enough,
that they could not grant it upon their own re-
sponsibility, but must refer it to the Emperor at
Antioch, in whose council the question was soon
and earnestly debated. They had indeed come,
though they knew it not, to one of the great
moments in the history of Rome, to one of those
times when a Yes or No modifies the course of
events for centuries. There was danger, no doubt,
in keeping two hundred thousand warriors, mad-
dened by fear and famine, at bay upon the fron-
tiers of the Empire; yet, encumbered as they
were by the presence of their wives and children,
they would hardly have succeeded in crossing the
river in the Emperor’'s despite. There was danger

1 P. 48. (Bonn ed.)
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in admitting them within that river-bulwark : yet, sook 1.

for the greater part of a century, they had been
the faithful allies of Rome ; they recognised the
binding force of a solemn covenant; they were
rapidly coming under the influence of civilisation
and Christianity. Bringing, as they proposed to
bring, their wives and children with them, they
gave some pledges to Fortune, and, if they had
been justly dealt with, might probably in the
course of years have become attached to their
Moesian homes, and have formed an iron rampart
for the Empire against further barbarian invasion.
Or, if this attempt to constitute them armed de-
fenders of the Roman soil were too venturesome,
they might possibly, in that extreme need of
‘theirs, have been constrained into peaceful pur-
suits, if the surrender of their arms had been
made an indispensable condition of their entrance
upon Roman territory.

CH. 1.

376.

Unfortunately, in that supreme crisis of the Mistaken

Empire, the mediocre intellect and feeble will of
Valens, guided by the advice of men who were
accomplished only in flattery!, decided upon a
course which united every possible danger, and
secured no possible advantage. His vanity was
gratified by the thought that so many stalwart
warriors did but crave permission to become his
servants. His parsimony—the best trait in his
character — discerned a means of filling the Im-
perial treasury by accepting the unpaid services
! ¢ Eruditis adulatoribus.” (Ammianus, xxxi. 4. 4.)

policy of
Valens.
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of these men, while still levying in the provinces
the tax which was supposed to be devoted to the
hire of military substitutes for the provincials.
His unslumbering jealousy of his young and bril-
liant nephew, Gratian, suggested that in the newly
enlisted Goths might one day be found a counter-
poise to the veteran legions of Gaul. Moved by
these considerations, he decided to transport the
fugitives across the Danube. At the same time he
laid upon them conditions hard and ignominious,
but which if once named ought to have been
rigidly enforced, and he himself, by the necessity
of the case, contracted implied obligations to them
which it would have required the highest degree
of administrative ability to discharge. All these
details—and it was a case in which details were
everything—he left in the hands of dishonest and
incapable subordinates, without, apparently, be-
stowing on them a day of his own thought and
labour; and those subordinates as naturally as
possible brought the Empire to ruin. Notwith-
standing the often-quoted saying about ‘the little
wisdom with which the world is governed, the
Divine Providence does generally, in administra-
tion as in other branches of conduct, reward hu-
man foresight with success: and it branded the
haphazard blundering of Valens with signal and
disastrous failure.

! ¢Et pro militari supplemento, quod provinciatim annuum
pendebatur, thesauris accederet auri cumulus magnus.’ (Ammi-
81US, XXXi. 4. 4.) :
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The conditions upon which the Emperor per- BCOK I
mitted, and even undertook himself to accomplish, o 1
the transportation of the Goths to the territory of Thj::ldl
the Empire, were, first, that all the boys who tions im-
were not yet fit for military service (that is, no e Goth,
doubt, all those whose fathers were men of influ-
ence in the Gothic host) should be given up as
hostages, and distributed in different parts of the
Empire ; and second, that the weapons should be
handed over to the Roman officials, and that every
Goth who crossed the river should do so abso-
lutely unarmed. Later and ecclesiastical histo-
rians have added, and laid great stress upon, a
third condition, that they should all embrace
Christianity, of course in its Arian form; but
this stipulation, which is not mentioned by any
contemporary authority, and is in itself unlikely,
has been probably introduced from some confused
remembrance of the previous dealings between
Valens and Fridigern, dealings in which the weight
of the Imperial name does seem to have been
thrown into the scale of Christianity, as under-
stood by the Arians. And it is a remarkable and
important fact, that the only Goths to whom liberty
to cross the river was voluntarily conceded by the
Emperor were these Christian clients of his, the
followers of Fridigern.

The conditions whlch were imposed destroyed but not en-
all the grace of the Imperial eoncession, wounded the sficsre
the home-loving, war-loving Goth in his prldeOfvalm
and his affections, and brought him, with a rank-
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ling sense of injury in his heart, within the limits
of the Empire. But having been imposed, they
should have been impartially enforced. As it was,
the one condition which had now become all-im-
portant was disgracefully neglected by the two
officers, Lupicinus, Count of Thrace, and Maximus,
a military leader of evil reputation, who had charge
of the transportation of the barbarians. All day
and all night, for many days and nights, the
Roman ships of war were crossing and recrossing
the stream, conveying to the Moesian shore a mul-
titude which they tried in vain to number. But
as they landed, the Roman centurions, thinking
only of the shameful plunder to be secured for
themselves or their generals, picking out here a
fair-faced damsel or a handsome boy for the grati-
fication of the vilest lust, there appropriating
household slaves for the service of the villa or
strong labourers for the farm, elsewhere pillaging
from the waggons the linen tissues or costly
fringed carpets which had contributed to the state
of the late lords of Dacia —intent on all these
mean or abominable depredations, suffered the
warriors of the tribe to march past them with
swelling hearts, and with the swords which were
to avenge all these injuries not extracted from
their scabbards. This hateful picture of sensu-
ality and fatuous greed is drawn for us, not by a
Goth, but by two Roman historians?, and in look-

! Zosimus and Eunapius.
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ing upon it we seem to understand more clearly Booxk 1.
why Rome needs must die. G 1.
As the expressed condition on the part of the 316.

. eglect of
Goths — the surrender of their arms —was reck- Commis.

lessly left unenforced, so the implied condition on et
the part of the Romans for the feeding of the new
settlers was criminally ignored. It did not require
any great gift of statesmanship to see that so large
a multitude, suddenly transplanted into an already
occupied country, would require for a time some
special provision for their maintenance. Corn
should have been stored ready for them in the
centre town of each district, and those who could
not buy, as many could have done, the food need-
ful for their families, should have been permitted
to labour for it at some useful work of fortification
or husbandry. But everything was left to chance :
chance, of course, meant famine ; and, according to
the concurrent testimony of Goths and Romans?,
even famine itself was made more severe by the
‘ forestalling and regrating’ of Lupicinus and
Maximus. These men sold to the strangers at a
great price, first beef and mutton, then the flesh of
dogs (requisitioned from the Roman inhabitants),
diseased meat and filthy offal. The price of pro-
visions rose with terrible rapidity. The hungry
Visigoth would sell a slave — they evidently still
possessed slaves — for a single loaf, or pay ten
pounds of silver (equivaleut to 4ol. sterling) for
one joint of meat. Slaves, money, and furniture

1 Jornandes and Ammianus.
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BOOK I being all exhausted, they began—even the nobles
1 of the nation’—to sell their own children. Deep
376-7. must have been the misery endured by those free

German hearts before they yielded to the cruel
logic of the situation. ¢Better that our children
live as slaves, than that they perish before our
eyes of hunger.

Gothic dis- Through the winter menths of 376—377 (appa-

" rently) this systematic robbery went on, and still
the Goths would not break their plighted faith to
the Emperor. Even as in reading the ghastly
history of the Terror in 1793 we are bound to
keep ever in memory the miserable lot of the
French peasant under the ancien régime, so the
thought of this cold and calculated cruelty, in-
flicted by men who had agreed to receive them
as allies, and who called themselves their bro-
thers in the fuith of Christ, should be present to
our minds when we hear of the cruel revenges
which in Thrace, in Greece, and in Italy, ‘ Gothia’
took on Rome. At length murmurs of discontent
reached the ears of Lupicinus, who concentrated
his forces round the Gothic settlements. The
movement was perceived and taken advantage
of by the Ostrogothic chieftains, Alatheus and
Saphrax, who had asked in vain for the same
permission that was accorded to the Christian
Visigoths. Watching their opportunity, they made
a dash across the Danube, probably lower down the

! ¢ Mancipia, inter quae et filii ducti sunt optimatum.’ (Am-
mianus, xxxi. 4. 11.)
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stream than the point where their countrymen had Boox 1.
crosed. Thus the peril of Moesia, already suff- &
ciently grave, was increased by the arrival of a 317
new and considerable host, who were bound by no
compact with the Empire, and had given no host-

ages of their fidelity. Fridigern, who was not yet
prepared for an open breach with the Romans,

but nevertheless would fain fortify himself by an
alliance with these powerful chiefs, slowly marched
towards Marcianople !, the capital of the Lower (or
Eastern) division of Moesia. When he arrived there,

with his comrade in arms Alavivus, an event occur-

red which turned discontent into rebellion, and sus-

picion into deadly hate. The story is thus told by
Jornandes, with some added details from Ammianus.

‘It happened in that miserable time that the Banquetat
Roman general, Lupicinus, invited the kings nople.
Alavivus and Fridigern to a banquet, at which,
a8 the event showed, he plotted their destruction.

But the chiefs, suspecting no guile, went with a
small retinue to the feast’ Meanwhile the mul-
titude of the barbarians thronged to the gates of the
town, and claimed their right as loyal subjects of
the Empire to buy the provisions which they had
need of in the market. By order of Lupicinus the
soldiers pushed them back to a distance from the
city. A quarrel arose, and a band of the soldiers

! Marcianople corresponds to the modern Shumla. The J
strength of this position as commanding several of the Balkan
passes, and near both to the Danube and the Euxine, has been
sufficiently impressed upon us by recent events. It and Hadrian-
ople were the great arsenals of Moesia and Thrace, respectively.



BOOK 1.
CH. 1.

a7

110 The Last Years of Valens.

were slain and stripped by the barbarians. News
of this disturbance was brought to Lupicinus as he
was sitting at his gorgeous banquet, watching the
comic performers and heavy with wine and sleep.
He at once ordered that all the Gothic soldiers,
who, partly to do honour to their rank, and partly
as a guard to their persons, had accompanied the
generals into the palace, should be put to death.
‘ Thus while Fridigern was at the banquet he heard
the cry of men in the agonies of death, and soon
ascertained that it proceeded from his own fol-
lowers shut up in another part of the palace, whom
the Roman soldiers at the command of their general
were attempting to butcher.” He drew his sword
in the midst of the banqueters, exclaimed that he
alone could pacify the tumult which had been
raised among his followers, and rushed out of
the dining-hall with his companions. They were
received with shouts of joy by their countrymen
outside, they mounted their horses and rode away
determined to revenge their slaughtered comrades*.

‘ Delighted to march once more under the general-
ship of one of the bravest of men, and to exchange
the prospect of death by hunger for death in the
battle-field, the Goths at once rose in arms.” Lupi-
cinus, with no proper preparation, joined battle with
them at the ninth milestone from Marcianople, was
defeated,and onlysaved himself by a shameful flight.

! Tt seems poseible that Alavivus was slain at the banquet.
Ammianus, who has serupulously mentioned his name with Fri-
digern's up to this point, now speaks of him no more.
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The barbarians equipped themselves with the arms Book 1.
of the slain legionaries, ‘And in truth that day %1
ended in one blow the hunger of the Goths and 377-
the security of the Romans ; for the Goths began
henceforwards to comport themselves no longer as
strangers but as inhabitants, and as lords to lay
their commands upon the tillers of the soil through-
out all the Northern provinces !’

After war had thus been declared, Fridigern,
elated with his success, marched across the Bal-
kans, and appeared in the neighbourhood of Ha-
drianople. There the incredible folly of the Roman sqeridus
officials, who seem to-have been determined ¢ not to 3‘;,%3: lii:fo
leave one fault uncommitted, threw another strong ™™™
Gothic reinforcement into his arms. There were
two chieftains named Sueridus and Colias, possibly
belonging to the ‘ Gothi Minores’ of Ulfilas, who
had long ago entered the service of the Empire,
and who were now from their winter-quarters at
Hadrianople placidly beholding the contest, with-
out any disposition to side with their invading
kinsmen. Suddenly orders arrived from the Em-
peror that these troops were to march to the
neighbourhood of the Dardanelles. Their leaders
prepared to obey, but made the perfectly reasonable
proposal that they should receive an allowance for
the expenses of the march, rations for the journey,

! Jornandes, cap. xxvi; Ammianus xxxi. 5. The passages in
quotation marks are from Jornandes, who however makes no
mention of Alavivus. There are slight differences between the

two narratives which make it not easy satisfactorily to combine
them.
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and be allowed a delay of two days to complete
their preparations. Some old grudge connected
with depredations committed by the Goths on their
property in the suburbs prompted the magistrates
of the city to refuse the request ; nay more, to arm
the smiths, of whom there was a large number
in Hadrianople, the chief arsenal of Thrace, to sound
the trumpets, and to threaten Sueridus and Colias
with instant destruction unless they immediately
obeyed the Emperor's orders. The Goths at first
stood still, unable to comprehend the meaning of
this outburst of petulance, but when scowling
looks were succeeded by taunting words, and these
by actual missiles from the armed artisans, they
willingly accepted the offered challenge and fought.
Soon a crowd of Romans were lying dead in the
streets of Hadrianople. According to their usual
custom the Goths despoiled them of their arms,
and then they marched out of the town to join
their countryman Fridigern. The united forces
attempted a siege of the city, but in vain,—
throughout these wars the barbarians never suc-
ceeded in taking a first-class fortress,—and with an
exclamation from Fridigern, ‘I do not make war
on stone walls, they broke up their camp and
streamed westwards and southwards through the
Rhodope valleys and over the rich province of
Thrace!. From every quarter the enslaved Goths

! For convenience sake I use Thrace in the classical sense, as
representing the country between the Balkans and the Aegean,
Official Thrace at this time reached northwards to the Danube,
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hastened to the uplifted standard of ¢the bravest Book 1.
of men,’ eager to avenge upon their oppressors the 1
insults and the blows which they had received %"
since that shameful day of the passage of the
Danube. .

These, and some deserters from among ‘the The Goths
poorer Provincials?, were of great service to the Thrace.
parbarian leaders in guiding them to the lurking-
places of wealthy Romans, and the secret stores
of corn and treasure. Pillage, conflagration, murder,
were universal in all the country districts of Thrace.

Little children were slain before the eyes of their
mothers, and old men stripped of all their wealth,
lamenting their ruined homesteads, and crying
out ‘that they had already lived too long,’ were
dragged away into slavery among the barbarians.

- When the news of this disastrous issue of the action
Gothic migration reached the Emperor at Antioch, Velens.”
it naturally plunged him in the deepest anxiety.

Yet he left the campaign of 377 to be fought out

by his generals, and did not that year appear him-

self upon the scene. He at once patched up a
peace with Persia, withdrew his troops from Ar-

! Ammisnus says that ‘to these were joined several persons
skilled in tracking out veins of gold, who were not able to bear
the heavy burdens of the taxes, and being received with the
willing consent of all, they were of great use to the invaders of
an unknown country in pointing out the hidden stores of corn
and the lurking-places of the fugitives’ (xxxi. 6. 6). We learn
from Vegetius (a contemporary writer on military affairs) that
the Roman generals always endeavoured to have some of these
very Thracian miners in their armies in order to conduct the
subterranean operations of a siege (iv. 24).

I
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BookK I menia (which was through all this century the
C. 1. Afghanistan of Rome), and sent them straight to
377-  the field of action in Thrace under two generals,

Profuturus and Trajan, whose self-confidence we
are told was greater than their capacity. Gratian
also spared some troops from Gaul, under the
eommand of Richomer, who held the high office
of ‘Count of the Domestics, but their numbers
were considerably lessened by desertion before they
reached the foe.

Ammianus blames the strategy of the generals
of Valens, who he thinks should have avoided any-
thing like a pitched battle with the Goths, and
should have gradually worn them down by fre-
quent and harassing encounters. But it is plain
that they succeeded in clearing first the Rhodope
country, and then the line of the Balkans, of the
Gothic army (though detached bands of plunderers
still loitered in the South), and at last the three
generals sat down before the barbarian camp at

s place called ‘The Willows’ (Ad Salices) in the
region which we now call the Dobrudacha, between
the Danube and the Sea. That the tide of battle
should have rolled so far northward seems to show
that the Roman generals had not greatly failed in
their campaign.

Drawn A bloody but indecisive battle followed, of which

e Ammianus has given us a striking if somewhat

Salics”  turgid description. We see the Goths in their

great round encanipment of waggons which they
themselves called ‘carrago,’ and with which their
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Dutch kinsmen in South Africa have lately made
us familiar under the name of “the laager camp?.’
Those fiery spirits hoped to win the battle on the
previous evening. They now pass the night in
sleepless excitement, varied by a prolonged supper.
The Romans also remain awake, but rather from
anxiety than hope. Then with the dawn of day
the barbarians, according to their usual custom,
renew to one another their oaths of fidelity in
battle. The Romans sing a martial song, rising
crescendo from the lower notes to the higher, which
i8 known to their nation as the barritus. The
barbarians, with less of harmony make the air re-
sound with the praises of their martial ancestors.
(Would that the historian could have taken down
for us from the mouth of some captive Goth a
specimen of one of these ancestral songs) Then
the Goths try, but not with great success, to gain
some rising ground from which they may rush
down in fury on the foe. The missile weapons fly,
the Romans, joining shield to shield, form the cele-
brated testudo, and advance with firm step. The
barbarians ding'down upon them their great clubs,
whose blackened ends are hardened in the fire, or
stab those who resist most obstinately with the
points of their swords. Thus for a time they break
the left wing of the imperial army, but a strong
support comes up, and the Roman line is restored.
The bail of flying javelins rattles on unceasingly.

1 ¢Ad orbis rotundi figuram multitudine digesta plaustrorum
tamquam intramuranis cohibitum spatiis’ (Ammianus, xxxi. ¥. 5).
12
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The horsemen on both sides pursue the fugitives,
striking at their heads and backs, the foot soldiers
follow, and ham-string the fallen to prevent their
continuing their escape. So while both nations
are fighting with undiminished ardour the sun goes
down upon scenes whose ghastliness our historian
describes with unnecessary minuteness, and after
all the battle of the Salices is neither lost nor won.
Next day the bodies of the chiefs on both sides
are buried. Those of the common soldiers are left
to the vultures, which at that time fed fat upon
human flesh. Years after, Ammianus himself ap-
pears to have seen the heaps of whitened bones
which still denoted the site of the great battle ’,
After this indecisive battle the Goths remained
‘in laager’ for seven days. The Romans retired
to Marcianople, but succeeded, owing to the in-
activity of the barbarians, in shutting many de-
tached parties of the Goths into sequestered
valleys among the Balkans, where they perished
of famine. Before the close of the year, however,
we find the Goths again holding the Balkan line
against Saturninus, who had been sent to reinforce

! Reliqua peremptorum corpora dirae volucres consumpserunt,
adsuetae illo tempore cadaveribus pasei, ut indicant nunc usque
albentes ossibus campi’ Compare Claudian (writing of these
times but of a slightly different place)—

¢ Dicite, Bisaltas, vel qui Pangaea juvencis
Scinditis, offenso quantae sub vomere putres
Dissiliant glebis galeae. Vel qualia rastris
Ossa peremptorum resonent immania regum.’
In Prim. Cons. Stilichonis, i. 134-7.
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Trajan and Profuturus: and not only so, but Boox 1.
having sent invitations to some of their late ene- _* -

mies, the Huns and the Alani—for by this time Cﬂi;:;nf
the Roman was even more hateful than the Hun— Goths and

they again burst into Thrace, where they committed %Z{f‘
a fresh series of outrages, the heightened brutality

of which seems to be due to the presence of their
Tartar auxiliaries.

The campaign of 378 opened auspiciously for Campaign
the interests of Rome along the whole line. In fhewen:
the West, Gratian, who had found Ais barbarians
upon the Rhine and in the Tyrol perceptibly more
restless and excited on account of the rumours of
Rome’s reverses on the Danube, succeeded in
winning an important victory near Colmar in
Alsace, ‘and in reducing to obedience, after some
operations of extraordinary difficulty, the Lenti-
enses, a barbarous tribe who dwelt among the
mountains of the Black Forest.

In the East, Sebastian, who had now succeeded in the Eaxt.
Trajan,—these constant changes of generals seem
to indicate weakness in the Imperial councils,—
with a small and select detachment of troops fell
by night upon a large body of marauding Goths
who had settled themselves to sleep by the banks
of the river Hebrus (Maritza), and of whom only a
few nimble-footed ones escaped the slaying sword
of the Roman general.

But these two victories were in fact not the
precursors merely, but the causes, of a greater and
far more terrible defeat. The Emperor Valens had
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now appeared upon the scene, having removed his
court from Antioch to Constantinople. Deep down
in that man’s heart, the secret motive it may be
believed of many of his worst and most unwise
actions, was the conviction that he had been chosen
by fraternal partiality for an office for which he
was not fitted, and that all men, citizens, soldiers.
generals, were ever reflecting upon that unfitness.
The victories of his nephew and of his general, but
especially of the former, of the gallant and brilliant
Gratian, were gall and wormwood to his spirit,
and he nourished a petulant and morbid craving
for a victory in which that nephew should have
no share. :

The few days of the Emperor’s tarriance at
Constantinople were clouded by an outbreak of
popular sedition, partial indeed, and soon sup-
pressed, but unpleasantly indicating the adverse
judgment of the multitude on his recent policy.
Valens withdrew in displeasure to his villa of
Melanthias (apparently not far from the capital),
where, since he knew himself to be unpopular with
the citizens, he set himself to gain the affections
of the soldiery by the well-worn devices of *do-
native’ and extra rations, and affable gossip with
the men®. In this way the early summer passed
on while Sebastian won his victory by the Maritza
and Gratian his by the Rhine. Roused by these
tidings, Valens set forth from his villa with a

! « Militem stipendio fovebat et alimentis et blanda crebritate
sermonum’ (Ammisnus xxxi, 1. 1).
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large and well-appointed army, containing no small
number of veterans, and many experienced officers.
On his march an incident occurred which at the
time was probably remarkable only as furnishing
an illustration of the lamentably devastated state
of the country, but to which later generations
added a touch of the supernatural, and then beheld
in it a portent.

‘The body of a man,’ says Zosimus,  was seen
lying by the roadside, seeming as if it had been
scourged from head to foot, and utterly motionless,
except as to the eyes, which were open, and which
it moved from ome to another of the beholders. To
all questions who he was, ar whence he came, or
from whom he had suffered these things, he .an-
swered nothing. Whereupon they deemed the
sight to be somewhat in the nature of a portent,
and shewed it to the Emperor. 8till, when he
questioned it, it remained equally dumb: and you
would have said that it could not be living since
the whole body was motionless, nor yet utterly
dead since it still had the power of vision. And
while they were gazing, suddenly the portentous
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thing vanished. @ Whereupon those of the by-

standers who had skill to read coming events,
conjectured that the apparition foreshadowed the
future condition of the commonwealth, which, like
that man, should be stricken and scourged, and lie
for a space like one who is about to give up the
ghost, until at length by the vileness of its rulers
and ministers it should be utterly destroyed. And
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this forecast, as one after another all these things
have come upon us, is seen to have been a true
one.’

After three days’ march the army reached Ha-
drianople, where they took up their position in the
usual square form of a Roman camp strengthened
by ditch and vallum and palisade. The scouts
who had seen the Gothic forces, by some incredible
error brought back word that they only numbered
10,000 men. Before the battle was joined the
Emperor must have been undeceived on this point,
but it is probable that to the last he under-esti-
mated the strength of his foe. While they were
still in camp Richomer, the Count of the Domestics,
arrived with a letter from his young master Gratian,
who had been detained by fever at Sirmium (a
day’s march west of Belgrade), stating that he
was again on the road, and would shortly join his
uncle with powerful reinforcements. A council of
war was held to decide between instant battle and
a delay of a few days in order to effect a junction
with Gratian. Sebastian, fresh from his easy vic-
tory by the Maritza, advised immediate action.
Victor, master of the infantry, a Sarmatian (Sclav)
by birth, but an excellent and wary “géneral, and
true to Rome, advised delay. The absurd miscalcula-
tion of the enemy’s forces, joined to the Emperor’s
unconcealed desire to win his victory without
Gratian, carried the day, and it was decided to fight
forthwith.

Scarcely had this resolution been arrived at when
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a singular embassy arrived from Fridigern. ‘A Boox 1
presbyter of the Christian worship,” with other 1
persons of somewhat humble rank’, brought a letter, & 3~
in which the Gothic king entreated that he and ::;:sc:d?'g)
his people who were driven forth from their homes the Goths.
by the inroad of the savage Huns, might have the
province of Thrace ? assigned to them for a habita-

tion, with all the cattle and crops which yet re-
mained in it. On this condition, which, as it may

have been represented, was justified by the pre-
cedent of Aurelian’s cession of Dacia, they promised

to remain everlastingly at peace with Rome. Ac-
cording to a camp-rumour, which Ammianus be-
lieved, but which to a modern historian seems
highly improbable, this same messenger brought
confidential letters from the Goth to the Emperor,
advising him apparently not to concede the terms
openly asked for, but to hurry up his army close to

the barbarian host, and thereby enable Fridigern

to extract from his too arrogant followers terms

more favourable to the Roman commonwealth,

Such an embassy, with such a request, especially Battle of
in the existing mood of the Emperor and his offi- Bad ople, Aug.
cers, was of course disregarded: and at dawn of¥ 318.
the following day the Emperor and his army set
forward, leaving their baggage, military chest, and

! ¢« Christiani ritus presbyter, ut ipsi appellant missus & Friti-
gerno legatus cum aliis humilibus venit ad principis castra’
(Ammianus, xxxi. 12. 8).

* This must mean official Thrace, i.e. Thrace + Moesia In-
ferior. Bat of course an exception must have been tacitly made
for Constantinople and its vicinity.
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the chief of the trappings of the Imperial dignity,
under the shelter of the walls of Hadrianople.

It was not till two o'clock in the afternoon:
that the waggons of the Goths, arranged in their
usual circular form, were seen upon the horizon.
The Romans drew up their line of battle, putting
the cavalry, contrary to their usual custom, in
front of the heavy-armed infantry. While this
was going on, the barbarians, ‘ according to their
custom,” says Ammianus, ‘ raised a sad and savage
howl, which however was probably meant for
melody. Then followed, not the fight, but a per-
plexing series of embassies and counter embassies
between Fridigern and Valens. The Goth seems
to have had really some doubt as to the issue of
the combat. His friends Alatheus and Saphrax,
with the chief of the barbarian cavalry, were from
some unexplained cause absent, but he knew
that they were hastening to join him. He knew
also that with the Roman troops, hot, exhausted
and thirsty after a long march under the noonday
sun of August, and with their horses unable to
graze—for the Goths had set the dry grass on
fire and it was still blazing all around them—an
hour or two of delay would tell for him and against
the Emperor. Why Valens lingered is less easy
to explain, unless, after all, he, though eager for

! «Cum in medium torridus procederet dies, octava tandem
hord bostium carpenta cernuntur’ (Ammisnus, xxxi. rs. 11).
Is this the eighth hour of the day (2 p.m.), or of the marech, which
would be about noon ?
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a victory all his own, had little stomach for the
fight.

However, the inpatience of the Roman soldiers
put an end to this irritating suspense. Some
light-armed troops (archers and shield-bearers)
under the command of Bacurius the Armenian,
came up to the Gothic rampart and actually
engaged the enemy at the very moment when
Richomer was starting on a return embassy to the
hostile camp. Doubtless however even then Fri-
digern would have found means to spin out again
his interminable negotiations, had not his chief end
already been attained. Alatheus and Saphrax were
come, and their cavalry swept down upon the hot
and hungry Roman soldiers ‘like a thunderbolt.’
The battle which followed is described with much
minuteness but no great clearness by Ammianus,
and the general impression which the ordinary
reader carries away from his pages is simply that,
like ‘every battle of the warrior,” this one was
< with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood,’
and that it ended with ‘ burning and fuel of fire.’
What the professional Roman soldier has failed to
make clear, a modern writer, ignorant of the rudi-
ments of the military art, is excused from attempt-
ing to explain. Something is said about the right
wing of the cavalry having reached the ground
before the left, which straggled up in disorder
by various roads to the field of battle. It has
also been suggested! that the Romans, in putting

! By Pallmann (i. 134).
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their cavalry before their infantry showed that
they intended to attack, and that the battle was
necessarily lost when Fridigern by his crafty ne-
gotiations and by the well-timed charge of Ala-
theus and Saphrax wrested from them the offensive.
One thing is clear, that there must have been some
neglect of the simplest principles of tactics on the
part of the Roman generals, for the maniples of
the infantry were so tightly jammed together that
they could scarce draw their swords or reach back a
once-extended hand, and their spears were broken
by the swaying to and fro of their own unman-
ageable mass before they could hurl them against
the enemy. There they stood, raging but helpless,
an easy mark to the Gothic missiles, not one of
which could fail to wound a Roman soldier, while
the cavalry, which was to have covered their ad-
vance, was descried far forward on the battle field,
close to the Gothic waggons, but separated from the
main body of the army by an intervening sea of
furious barbarians, amid which it stood a brave but
broken bulwark. At length, after hours of slaughter
and after some hopeless charges over the heaps of
glain, in which the Romans tried to get at the
enemy with their swords and to avenge the de-
struction which they could not avert, the ranks of
the infantry gave way and they fled in confusion
from the field.

Where in the meanwhile was Valens? When
the day was irretrievably lost, finding himself
surrounded on all sides by scenes of horror, he
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rode, leaping with difficulty over heaps of slain
to where two legions of his guard? still held their
ground against the surging torrent of the barbarians.
Trajan, who was with them, shouted out, * All hope
18 gone unless a detachment of soldiers can be got
together to protect the Emperor's person.” At
these words a certain Count Victor? rode off to
collect some of the Batavian cohort, whose duty it
was to act as a reserve to the Imperial Guard.
But when he reached their station he found not
a man there, and evidently deeming further efforts
to save his-master’s life hopeless, he and Richomer
and Saturninus hurried from the field.

Trajan fell where he was fighting, and round Deatn o

him presumably the two still unbroken legions,
while the miserable Valens wandered on between
heaps of slain horses and over roads made nearly
impassable by his dead and dying subjects. Night
came on, a moonless night, and when the dreadful
day dawned the Emperor was not to be found.
Some said that they had seen him at twilight
flying from the field sore wounded by an arrow
among the crowd of common soldiers, and that he
had suddenly fallen, faint from the loss of blood.
Others told a more circumstantial tale. According
to them, after he had received his wound, a small

? The Lancearii and Mattiarii, both of which bodies of troops,
named from the weapons which they employed, are mentioned in
the Notitia Orientis (cap. iv) among the six Legiones Palatinae.
The Batavi Seniores head the list of the eighteen Auwilia
Palatina. .

? Not the Master of the Infantry mentioned p. 120.

Valens.
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BOOK 1. company of eunuchs and soldiers of the body-guard
¢2. 1 who still surrounded him, bore him off to some
378 migerable out-house of timber, which they saw

nigh at hand. There while they were trying to
assuage his pain a company of Goths came by,
ignorant whom they were pursuing, and demanded
admission. As the door was kept tightly barred
against them, and they were assailed by a shower
of arrows from the roof, the barbarians, impatient at
being so long hindered from their work of depre-
dation, Ppiled straw and logs against the cottage
and set it on fire. One young guardsman alone
escaped from the conflagration to tell the Goths
what they had done, and of how great a prize
they had defrauded themselves by their cruel im-
patience. '

This last version of the story, though only half
credited by Ammianus, is the one which obtained
most currency with posterity. The ecclesiastical
historians, in whose eyes the heresy of Valens was
his greatest crime, were never tired of remarking
that he who by seducing the Gothic nation into
Arianism had caused so many of their number to
burn eternally in hell, was himself, according to
the righteous retribution of God, burned on earth
by the hands of those same barbarians.

Upon the field of Hadrianople fully two-thirds
of the Roman army were proved to have perished.
Among them were thirty-seven officers of high
rank, besides Trajan and Sebastian. ‘Though the

xxxi.13.19. Romans,’ says Ammianus, ‘have often had experi-
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ence of the fickleness of Fortune, their annals con- Boox 1.
tain no record of so destructive a defeat since the _“*
battle of Cannae.’ And we, after the lapse of 3
fifteen centuries, can perceive that while the
terrible disaster of Cannae was reparable, the con-
sequences of the battle of Hadrianople could never

be repaired.
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CHAPTER IL
THEODOSIUS.

Authorities.
Sources :—
AMMIANUS serves us for five months after the battle of BOOK I.
Hadrianople. Then, with the accession of Theodosius, we C=. 2.
unfortunately lose his guidance.

Our chief Aeathen authority for the reign of Theodosius
is Zosruus (described at the beginning of the previous
chapter), who is more than usually confused and inconsecu-
tive in his account of the events of this reign. We possess,
however, a few interesting fragments of the writer upon
whose history that of Zosimus was probably in great part X
founded,

Evxarrus, like Zosimus, a heathen, and very bitter against
both Constantine and Theodosius.

He was born at Sardis, 347, and went to Athens to
study in the year 362. The Hierophant who there initiated
him into the Eleusinian mysteries, informed him confi-
dentially that the complete overthrow of the old religion
and the ruin of Greece were near at hand. His object in
writing was to continue the work of Dexippus. He wrote
accordingly a history in fourteen books, embracing the
period from the death of Claudius Gothicus, 270, to
the banishment of St. Chrysostom, 404. He himself
gives us some interesting details concerning the motives
which urged him to authorship. ¢Now,’ he says, at the
commencement of his second book, ‘having reached the
period of Julian, my story has brought me to that which
was ever my chief aim in writing. Now shall I be con-
cerned with the actions of one whom I regard with some-
what of a lover’s enthusiasm. Not, by Jove, that I ever
saw him or received any benefit at his hands, for I who
write these lines was but a boy when he reigned. But a

K
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BOOK 1. wonderful and irresistible incentive to love was the uni-
Cr 2. versal feeling of admiration which he excited, and the
untarnished brilliance of his glory. For how could I be
silent, when none around me were silent, about the actions
of Julian. How refrain from speaking when even men un-
skilled in speech loved to linger over the sweet and golden
theme of his praises?’ And then Eunapius goes on to de-
scribe how his associates, chief among them a Professor of
Medicine named Oribasius, who had himself been a faithful
friend and counsellor of Julian, seeing his literary skill,
urged him to compose the history of the Emperor’s exploits,
saying that it would be stark impiety if he refrained from
doing so.

We owe to Eunapius, scanty as are the fragments of
his work that have been preserved (only 77 pages, all
told, in the Bonn edition of the Byzantine historians),
many interesting sketches of men and manners, and some
curious anecdotes of classical times; as, for instance, that
Philip of Macedon once having slipped and fallen on the
arena, when he saw the measure of his body in the dust,
said, half laughing at himself,  How little ground is covered
by a man who hankers after the whole world.” Again, that
Marius said of Sulla, ‘ He is a lion and a fox joined to-
gether, but I fear the fox most.” And again (more relevant
to our present subject and an interesting evidence of the
statesmanlike intuition of Eunapius’s hero), that Julian said,
when the war with Persia was coming to a head, and no one
else drcamed of trouble from any other quarter, ‘The Goths are
quiet just now, but perhaps they will not always be quiet” A
few of the most striking features in the ordinary description
of the assemblage of the fugitive Goths on the Danubian
frontier of the Empire are also borrowed from Eunapius.

Excerpt19, In one passage the quiet page of the decorous Bonn
PP-69-71 odition of the Byzantine historians seems suddenly to
flame into passion, and we hear the shrill theological wrath
of the unknown scribe who has been dead for a thousand
years. Eunapius, in his account of the feelings of the army
after the death of Julian, says that the common soldiers
knew right well that they should never again find such a
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general, not even if a god took shape and came to lead
them. ‘A man who, by his own inherent nobility of nature
and by something akin to God within him, arrested the till
then irresistible downward tendency of the State. A man
who, emerging from such waves of adversity, looked upon
the sky and saw its hidden loveliness. A man who, while
still clothed with a body, communed with the disembodied
gods : who accepted sovereignty not because he loved it,
but because he saw men in need of a ruler: who made him-
self beloved by his soldiers, not because he cared for popular
applause, but because he knew that by doing so he should
promote the welfare of all.”—

Then, in a parenthesis, with a shriek that is all but audi-
ble, bursts in the outraged scribe : ‘Dost thou dare to insult
us with such nonsense, thunder-maddened and fatuous
chatterer ? “ Disembodied gods!” Whence stole you those
words but from the Christian mysteries? Was Ganymede
caught aloft by the eagle at the bidding of a disembodied
god? Is Juno sister and wife of such an one? Were they
disembodied gods for whom Hebe poured the nectar, and
who in their drunkenness bandied their unseemly jests over
the fall of Troy ? It was not in order to reform the life of
men that Julian chose empire, for he reformed nothing.
He acted at first from base vanity and ingratitude to Con-
stantius his benefactor, and then he was driven on by the
demons to whom he offered sacrifice, that he might meet
with the fitting reward of his folly and his crime.’

Against this angry interpolation, yet another amanuensis
has written his note in the margin, ‘Some hermit from the
top of his pillar scoldeth Eunapius’ (orjAirevricés xara
Eidvaziov).

Partly confirming and partly modifying the heathen esti-
mates of the character of Theodosius, we have pretty copious
notes of his reign in The Ecclesiastical Historians :—

SocraTes scHOLASTICUB (8bout 379-450).
His history covers the period from 307 to 439.
SozoMENUS (contemporary with Socrates).
His history covers the period from 323 to 425.
K 2
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THEODORET (about 393-457).
His history covers the period from 320 to 429.

Pr1rosTore1us, born about 364, died after 425.
His history covers the period from 300 to 425.

These historians are too well known to need any spe-
cial description. It is sufficient to observe that for the
period for which we shall require their aid they may be
considered as practically contemporary authorities. Though
writing histories of the Church they are not all Church-
men. Socrates and Sozomen were barristers at Constan-
tinople. We do not appear to be informed as to the occu-~
pation of Philostorgius, but he was a bitter Arian, and loses
no opportunity of decrying the orthodox champions. Theo-
doret was a Syrian bishop.

There are no doubt degrees of merit in these four histories;
but they are all of them disappointing works to a modern
student, dwelling at tedious length on mere theological
squabbles, and giving little insight, comparatively, into the
inner life of men or the causes of the transcendently im-
portant events in civil history which were proceeding in
their day.

Another favourable, perhaps Christian, authority for the
life of Theodosius is PacaTus (Latinus Pacatus Drepanius), a
native of Bordeaux, who pronounced a panegyric on the
Emperor at Rome, 389, after his victory over Maximus,
The praise is of the fulsome and tasteless kind usual in these

official panegyrics, and where the oration deals with gualities

it can hardly be considered as furnishing any trustworthy
materials for history. Actions (the chief of these being
Theodosius’s suppression of the tyranny of Maximus) may
perbaps be more safely described from this source, as com-
plete falsification of these would have been more difficult.
For a complete picture of the life and times of Theodosius
the voluminous works of Carysostom and AMBROSE among
the Christians, and the orations and letters of LiBanius,
SymMmacuus, and THEMISTIUS among the heathens, would re-
quire to be studied. As he was only for a short time Em-
peror of the West, the slight sketch here offered is perhaps
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sufficient for the object of the present work. The order of BOOK 1.
subject rather than that of date having been followed in C=. 2.

this chapter, it may be a convenience to the reader to refer
to the subjoined Chronological Table of the events in the life

of Theodosius.
A.D. Anno Aetatis.
346. Theodosius born.
367. Served in Britain under his father . . a1
374. Fought in Moesia against Quadx and Marcoma.nm 28
376. Execution of Theodosius, senior . . 30
379. Proclaimed Emperor at Sirmium, Jan, 16 . 33
380. Iilness at Thessalonica
Baptised by Ascholius, Bmhop of Thessalomca} 34
Edict ¢ De Fide Catholicd . .
381. Reception of Athanaric at Constantinople, Jan.
11-25
Council of Constmtlnople (Second Genemlz 35
Council) May—July . .
383. Arcadius proclaimed Augustus, Jan. x6
Usurpation of Maximus . . . . . } 37
Murder of Gratian, August 25 . . .
384. Treaty with Persia. Birth of Honorius . . 38
387. Quinguennalia of Arcadius . . . .
Sedition at Antioch . . .
Flight of Valentiniau IT from Italy . NGA
Marriage of Theodosius and Galla .
388. Maximus defeated and slain 42
389. Theodosius at Rome . } 43
¢ Dedit congiarium Romanis’ (Idatms) .
390. Destruction of Temple of Serapis at Alexandria
Massacre at Thessalonica .
Exclusion from the Church by Ambrose, Apnl} 44
to Christmas .
392. Valentinian I slain by order of Arbogast } 46
Usurpation of Eugenius, May 15
394. War with Eugenius and Arbogast } 48
Battle of the Frigidus, Sept. 5, .
395. Death of Theodosius . . . . 49

THE course of events in the provinces south of
the Danube during the year 378 was an illustra-
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tion of the fact, abundantly proved by many other
passages in the history of the world, that a bar-
barous race fighting against a civilised one may
win victories, but scarcely ever knows how to im-
prove them. Such a calamity as that of Hadrianople,
had the king of Persia been the antagonist, must
surely have involved the ruin at any rate of the
Eastern half of the Roman Empire. In the hands
of the Goths its direct results were ridiculously
small—a little more ravaging and slaughtering, two
or three years of desultory war, and then a treaty
by which the barbarians bound themselves to be
the humble servants of the Emperor.

With the dawn which followed the terrible night
of the gth of August, the victors, excited and greedy
of spoil, marched in compact order to Hadrianople,
where, as they knew from the reports of deserters,
were to be found the insignia of the imperial dig-
nity and a great accumulation of treasure. At first
it seemed not impossible that they might carry the
place by a coup de mawn. Fugitives from the
beaten army, soldiers and camp-followers, were
still swarming around the gates and blocking up
the road, by their disorderly eagerness preventing
themselves from obtaining an entrance. With these
men the Gothic squadrons kept up a fierce fight
till about three in the afternoon. Then three hun-
dred of the Roman infantry—possibly themselves
enlisted from among the Teutonic subjects of the
Empire—went over in a body to the barbarians.
With incredible folly as well as cruelty the Goths
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refused to accept their surrender, and killed the BoOK I.
greater part of them, thereby closing the door on O >
all propositions of a similar kind during the re- 378
mainder of the war. Meanwhile the defenders of

the city had succeeded in firmly closing the gates,

had stationed powerful catapults and balistae on

the walls, and finding themselves well supplied

with all things necessary for a long defence, except

a good stock of water, as the first day wore away

to its close leaving the city still no nearer to its
capture, their spirits began to riee, and the hope

that all might yet be retrieved grew brighter.

Contrary to the advice of Fridigern, whose autho- But fail to
rity, though he bore the name of king, was evidently take it.
not absolute over followers hungering for booty, the
Goths determined to continue the siege, but, dis-
mayed by the sight of so many of their bravest
warriors slain or disabled, they determined to em-
ploy stratagem. Not all, apparently, of the desert-
ers of the previous day had been slain by the
Gothic sword. Some of the late Emperor's own
guard of hounour, conspicuous by their white tunics,
as English guardsmen by their bear-skin caps, and
known throughout the Empire as candidati, had
been admitted to surrender by the barbarians, and
were now to be employed in the fresh attempt upon
Hadrianople. They agreed to feign flight from
their new friends and to set the city secretly on
fire. In the bewilderment and confusion of the
fire it was hoped that the walls would be stripped
of their defenders, and that the Goths might rush
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in to an easy victory. The Candidati appear to
have been true in their treachery. They stood in
the fosse before the walls and stretched out sup-
pliant hands entreating for admission. A suspicious
diversity, however, in their statements respecting
the plans of the Goths, caused them to be kept
close prisoners, and when torture was applied they
confessed the scheme in which they had made them-
selves accomplices.

The Gothic stratagem having thus miscarried,
there was nothing for it but to try another open
assault. Again the bravest and noblest of the bar-
barians pressed on at the head of their people, each
one hoping that his should be the fortunate hand
which should grasp the treasure of Valens. Again
the engines on the walls played with fearful havoc
upon the dense masses of the besiegers. The cylin-
ders and capitals of stately columns came crashing
down upon their heads. One gigantic engine, called
the Wild Ass, hurled a mass of stone so vast that
though it chanced to fall harmlessly upon a space
of ground which was clear of the hostile ranks,
all who fought by that part of the wall were de-
moralised by fear of what the next bray from the
Wild Ass might signify. At length, after a long
weary day of unsuccessful battle, when the assault
of the besiegers had degenerated into a series of
ill-organised rushes against the walls, brave but
utterly hopeless, their trumpets were sadly sounded
for retreat, and every survivor in the host said,
‘Would that we had followed the counsel of Fridi-
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gern.' They drew off their forces. Hadrianople was BOOK I
saved, and its defenders, a larger host than was on 2

needed for its protection, withdrew by devious 378

ways, some to Philippopolis and some to Sardica.

They still hoped to find Valens somewhere hidden

in the ravaged country, and they probably bore

with them his treasure and his crown.

The Goths meanwhile, with ma.ny of their new The (s};;hn
allies, the Huns and the Alani, in their ranks, after from be.
an unsuccessful attempt upon Perinthus by the Sea santine
of Marmora, marched upon Constantinople. Des- *®*
titute as they were of all naval resources, it must
surely have been but a forlorn hope for men who
bad failed in the moment of victory to take the
inland city of Hadrianople, to attempt the strongly
fortified peninsula of Byzantium. At any rate their
attack was repulsed, and that partly by a race
whom after ages would have wondered to behold
among the defenders of Christian Constantinople.

A band of Saracens, the wild and wandering in-
habitants of Arabia, as yet unorganised and unre-
claimed by the fervent faith of Mohammed, ‘a
nation, as Ammianus says!, ‘whom it is never
desirable to have either for friends or enemies,
bad been brought to the capital among the auxil-
lary troops of Valens?, and upon them now fell the
chief labour of its defence. With barbarian confi-
dence and impetuosity they issued forth from the
gates and fell upon the squadrons of the Goths,
At first the event of the battle seemed doubtful,

!xiv. 4. 1. 3 Eunapius, p. 52 (ed. Bonn).
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but at length the Teutonic host became demoral-
ised and retired in disorder. According to our
Roman historian’s account , the determining cause
of their defeat was the horror inspired by the
ghastly proceedings of one of the Saracen warriors.
Completely naked except for a girdle round his
loins, with that long floating black hair which
Europe afterwards knew so well, uttering a hoarse
and melancholy howl, he sprang with drawn dag-
ger upon the Gothic hosts, and having stabbed his
man proceeded to suck the life-blood from the neck
of his slaughtered foe. The Northern barbarians,
easily accessible to shadowy and superstitious ter-
rors, and arguing perhaps that they had to do with
demons rather than with men, began to waver in
their ranks, and withdrew from the field. Who
that witnessed that confused jostle between the
Northern and Southern barbarisms could have ima-
gined the part that each was destined to play in
the middle ages beside the Mediterranean shores ;
that they would meet again three centuries later
upon the Andalusian plain ; that from these would
spring the stately Khalifats of Cordova and Bagdad;
from those the chivalry of Castille ?

The Gothic army, with heavy losses and some-
what impaired hope, retired from Constantinople.
Since they could take no important city it was
clear that they could not yet conquer, if they
wished to conquer, the Empire of Rome. They
could ravage it, and this they did effectually, wan-

! Ammianus, xxxi. 16. 7.
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dering almost at pleasure over the countries that Boox 1.
we now call Bulgaria, Servia, Bosnia, and up to Cn. 2.
the very spurs of the Julian Alps on the north- 379
eastern confines of Italy. Incapable of resistance
except behind walls, the Romans took a cruel and
cowardly revenge. It will be remembered that when Murder
the Goths were ferried across the Danube they ;fo:f;“.
had been compelled to surrender all the youthful

sons of their chief men as hostages for their good
behaviour. These lads had been dispersed through

all the cities of the East, where their rich attire

and the stately forms which seemed to tell of the
temperate northern climates in which they had

their birth, excited the admiration and fear of the
populations among whom they were placed®. Three

years had now passed since the fatal treaty, and
these youths were rapidly maturing into men. The
brave deeds, the victories and defeats of their
fathers on the Thracian battle-fields, had reached

their ears. Clustering together in the unfriendly
streets they muttered to one another—so at least

the Romans thought—in their barbaric tongue,
counsels of revenge for their slain kinsmen. Julius,

the Master of the Soldiery, to whom tidings were
brought of this real or supposed movement among

the hostages, determined to strike the first blow.
Having obtained full powers from the Senate at
Constantinople, and communicated his plans under
pledges of inviolable secrecy to the commandants

! Eunapius, p. 50: waides 3¢ alrér mpds ve mijv elxpaciav Tiw
dépur arédpapoy xai wapa Tiv fAwiar Fnoar.
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of the garrisons, he caused a report to be circulated
through the provinces that all the hostages who
should present themselves at the chief cities on a
given day should receive rich gifts and an allot-
ment of lands from the bounty of the Emperor.
Laying aside all thoughts of vengeance, if they had
ever entertained them, the Gothic lads trooped in,
each one, to the capital of his province. When they
were thus assembled, unarmed and unsuspecting,
in the Thracian and Asiatic market-places, the
soldiery at a given signal mounted the roofs of the
surrounding houses, and hurled stones and darts
upon them till the last of the yellow-haired strip-
lings was laid low. A brave deed truly, and one
worthy of the Roman legions in those days, and of
the Master of the Soldiery—bearing alas, the great
name of Julius—who commanded them! Itis with
sorrow that we observe that Ammianus Marcellinus,
who closes his history with this event, speaks with
approbation of the ¢ prudent counsel of the Master,
the accomplishment whereof without tumult or
delay saved the Eastern provinces from a great
danger.’

That dastardly crime, however, was not com-
mitted with the sanction of the new Emperor of
the East, whose permission Julius expressly for-
bore to seek'. To him, to the well-known figure
of the Emperor Theodosius, it is now time to turn.
He inherited from his father a name ennobled by
great services to the state, and shaded by the re-

! Zosimus, iv. 26,
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membrance of a cruel wrong. Of all the generals Book 1.
who served the house of Valentinian none had %
earned a higher or purer fame than Theodosius the 367-374
Spaniard. The details of his earlier career are not Services of
preserved, but we know that from 367 to 370 %’feilﬂf'
he commanded the legions in Britain, first ¢ de- """
livering from predatory bands the neighbourhood

of the city Augusta, which the ancients used to

call Lundinium!,” and then marching into Cale-

donia to repel an invasion of the Picts, the Scots,

and the ‘very warlike nation of the Atacotti’
Apparently he had also Saxon marauders to deal

with. In the words of Claudian, the court poet of

the Theodosian family,

‘ What did the stars avail, the seas unknown,

The frost eternal of that frigid zone

The Saxone’ lifestream steeped the Orcadian plain,
Thulé with blood of Picts grew warm again,

And icy Erin® mourned her Scotsmen slain.’

From Britain, Theodosius was ordered to Ger-
many, where he did good service against the Ale-
manni, and from thence to Mauretania, where the
half-civilised Moorish population, never very loyal
to Rome, and now maddened by the misrule of the
governor Romanus, had risen in revolt, and robed
a pastoral chieftain, Firmus, with the imperial
purple.

From 372 to 374 Theodosius was engaged in
suppressing this rebellion, a difficult task, which

! Ammianus, xxvii. 8. 7, and xxviii. 3. 1.
* ¢ Glacialis Ierne’ Claudian de 1V Cons, Honorii, 30-34.
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he accomplished with complete success. Honour
and repose might have seemed to be awaiting the
general—now probably between sixty and seventy
years of age—who had rendered these services to
his country. But an unexpected change in his
fortunes was at hand. In the year 376, a few
months probably after the sudden death of the
Emperor Valentinian, a scaffold was erected at
Carthage, and Theodosius was ordered to ascend
it. ‘ He asked, we are told !, ‘ that he might first be
baptized for the remission of his sins, and having
obtained the sacrament of Christ, which he had
desired, after a glorious life in this world, being
also secure of the life eternal, he willingly offered
his neck to the executioner.” History asks in vain
for the motive of such well-nigh unexampled in-
gratitude. The only one that is assigned is ‘creep-
ing envy’ of the fame of the old general. Possibly
too his adhesion to the orthodox creed may have
rendered him obnoxious to Justina, widow of Valen-
tinian, who governed Africa as well as Italy in the
name of her infant son, and whom we know to have
been a bitter Arian. But it is probable that the
hand which prepared, and the voice which coun-
selled the stroke, were the hand and the voice of
Valens, the most powerful member for the time
of the Imperial partnership. Those four ominous
letters © E O A began the name of Theodosius as
surely as that of Theodorus, and it seems there-
fore allowable to suppose that the incantation scene

1 Orosius, vii. 33.



Accession of Theodosius. 143

at Antioch four years previously—the laurel tripod, Book 1.
the person in linen mantle and with linen socks, **
who shook the curtain and made the ring dance up 3769
and down among the twenty-four letters of the
alphabet — were links in the chain of causation
which led the blameless veteran to his doom.

As has been mentioned, the execution of the elder 11:;1& e

Theodosius occurred in the year 376. The son younger
and namesake of the murdered general, who had s~
already done good service to the state in Britain

and on the Danube, when he filled the high office

of ‘Duke of Moesia,” now retired into private life,
probably in his native Spain. His retirement lasted

less than three years. Then Gratian, finding him-

self, at the age of twenty, left by the death of his

uncle Valens, the oldest of the Emperors, with only

his impetuous and unwise step-mother Justina,
nominally assisting in the administration of the
Empire, looked around him for help, and wisely de-
termined by the same act to associate with himself

a colleague of riper experience than his own, and

to repair, as far as it could be repaired, the cruel in-
Justice which had been committed by the house of
Valentinian. He summoned Theodosius from Spain, His acces-
and on the 19th of January, 379, proclaimed him 3y 3o
Augustus at Sirmium on the Save. The new Em-

peror was in the thirty-third year of his age.

The course which Gratian and Theodosius pur- Conlia.
sued towards the Goths in the first three years of Al
their joint reign appears to have been in the high- ®* %™
est degree wise and statesmanlike. To undo the
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fatal policy of Valens was impossible. The Gothic
nation were now within the borders of the Empire ;
to destroy and to expel them were both impossible.
On the other hand there was no need to hazard
the fortunes of the Empire upon the cast of a
single battle, and the Goths themselves had learned
that ¢ there must be peace between them and stone
walls” What war there was must be of the Fabian
kind, barassing them, cooping them up in the
mountains, falling upon them in small detach-
ments, wearing them out by hardship and famine.
But it was better that there should be peace
between the Empire and her new visitors, peace
on terms not dissimilar to those which Fridigern
had offered, perhaps insincerely, before the battle
of Hadrianople, but which his people, tired of those
winters in the snowy Balkans, might now be ready
to accept ; namely, a settlement south of the Danube
such as they had previously possessed in Dacia,
only that the barbarians should be more blended
with the Roman inhabitants, and should more dis-
tinctly hold their lands on condition of military
gervice in the armies of the Empire, should be-
come, in the political language of the day, foederate.

The history of the warlike operations against
the Goths, now that we have lost the careful guid-
ance of Ammianus, is obscure and uninteresting.
Theodosius, who was undoubtedly an able soldier
and a born ruler of men, succeeded promptly in
infusing a better spirit, one of obedience and dis-
ciplined courage into the demoralised army of the
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East. The barbarians soon perceived the change, BooK 1.
and anticipated defeat. The death of their hero- _°% 2
king Fridigern, which seems to have happened 3%-r
about this time, may have still farther discouraged
them. In the second year of his reign, however, a

long and mysterious illness prostrated Theodosius

in his palace at Thessalonica, a place which he had
skilfully selected as the head-quarters of his ope-
rations against the Gothic marauders. Notwith-
standing this misfortune, his young colleague, Gra-

tian, successfully prosecuted Ats portion of the cam-

paign in Pannonia (Lower Austria and Western
Hungary), and before the end of the year (380) he
appears to have received the submission of a large
number of the Visigoths on terms which Theodosius
willingly ratified upon his recovery *.

But a more important event in the history of Athanaric
the reconciliation of the two races was the sub- esil,
mission of the stern old anti-Roman chief, Atha-
naric, which occurred in the year 381. Five years
before, when his kinsmen were praying for admis-
sion into the Empire, he too appeared with his
warriors and his waggons on the Wallachian shore
of the Danube. When he heard that his old enemy
Fridigern was admitted, but that the Ostrogoths
under Alatheus and Saphrax were excluded, the
proud and sensitive chief, mindful of his own past
discourtesy to Rome, would not run the risk of a
similar rebuff, but retired into the recesses of Dacia,

3 This is the possibly inaccurate account of the matter given
by Jornandes, De Reb. Get. cap. xxvii.

L
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and there, probably in the country which we now
call Transylvania, frora behind the mountain-wall
of the Carpathians, bade defiance to his enemies
the Huns. An unexpected enemy roused up the
old lion from his lair. The Ostrogothic chiefs,
Alatheus and Saphrax?, retreating before the now
better-disciplined army of Theodosius, re-crossed
the Danube, and avenging perhaps some old grudge
of pre-Hunnish days, expelled Athanaric from his
kingdom.

He fled into the territory of Theodosius, who
received him courteously, loaded him with pre-
sents, and escorted him into Constantinople. Let
Jornandes describe for us the effect produced by
the sight of New Rome upon the man who had
been all his life the ideal Rome-hater2. <As he
entered the royal city he said, wondering, “ Lo now
I behold what I have so often heard with unbelief,
the splendour of this great city.” Then turning
his eyes this way and that way, and beholding
the glorious situation of the city, the array of
ships, the lofty walls, the multitudes of various
nations all formed into one well-ordered army
(ike a fountain springing forth through many
holes, yet collected again into one stream), he
exclaimed, “A God upon earth, doubtless, is this
Emperor, and whoever lifts a hand against Lim
is guilty of his own blood.””’

! Again we have only the doubtful suthority of Jornandes
(De Reb. Get. xxviii) for an event in itself somewhat impro-

bable.
* De Reb. Get. xxviii,
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The Emperor continued to honour him with Boox 1
many honours, and when after a few months resi- _°* *
dence at Constantinople he died, Theodosius made  38*
for him a funeral of extraordinary magnificence, E‘tﬁ‘&.’:‘n‘f
and himself rode before the bier as they carried
the corpse of the old Gothic chieftain to his grave.

This gorgeous funeral deeply impressed the child- League te-
like minds of the Goths, and smoothed the way Gorhs end
for the renewal (382) of the old league of Aure- """
lian and Constantine with their nation. Many
thousands of the followers of Athanaric entered
the army of Theodosius under the title of Foede-
rati, and did good service in the civil wars which
occupied the last half of his reign.

For civil war, through no fault, it may be, of the Civil war.
new Emperor, broke out in the Empire, and, de- $4rcter
stroying the last remains of the dynasty of Valen-
tinian, left Theodosius sole ruler of the Roman
world. First, Gratian, whose manhood scarcely
fulfilled the promise of his prime, lost the love of
his soldiers. At a time when the defence of the
tottering Empire would have wellnigh over-taxed
the industry of Marcus Aurelius, he imitated rather
the frivolity—certainly not the cruelty—of Com-
modus. His vast game preserves (vivaria), rather
than the camp or the judgment-hall, were the al-
most constant resort of the young Augustus’.

Night and day his thoughts were engrossed with
splendid shots, made or to be made, and his suc-

! Historia Miscella, p. 86 (apud Muratori, vol. i); Ammianus,
xxxi, 10, 18-19.

L 2
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cess herein seemed to him sometimes to be the
result of divine assistance. The statesmen in his
councils may have mourned over this degeneration
of an able commander into a skilful marksman;
but a more powerful cause of unpopularity with
the rank and file of his army existed in the favour
with which he viewed the barbarians, formerly his
enemies, now his allies. Doubtless he saw that
both in stature, in valour, and in loyalty, the Teu-
tonic antagonists of Rome were superior to her
effete offspring ; and surrounding himself with a
guard selected from the nation of the Alani, whose
prowess he had tested as an enemy in his Pan-
nonian campaign of 380, he bestowed on them rich
presents, entrusted to them confidential commands,
and even condescended to imitate the barbarous
magnificence of their attire.

The flame of discontent went smouldering
through the army of Gaul, and at length reached
that of Britain, high-spirited and exacting beyond
most of the other legionaries. Their discontent
was fanned by Maximus, a fellow-countryman of
Theodosius, variously represented to us as the
comrade! or the butler? of that Emperor, but un-
doubtedly at this time a trusted and capable
soldier. By the adroit use of hints, which were
perhaps not quite without foundation, that Theo-

! @codociy T Bacdel . . . quorparevadueros, (Zosimus, iv. 35.)

% ¢Ille quondum domus tuse (Theodosii) negligentissimus ver-
nula, mensularumque servilium statarius lixa,’ (Pacatus, Paneg.
xxxi.)
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dosius had not forgiven the house of Valentinian for Boox .
his father’s death, and would behold its downfall ™ *
with pleasure, he persuaded the soldiers to invest 3%
him with the Imperial purple. He landed in Gaul ;
a pretence of skirmishing between his troops and
those of his rival occupied five days. Then Gratian’s
unpopularity with his army began to show itself.
First, the Moorish cavalry deserted to the usurper.
Gradually, bit by bit, the rest of the army fol-
lowed their example. Seeing that the game was
hopeless, he took flight, accompanied by three
bundred horsemen, but was pursued, and killed Deatn of
at the bridge of Belgrade. According to another ¥ f
account his death was brought about by a heart-
less stratagem, and happened in Gaul. He had
reached Lyons, so it is said, in the course of his
flight, when he perceived a litter approaching,
borne apparently by unarmed domestics along
the banks of the Rhone. Misled by false reports,
and too hastily concluding that it contained his
newly-wedded wife, he hastened to meet her. No
bride, however, issued from its enclosure, but An-
dragathius, an officer of Maximus’s army, who drew
his sword and slew the dethroned Emperor.

Such was the end of the cultured and gracious gl;or;fpu:,al

Gratian, a victim to sportsma.nahlp, and also in mise with

part to his uncompromising Christianity. For . '

! The Belgrade story rests on the authority of Zosimus (iv.
35); the story of the Empress’s litter on that of the Historia
Miscells (p. 83, apud Muratori, vol.1). Prosper, who is perhaps
our best authority, also places the assassination at Lyons. !
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whereas the Emperors of the family of Constan-
tine, though presiding in councils and settling
disputed points of doctrine, had yet on some occa~
sions ‘bowed themselves in the house of Rimmon,’
and had humoured the fanatical heathenism of Old
Rome by accepting some of the titles, and per-
haps even performing some of the sacrifices, which
marked the semi-religious character of the heathen
Emperors, the young Gratian had steadfastly re-
fused to don the robes of the Pontifex Maximus,
and towards the close of his reign obliterated the
initials P. M. from his coins. And men afterwards
remembered that.when the long train of priests
had gone forth to offer him the robe of his sacred
office, and he had rejected it with scorn, saying
that it was unlawful for a Christian to wear that
garment, the most venerable of their number had
uttered these words, ‘If the Emperor does not
choose to be hailed as Pontifex, there will never-
theless soon be a Pontifex, Maximus®.

! This priestly pun or prophecy had a meaning which reached
further on into the future than the author himself knew. It
was true indeed that if the Emperor refused the mysterious title
of Greatest Pontifex, with its accumulated sanctity of ages, that
title would not be lost. Another race of men, another dynasty,
one of priests, even now emerging from persecution through
popularity into power were ready to assume the dropped dignity.
Theodosius apparently never called himself Pontifex Maximus,
but in the year 417 (if the letter be authentic) Zosimus (the
pope, not the historian) already speaks of himself quite naturally
as Summus Pontifex. (Epistolae Romanorum Pontificum, pp. 937,
971 ; ed. Constant. Paris, 1921) 'When the change from Swum-

mus back to the more familiar Mavimus was made does not
seem to be clearly ascertained.
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Maximus refused to surrender even the body of BOOK I
the murdered Gratian to his relatives. Yet he was &>
satisfied, for a time, with the possession of the 3%
three Western provinces, Britain, Gaul, and Spain, o
which had fallen to the share of his victim. Valen- %"
tinian II still ruled in Italy and Africa; and Theo- '
dosius in the East. The enemies of the latter
accused him of cowardice and. ingratitude for not
avenging the death of his benefactor: his enco-
miasts praised the moderation which was satisfied
with the dominion of half the Roman world and
shrank from shedding the blood of his fellow-
citizens.

Of the five years’ reign of Maximus in the West 383-38s.
we possess no account, except that contained in the g:m
Panegyric of Pacatus. This oration, pronounced e *™
not many months after his death in the presence
of his destroyer, is of course one long diatribe
against the fallen tyrant. ‘We, in Gaul,’ he says,

“first felt the onset of that raging beast. We
glutted his cruelty with the blood of our inno-
cents, his avarice by the sacrifice of our all. . . . .
We saw our consulars stripped of their robes of
office, our old men compelled to survive children
and property and all that makes life desirable.
In the midst of our miseries we were forced to
wear smiling faces, for some hideous informer was
ever at our side. You would hear them saying
“ Why is that man so sad-seeming ? Is it because
he is reduced to poverty from wealth? He ought

to be thankful that he is allowed to live. What
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does that fellow wear mourning for? I suppose
he is grieving for his brother. But he has a son
left.” And so we did not dare to mourn our mur-
dered relatives for the sake of the survivors. . . .
We saw that tyrant clad in purple stand, him-
self, at the balances, gaping greedily at the spoil
of provinces which was weighed out before him.
There was gold forced from the hands of matrons,
there were the trinkets of childhood, there was
plate still tarnished with the blood of its last
possessor. All was weighed, counted, carted away
into the monster's home. That home seemed to
us not the palace of an Emperor, but a robber’s
cave.” And so on through many loud paragraphs.

“Tt is difficult to deal with such rhetoric as this,
so evidently instinct with the very bitterness of
hate. But probably the fact is that Maximus was
neither better nor worse than the majority of those
who have been before described as the Barrack-
Emperors; like them making the goodwill of the
soldiery the sheet-anchor of his policy, like them
willing to sacrifice law and justice and the happi-
ness of all other classes of his subjects, not pre-
cisely to his own avarice, but to the daily and
terrible necessity of feeding and pampering the
¢ Frankenstein’ monster, an army whom he himself
had taught to mutiny.

For four years there was peace, an ‘armed peace,’
perhaps, between Maximus and his colleagues.
Then from the Cottian Alps, which separate Dau-
phiné from Piedmont, he descended into the valley
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of the Po, with the avowed intention of adding to Book I
his Empire the countries of Italy and Africa, which ™2
Justina still ruled in the name of Valentinian II. 387
She fled with headlong haste, taking with her the :‘;:;i;::;
Emperor, a lad of eighteen, and her three daugh- %2,
ters. Crossing the Adriatic, she met Theodosius at

his favourite resting-place, Thessalonica. She ad- <
jured him to restore the brother of his friend

to his inheritance, and to take vengeance, tardy
though it might be, on that friend’s murderer.

The beauty of Galla, the fairest of the daughters

of Justina, enforced her mother’s pleadings. Theo- whose

quarrel is

dosius, who the year before had lost his first wife faken up
(Aelia Flaccilla), married the suppliant princess, and doninar
marched next year to avenge the dethronement of  3ss.
her brother. If he had long hesitated about taking
up arms, his movements now that war was de-
clared were sufficiently rapid. By forced marches
he brought his troops to Siscia, now the Croatian
town of Siszek, on the Save. The dusty, panting
soldiers, pushed their steeds into the river, swam
across, and successfully charged the enemy. In
another battle, where the hostile army was com-
manded by Marcellinus, brother of the usurper, the
fiery valour of the Goths, tempered and directed by
the Theodosian discipline, again triumphed. Aemona
(Laybach) opened her gates with rejoicing, and wel-
comed the liberating host to her streets hung with
tapestry and bright with flowers. With an army
swollen by numerous desertions from the demora-

lised ranks of his rival, Theodosius pressed on, over
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BOOK 1. Merobaudes, Stilicho, Sarus, Gainas,*are the un-
%2 couth Teutonic names which obtrude themselves
- into high military commands, sometimes even into
the Consular Fasti. Of these was Arbogast, the
Frank, a bold, outspoken, rugged warrior, very
popular with his troops, who liked his free-handed
ways, and who saw that, unlike many of the
Roman officers, he despised both gain and danger.
He had served Gratian faithfully, and had well suc-
coured Theodosius in his campaign against Maxi-
mus ; but, according to one account, he had, upon
the death of his fellow-countryman Bauto, installed
himself in the vacant post of general-in-chief with-
out waiting for the Imperial appointment, and Va-
lentinian had been fain to acquiesce in his irregular
exaltation. Presuming on his services and his
popularity in the camp, he became every day more
violent in his demeanour to his young sovereign
Valentinian IT, now in the twenty-first year of his
age. At length the latter could bear with him
no longer, and seeing him one day approach his
throne, he turned toward him with flushed and
angry face, and gave him a letter of dismissal
from bis command. Arbogast tore the letter into
fragments, and trampled them under foot. *Thou,’
said he, ‘ dost thou dare to do this? thou neither
gavest me my office, nor shalt thou avail to rend it
from me.’” And with that he began openly to dis-
cuss throughout the court and camp (then tarrying
at Vienne by the Rhone) the dethronement and
death of Valentinian.




Eugenius, the rkelorician Emperor. 157

Scarcely yet was the time come for a man of full BooK I
barbarian blood to seat himself on the throne of =
the Caesars. Eugenius, a man of some talents 39
and respectable character, who had risen from the pm
occupation of a schoolmaster and teacher of rhe- e throne.
toric to a second-rate place in the civil service of
the Emperors!, bad attached himself to the for-
tunes of Arbogast, and was now selected by him
as a suitable block upon which to hang the Im-
perial purple. Valentinian, while joining in ath-
letic sports with some of the common soldiers, was,
with some little semblance of a possible accident,
slain by order of Arbogast, whose client’ Eugenius
was proclaimed Emperor in his stead.

There was a circumstance connected with this Desth-
usurpation which calls for especial notice. Arbogast hes
belonged to the still heathen nation of the Franks, ™
Eugenius, the professor of rhetoric and belles lettres,
had probably always sympathised in secret with
the votaries of the old faith, and now that he
stood at the summit of the world he avowed him-
self without disguise a worshipper of the Olympian
Gods. There was still a considerable party, espe-
cially in Old Rome, who were not prepared to break
with all the religious traditions of the past, and
who chafed against the restrictive legislation of
the later Christian Emperors, These men, doubt-

le of

1 He is called 'Arriypagpeis, which is thought to mean that he
was one of the four Magistri Seriniorum (which we may per-
haps translate Clerks of the Closet): only a ‘spectabilis’ there-
fore, not an ‘illustris.’
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BOOK 1. less, together with the still unconverted barbarians
C22 in the auxiliary troops, formed the kernel of the
392 party of Eugenius and Arbogast. It was the last

recrudescence of Paganism, a generation later
than that which had occurred in the days of
Julian : and like that it was headed by a votary
of the old classical literature.

Theodo- The death of Valentinian II occurred in the year
a widewer, 392. Again, as in the case of Maximus, there was

prepares to

avenge his D inexplicable delay in the proceedings of Theodo-
prother-in- gius, to whom, while the revolution was still im-
minent, his young brother-in-law had sent urgent
entreaties for help. The Empress Galla ceased not
to plead for vengeance on the murderers, and Theo-
dosius at length decided on war. On the eve of his
departure from Constantinople the Empress died
in child-birth leaving him one infant daughter,
who bore the name Galla Placidia. ‘Giving, asthe
Greek historian ! says, ¢ in Homeric fashion, one day
to mourning and the next to war,’ he started in
394 on his Western campaign, having first offered
up his devotions in the church which he had himself
erected at Constantinople in honour of John the
Baptist, and placed himself and his army under
the especial protection of that saint?. He moved
his troops along the highway that connected
Sirmium and Aquileia, the two great cities which,
separated by a distance of 300 Roman miles, are
pretty nearly represented by the modern towns
of Belgrade and Trieste. By this road the Alps

1 Zosimus iv. g7. * Sozomen vii, 24.




Scene of the baltle of the Frigidus. 159

may be said to be turned rather than crossed. At Book 1.
one point indeed, between Laybach and Gorizia, a Cn. 3
shoulder of the Julian Alps has to be surmounted, 3%
but as the highest point of the pass is less than

2000 feet above the level of the sea, it must not

be associated in our minds with those ideas of
Alpine hardship which suggest themselves in con-
nection with the St. Bernard, the Splugen, or even

the Brenner. On the summit of the pass there
grew, at the time of the Roman road-makers, a
pear-iree, conspicuous, we must suppose, from afar

by its cloud of white blossoms. This tree gave to

the neighbourin